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DATES FOR THE DIARY;
Coach outing to Sidmouth & Donkey sanctuary, Wednesday 18th
September 9.30-5.00 £12/ Contact Celia 01823 762490/283416
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I

n the united Kingdom most churches celebrate Harvest Festival in
September but a quick look on the Internet tells me that they are
happening almost every month somewhere in the world.
Quote: In Britain, thanks have been given for successful harvests since pagan
times. Harvest festival is traditionally held on the Sunday near or on the date
of the Harvest Moon. This is the full Moon that occurs closest to the autumn
equinox (22 or 23 September). The celebrations on this day usually include
singing hymns, praying, and decorating churches with baskets of fruit and
food in the festival known as Harvest Festival, Harvest Home, Harvest
Thanksgiving or Harvest Festival of Thanksgiving.
When I was growing up (living in a small village in Kent in the 40s and 50s)
there was always much ado at St Giles church with all the village children
taking in sheaves of corn, baskets of apples and garden produce such as runner
beans, tomatoes, cucumbers, cabbages and the like. There never was a tin of
fruit, boxes of chocolates, packets of cereals, soap or any other shop bought
food. I suppose this was because we all had ration books which meant only the
essentials were available from the shops and these meagre rations were soon
consumed.
As the years go by we still keep this festival alive but in many churches it is a
shadow of what it was in the past. With a handy supermarket just around the
corner it is so easy never having to think about where all the food comes from.
Just wander around the flower, vegetable and fruit section of any supermarket
and you will see produce from all over the world. It’s hard for me to believe we
actually need all the food flown in from overseas or brought into the country
via sea, road and rail. (Just thinking about the carbon footprint for a moment.)
Being a ‘meat and two veg’ sort of person I suppose, food wise, I’m rather a
boring eater compared to most folk and more so those of an ethnic origin who
love spicy foods.
Thankfully, all is not lost. Many of us still grow food in our back gardens and
there are, I’m led to believe, millions of allotment holders out there too. It has
been a challenging year for us gardeners, especially those amongst us who
support their local Flower Shows. A spot of rain finally arrived last month and
I am able to give thanks for its late arrival because I managed to get First Prize
at our Flower Show for both my runner beans and my beetroot again this year.
Yes, there are so many things to be thankful for and one of them is definitely
our harvests. ##
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Letter from the Right Reverend Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton
For Parish Newsletters – September 2019
A time for grace and patience

S

eptember is the month when schools go back,
harvest services are being planned, and the College
of Bishops takes place. Yippee! Actually I’m not being
sarcastic. Of course there’s always a sense of this is a
month when many of us feel ‘back at work’. It can seem
a busy month with lots to challenge us. However we do
have some agency in how we approach the tasks of
daily living, don’t we?
So, for instance, at the College of Bishops this month,
we shall do more work on ‘Living in Love and Faith’,
the theology, social anthropology, biblical scholarship
and scientific knowledge being considered as the
Church reflects on issues of human identity, sexuality and marriage. I’m
looking forward to it. And that’s not being sarcastic either. You see it is not
that this will be an easy topic, something which we can just all agree to but
rather it will be an opportunity to meet together with one another in the
presence of God. We will no doubt have some difficult conversations, grapple
over imponderables, find ourselves feeling vulnerable but this is the stuff of
life, and seeking to find God’s way in a world which has little time for
religious faith any more.
The College meets in an Oxford college over a few days and it can sometimes
seem rather distant from the everyday world in which we live. However we
always celebrate Holy Cross day while we are there. The Collect for that day
reminds us that “the passion of thy blessed Son hast made an instrument of
painful death to be for us the means of life and peace”.
That surely means that life and peace can be found even through the
experience of pain and death. In fact sometimes it’s the only way to find them.
Dealing with complex issues, tackling challenging tasks is not about finding
the easiest and quickest route to an answer. Sometimes it requires much more
from us and we need the grace and patience of the Christ who made Himself a
sacrifice for us.
The following is the prayer we use on Holy Cross Day after we receive bread
and wine together, perhaps we need to use it more as we face the challenge of
seeking to live as men and women of God in His world today.
“O faithful God, whose Son bore our sins in his body on the tree and gave us
this sacrament to show forth his death until he come: give us grace to glory in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, for he is our salvation, our life and our
hope.”
The Right Revd Ruth Worsley
Bishop of Taunton
5

Bishop's Hull Parish Magazine Edition 34/04 SEPTEMBER 2019
Church Hall

People & Things
‘Ride & Stride’

An ongoing booking has been taken
for Pilates and over 50’s Keep-Fit
group to use the church hall on a
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
morning.

Ride and Stride 2019 takes place this
year on Saturday 14 September,
and there are several ways in which
we can all participate as well as
cycling, walking or driving to visit
churches in our area.

Many of you will recognise the
organiser as Karie Crane who used to
run groups in the hall previously.
lf you are interested in joining in then
please pop along and have a chat with
Karie.
*****
Flower Show - Hanging Baskets

St Peter & St Paul church are looking
for volunteers to assist the Ride and
Stride Co-ordinator.
This can be done in many ways by
either planning a fundraising event in
Church like an Organ recital or Cake
Sale/Cream Teas.

Unfortunately I do not have to hand
the number of Hanging Baskets that
were ‘judged this year but here are
the three winners.

For more information on this year’s
event please see the Notice Board at
the back of the church or have a chat
with the vicar’s secretary, Jayne
White, in the vicar's office.

Allan Langford came first,
then 47 Bishop’s Hull Road
then Fairmead 5 Quartly Drive.

The Office is open Mondays and
Wednesdays, 9.30am — 2.30pm.

Congratulations to the winners and
thank you to everyone in the village
who had a display this year.
*****
Harvest Festival at
St Peter & Paul

*****
Renewal of Subscriptions
Thank you everyone who promptly
renewed again this year. We still have
five who have not yet returned their
envelopes or contacted us to cancel,
which is about our norm.

Just a reminder to all you gardeners
and farmers that the Harvest Festival
Service this year is on Sunday 29th
September. So do please come along
and give your thanks for another year
of bumper harvests in spite of the
challenging weather through the
Spring and Summer.

The good news is that some of you
generously added something extra to
their subscription envelope. This
added up to an additional £76.04
which has duly been banked.
Thank you (you know who you are)
for this sign of your appreciation for
what we do each month.
*****
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Bishop’s Hull Flower Show - 10th August 2019
Flower Show Press Release by Secretary Amanda Gallacher

T

he 2019 Flower Show was well supported with approximately 200 people
attending the event, despite the howling gales that went on outside!
We made a few changes to the layout this year including the use of black
tablecloths which set off the presentation of the exhibits beautifully. It also made
it much easier to set up the show and allowed us to rearrange the layout to meet
with the number of exhibits per class.
The judges again commented on the very high standard of the show and many of
the exhibits were of the standard to enter the Taunton Flower Show.
Thank you to the ladies who made, donated and served the refreshments.
This always heavily subsidises the event.
The scarecrow trail was again a success and many people voted through social
media for their favourite. Next year, due to a donation, the prize fund will be £25
so hopefully we will have more dotted around the village. If you have any ideas
for the 2020 theme please let me or one of the committee know.
Winners:
Scarecrow - Sharyn Little, 4 Myrtle Cottages
Best Hanging Basket in the Village - Greenacres, Bishops Hull Road
Best exhibit Preschool Children aged 4 and under - Alfie Welsh
Best exhibit Children's class aged 5 - 8 years - Eloise Reed
Best exhibit Children's class aged 9 - 12 years - Reece Macintosh
Best exhibit in Vegetable Section - David Gurr
Best exhibit in Flower Section - David Gurr
Best exhibit in Fruit Section - Pat Barrett
Most prize cards in the Vegetable, Flower and Fruit Sections - Allan Langford
Best exhibit in Homecraft Section - Tom Strutton
Most prize cards in Homecraft Section -Mary Trevelyan
Best exhibit in Handicraft Section - J Baker
Most prize cards by an entrant - Maria Turner
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SS Peter & Paul Parish Walk
The Parish Walk this year will be on Sunday 15th September.
Have you signed up for the Parish Walk on
15th September leaving at 1.45pm. prompt
from the church car park for
Maunsel Lock Car Park?
There is a notice at the back of the church
with all the details on it.
As you will see it is a new venue this year.
It is an easy short circular walk with a very nice tea
at the end if you wish.
If you aren’t able to do the walk do come along and
just walk a little way along the tow path and then
go into the café or the garden and we will join you
after we have finished our walk.
I will be removing the notice after the 10 o’clock
service on 12th September so that I can inform the
café of the numbers.
Thank you,
Marian Ash

AMIGO - THOMAS & AMIGO - TERRY

YOUR VERY OWN CONTINENTAL COUPLE ARE PLANNING
TO SERVE YOU COFFEE BUT NOT UNTIL LATER IN THE YEAR
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Bishop’s Hull Scarecrow
Competition
A big THANK YOU to the NINE
families who entered this year’s
scarecrow competition.
What an excellent effort was made by
all the entrants on the theme of
DISNEY.
We would like to thank John Hunt for
taking time out to judge the entries and
for providing all of the beautiful
photographs.

1st Sharyn Little - 4 Myrtle
Cottages

Thank you too to the winners for
transporting their scarecrows for
display at the Flower Show on Saturday
10th August.
Editorial Comment.
Although this competition has been
part of the run up to the annual village
Flower Show now for several years it
is a mystery to me as to why it has
never really ‘got off the ground’, so to
speak.

2nd Florence Boyne & Family
8 Jarmyns

I don’t have to hand the number of
houses, bungalows, nursing homes,
etc. within the village but surely it
should be possible for many more of us
to ‘have a go’? We didn’t even make it
into double figures.
Come on Bishop’s Hull - fire up your
imagination and next year make a
scarecrow.
If enough of us do this then maybe
there will be so many to see in the
village that the TV and the national
press will descend on us in droves.
Editor Bob

3rd Jenny Strutton 67 Gillards
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THE WORTHY RUNNERS UP

The Needs Family 56 Jarmyns

Mary Trevelyan 84 Gillards

Mrs Bett Elson 13 Robin Close

Jenny Hillier 49 Desmond Rochford
Way

Anwen Sutton 10 Great Mead

The Turners 48 Desmond Rochford
Way
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BELFRY NEWS

September 2019

I

t was at one of our Wednesday evening practices during
the month of July that we were visited by my erstwhile
Ringing Tutor Clive Beckhelling. It was with the greatest
pleasure to welcome him back to the tower where he, himself,
learnt to ring back in about 1975. Prior to that year Bishops
Hull had no resident band of bellringers and no recorded
quarter peals, but fifteen recorded full peals from 1901, after
the ring of bells had been augmented to six in 1897.
In the mid 70's the students of Huish's Grammar School (now
Richard Huish College) had a teacher who was a bellringer, and he gathered a
group of enthusiastic students together and offered to teach them to ring. One
of those students was Mark Philipson, whose father, Bill, was Churchwarden
of Bishops Hull at the time. The Incumbent, Rev. Hayes Treen, was very
happy for the students to learn, and also to ring for Sunday Service.
So that is how ringing restarted at this church after a considerable hiatus.
Clive was also one of the students in the group, and when the time was
approaching when they would leave school and begin to move on in life it was
apparent that there would soon be a dearth of ringers (if, indeed, any at all!!).
Between 1977 and 1982 the Huish boys (and later, girls) rang 34 quarter peals
and 2 peals.
It was 1982 when I joined the scene, being taught by Clive, who was by then
Tower Captain, and I am greatly indebted to him for his help and
encouragement, for I was quickly transfixed by this new challenge which
rapidly became a commitment!
So, (I know one shouldn't start a sentence with 'so', but I have!) it was good to
ring with Clive again after an interval of twenty-nine years; I hope he comes
along again.
Since that first recorded quarter peal in 1977 there has been a steady flow, and
on Tuesday 13th August we rang the 200th quarter on the bells.
We are now ringing two quarters a month, nearly always on a Tuesday at
11.30am after having rung one at Ruishton at 10.00. If people want to hear
more frequent ringing, then please let me know, it can always be arranged
(with the Vicar's blessing, of course!)
Giles Morley.
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BISHOP’S HULL IN TIMES PAST
100 years ago

B

ishop’s Hull was very much an agricultural settlement with
nine separate commercial farms in the parish listed in the
1919 Kelly’s Directory.
These were Roughmoor (John Davey), Haydon (George
Eveleigh), Longrun (Henry Gilham), Fideoak (George
Gregory), Newley (Llewellyn Jones), Parsonage (Peter Edward
Partridge), Dinham House (William Richard Smerdon),
Ritherdons (Thomas Bevis) and Castlemans Hill (Henson).
There were discussions with regard to providing additional public housing in
the parish. Three alternative possible sites for six new dwellings were put
forward – on Mr Hanbury’s property at Mountway House, in front of the
Manor House and a field near Bishop’s Hull House. None of these proposals
ever materialised.
50 years ago
It was agreed to transfer the telephone kiosk from the war memorial to
Shutewater.
There were vacant allotments available at Watery Lane.
Complaints had been made to the Parish Council with regard to children
cycling on the footpaths at Smithy. The Clerk was asked to contact the
headmaster of the school and also ask the police to take action when on patrol
duty.
After requests for a 30 mph speed limit along Bishops Hull Road, the Parish
Council had received a letter from the County Surveyor stating that as the
section of road concerned was not built up on both sides, the County Council
did not feel that the conditions complied with the criteria for a 30 mph limit
and the application was therefore declined. Coming up to date, with recent
additional development in the area, this stretch of road is now subject to a 20
mph speed limit.
The Taunton Joint Burial Committee had decided to implement the first stage
of an overall plan for the extension of Taunton Deane Cemetery, which would
include the construction of a roadway to exit onto Comeytrowe Lane, which
would enable the institution of a one-way traffic system.
John Hamer
14

Bishop's Hull Parish Magazine Edition 34/04 SEPTEMBER 2019
Taunton Flower Show 2019.

'A

bsolutely Fabulous', just about sums up this year’s event, held on Friday
2nd and Saturday 3rd August.

Apart from a short shower on Saturday afternoon, the show was blessed with
good weather and excellent crowds. I don't have the final figures; however
judging by the numbers arriving, particularly on the Friday, I'd say a record
attendance for Taunton's premier event seems likely.
As many of you know, I've been volunteering at the show for a number of
years now. My ‘job’ includes organising the visitor flow at the main (Town
Gate) entrance on both mornings, moving over to the ‘Festival Village’
(Wilton Lands) area of Vivary Park in the afternoons, where I introduce
performers onto the stage and generally help out where needed.
My favourite area of the show is the Festival Village. A place where everyone
can come and relax, have a much needed sit-down and enjoy the myriad of
food, drink and superb musical entertainment available.
From a personal point of view, it was two days of hard work, muscles aching
in places I didn't know I had them and sore feet, yet so very rewarding.
Socialising is my 'thing' and throughout the two days, it was wonderful to
bump into so many people from the past and present, including many of you.
Good News! As you'll no doubt be aware, there has been much talk of the
show leaving Vivary Park, due in the main to costs imposed by the previous
council.
The encouraging news is that the new Somerset West & Taunton district
council has indicated, that it'll work with the directors of Taunton Flower
Show to ensure that present and future generations are able to enjoy the
show for years to come.
Finally, I'd like to say a huge well done to the Show directors and my fellow
volunteers, for making Taunton Flower Show 2019 everything it should be, it
was an absolute pleasure being part of the team.
John Hunt
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Families for Children
Dear Editor,
Families for Children Trust is a Specialist Adoption Agency and charitable
trust based in the South West.
We place vulnerable children from all over the UK with new adoptive families
in Devon, Dorset, Cornwall, Somerset and the Isles of Scilly. We currently
have a real shortage of adopters coming forward and a growing number of
children waiting for adoptive families.
You have previously kindly included dates for our upcoming information
sessions in your publication where people can learn about becoming an
adopter and how Families for Children can support you for life. The current
sessions in Somerset are:
September 2019
Date: 21st & 22nd September
Time: 09.00am to 5.00pm
Venue: Somerset County Show, Taunton Racecourse, Somerset
November 2019
Date: Tuesday 19th November
Time: 4.00pm to 6.00pm
Venue: Foot Anstey, 2000 Blackbrook Park Avenue, Taunton, TA1 2PX
To book please contact Families for Children on 01271 612004 or
email devon@familiesforchildren.org.uk
Website: www.familiesforchildren.org.uk
Many thanks
The Marketing Team
E:
T:
F:
W:

marketing@familiesforchildren.org.uk
01364 645480
01364 645499
www.familiesforchildren.org.uk

84 Mountway Road, Bishop’s Hull, TA1 5DS

Telephone - 01823 762490/283416
OUTING TO
SIDMOUTH & DONKEY SANCTUARY
WEDNESDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2019
DEPARTS - 09.30 a.m. RETURNS BY 5.00 p.m.
£12.00 per person - money with name please.
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DAY 54 EXMOUTH to SIDMOUTH 22nd May 2017
MODERATE TO STRENUOUS
Distance
Ascent

This leg
13.1miles
536 m

Total
527.7 miles
30,031m

W

ell what a good start – I’d forgotten to turn on the alarm, so it was a good
job Sam woke early. We wanted an early start because it was quite a long
walk, but the forecast was very warm, so I wanted to finish before it was too
hot.
We were on the road by 7.30, and walking along Exmouth promenade by 8.45
in the already warm sunshine. We had driven along the M5 for the last time,
which was another milestone. There were a few dog walkers about and just one
swimmer pulling a buoy (of course!), as we retraced the steps we had made last
summer. It made for an idyllic English seaside picture. We climbed the steps at
the end of the promenade, noting the plaques explaining points of interest. For
instance, Exmouth comes from the Celtic word Isca, which means ‘water’. At
the top there were other stones describing wildlife that may be found, such as
the ‘bloody nosed beetle’, but we didn’t see him! We headed for the Geoneedle
at Orcombe Point. This landmark, made from Purbeck limestone, marks the
western end of the historic Jurassic coast, its shape symbolising how the
Earth’s history is revealed in the cliffs, from Triassic through Jurassic to
Cretaceous rocks that are exposed along the cliffs of Devon and Dorset. There
was a game of Jurassic hopscotch laid out in pavers leading up to the obelisk,
with information about the different rocks written on them. So yes, I did have a
little game of hopscotch!
As I read the board telling me of fields of orchids, I decided that the sun was
really quite warm, so the top layer came off, and sun cream applied. I had to be
careful not to get tan lines half way down my arms as I’m wearing a sleeveless
dress for our daughter’s wedding in a few weeks’ time, so I was sleeveless, with
sun hat at 9.00 – in Devon. What more could you wish for? I did look out for
the orchid fields, but I think they may have finished already. The fields were
burgeoning, as my Mum would say, with hedges of brambles and hawthorn,
nettles, gorse, and fields of buttercups, daisies, clover, ragged robin and
stitchwort.
We headed for Sandy Bay, passing through the enormous holiday village, and
couldn’t help but notice that we seemed to have an alternate ‘Red Sea’, as
the water was coloured by the red Devonian sandstone near the beaches. And
climbing out the other side, towards The Floors, one could see much evidence
of recent landslips, with large cracks along the edge of the cliffs. Following the
steep narrow path to the top, I could see a gentleman coming towards me, so
took a breather to allow him to pass – but he disappeared! Sam joined me and
17
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we continued, to find that there was a small
path leading inland where a couple were
sitting enjoying the sunshine. ‘He went
thattaway’ they joked, pointing to the path!
From here we could see across to Budleigh,
our coffee stop. But Devon miles seem to be a
bit like Cornwall miles in that ¼ mile
previously Budleigh was signposted as 2¼
miles, but now it was 2½! At the top, we were
treated to slow worm wriggling his way
across our path – definitely not an adder this
time.
Just before 11.00 we walked down through
pleasant woodland into Budleigh Salterton, a
sleepy little seaside town today, bathing in
the sunshine. We found a wonderful coffee at
The Creamery, which we drank whilst sitting
enjoying the view on Marine Parade. Sam was heading for a bus just before 12
to take him back to Exmouth, and I headed off towards Sidmouth. A friend
lives here, but I wasn’t sure whereabouts, but on messaging her, she was at a
quilting class anyway.
I was delighted by Budleigh, definitely worth a return visit. Walking towards
the end of the promenade behind some beach huts, I was confused because the
sea was on my right, but I could hear it on the left, so it must be echoing off the
tall cliffs I was passing. Not come across that before. The walk along the river
(once I’d found the right path) was a real pleasure, strolling along the dyke
built by Napoleonic prisoners of war, though I didn’t see many birds. Certainly
not the Peregrine falcons I’d been looking for all along the coast today! I
enjoyed the nice easy few miles before the rigours I had facing me, in and out
of shaded woodland. I could hear the guns firing from the ranges outside of
Exmouth, and very finely tilled fields of deep red earth (reminiscent of that of
Tara plantation, from ‘Gone with the Wind’) planted with what looked like
maize.
I climbed up towards Black Head and looked back at the familiar sight of
Budleigh nestling beyond the Otter estuary and the group of conifer trees along
the ridge. I remembered this from previous walks going the other way, but we
hadn’t made it to Budleigh. Looking the other way, towards Sidmouth, it was
just like a picture taken from the SWCP guide book, with several small groups
of people strolling along the way on an idyllic late spring morning. They were
in shorts though – I always walk in long trousers as I am very wary of insect
bites. I came across a group of three who were stopping to admire an unusual
butterfly, but we couldn’t see it properly as it was underneath a leaf.
Within half an hour, I could see the distinctive sandstone stacks of Ladram
Bay, and High Peak rising before me. I found my way through yet another
18
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holiday village, with people milling around having drinks and lunch, then
gratefully was in amongst some woodland again, heading towards that very
peak. When we walked this way before, we had actually gone up the short, very
steep stony ascent to the actual Peak, but this time I was glad to see that the
Acorn sign pointed straight past it. I looked up at it and remembered the
difficulties I had experienced coming down – I think it was a case of sitting and
sliding down! Bin there, done that, got the T-shirt was my attitude today!
I was a little out of puff by the time I reached the top so was glad to see a very
convenient log on which I could pause and catch my breath. A couple of ladies
about my age asked with concern ‘are you ok?’. ‘Yes, fine, just 11th mile
syndrome and a steep hill’ I replied. After a short while my throat was no
longer constricted, I could breathe freely again, so I continued. I knew there
was another hill to negotiate up Windgate before I could descend to Sidmouth.
My two ladies were ahead of me, but I was pleased that they did slow down a
little. Obviously a lot fitter than me, a bit like Jane when we walked together.
But I was rewarded at the top, as I knew it was now pretty much downhill all
the way, and through cool wooded area for part of the way.
I arrived at Sidmouth soon after 2 pm, so had made good time, and saw Sam
coming around the corner, just by the ice cream shop. How convenient. We
enjoyed our ice creams with others, sitting on the steps at the far end of
Sidmouth beach, near the Connaught Gardens we had visited previously. Then
lunch in the back of the car before heading home – not touching the
motorway!! (Though it did take an hour).
Church pot £13. Total £626 + Sponsorship £285 = £912. Thank you God.
Parish Council News
At the Parish Council meeting held in June the following resolutions were
made:
● - Bev Fernandes was co—opted onto the Parish Council;
● - The revised budget and three—year forecast was agreed;
● - As the Parish Council previously agreed to spend £9,500 from reserves
on architect and surveyors’ fees for the HUB project to go ahead, Members
agreed to pay the architects and surveyors directly to enable the Parish
Council to reclaim the VAT, therefore making the agreed funds go further.
● - Members agreed quotes to install Community Defibrillators outside the
Village Shop and Frank Bond Centre. The Clerk will order the units and
co-ordinate installation.
● - The new advisory group roles were agreed
19
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Avon and Somerset Police
08/07/19 7164 All Somerset Beats - Distraction Burglary

T

here were two distraction burglaries in the Burnham-on-Sea area on
Sunday 30 June. Please make any elderly or vulnerable friends, relatives
and neighbours aware of these offences, as there have also been incidents in
the Filton area of South Glos.
A male and two females have entered the home of an elderly resident in Berrow
Road and approximately 2.30pm. They have said that they would make the
victim a cup of tea while walking around the property, entering every room. At
this time it is unknown if anything was stolen. If you contact the Police about
this incident, please quote Reference number: 5219147604
A health worker has reported that a female and two males have run out of a
home in Poplar Road when she arrived to care for an elderly resident at
approximately 4 pm. It is thought that they could have been looking for things
of value at the location. If you contact the Police about this incident, please
quote Reference number: 5219147744
This may be related to an incident on Saturday 15 June, when a vulnerable
resident of Friars Way was befriended by a male who has gone into the victim’s
home to have a cup of tea. When the male left it was found that an amount of
cash had been stolen from the bureau. If you contact the Police about this
incident, please quote Reference number: 5219134037
We want to remind homeowners to always use a door chain when answering
the door to unexpected callers. Always ensure that any other doors and
windows are closed and locked before opening the door. Be especially wary if
there is more than one person, as it is easy for one offender to talk to you or ask
to be shown other parts of the property, leaving the other visitor alone. Asking
to use the toilet or wanting a drink is another way of distracting the resident
into leaving one of the callers on their own.
If you have any information regarding these incidents, contact the Police on
101. Alternatively you can call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555111
22/07/2019 Non Dwelling Burglary X2 AW047
Between 18/07/2019 23:00 hours and 19/07/2019 06:00 hours on
Stonegallows, Taunton an unknown offender attended the victim’s address and
broke into the victim’s shed. The offender cut the lock on the front door with
bolt cutters allowing access inside. Once inside the offender removed a number
of tools from within.
Between 18/07/2019 and 20/07/2019 on Kingston St. Mary an unknown
offender attended the victim’s address and broke into the victim’s shed. The
offender broke the padlock securing the door and once inside removed a
number of Dewalt power tools. ##
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BOOK REVIEWS
There she falls in with the charming
Captain Willoughby, a debtor, whom
she enlists to gather information
about crimes against prisoners, so
she might involve herself in
petitioning the king in their name.
‘’Tis a plot, Madam, of the direst
sort.’ With these whispered words
Willoughby draws Elizabeth
unwittingly into the infamous Popish
Plot and soon not even the fearful
warnings of her husband, Pierre, can
loosen her bond with it.

Thrown Away Child
by Louise Allen
Paperback £7.74
Thrown Away
Child is a memoir
covering Louise
Allen’s abusive
childhood in a
foster home, how
she survived using her love of
art as a sanctuary
- and how she
hopes to right old
wrongs now by
fostering children herself and
campaigning for the improvement of
foster care services.
It is a compelling and inspirational
story. This book gives a voice to the
many children who grew up
unhappily in care.
*****
The Popish Midwife
by Annelisa Christensen

This is the incredible true story of
one woman ahead of her time and her
fight against prejudice and injustice.
*****
A Spy's Guide to Thinking
by John Braddock
In a 45 minute
read, a former spy
introduces two
simple tools for
thinking..
The tools are
applied to an
incident in a
subway car in
Europe where a spy
faces a new enemy.
Then, they're reapplied to Saddam
Hussein's stockpiling (or not) of
weapons of mass destruction.
John Braddock was a case officer at
the CIA. He developed, recruited and
handled sources on weapons
proliferation, counter-terrorism and
political-military issues. A former
university research fellow, he is now
a strategy consultant. He helps
people and organizations think more
effectively about their strategy, their
customers and the competition.
*****

In seventeenthcentury London,
thirteen years
after the plague
and twelve years
after the Great
Fire, the
restoration of
King Charles II
has dulled the
memory of
Cromwell's
puritan rule, yet fear and suspicion
are rife. Religious turmoil is rarely far
from tipping the scales into hysteria.
Elizabeth Cellier, a bold and
outspoken midwife, regularly visits
Newgate Prison to distribute alms to
victims of religious persecution.
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EAT WELL FOR LESS

Brown rice salad

Lemon meringue ice cream
gateau

Ingredients

Ingredients

225 g/8 oz brown rice
salt
3 spring onions, finely chopped
1 red pepper, cored, seeded and
chopped
50 g/2 oz raisins
50 g/2 oz cashew nuts, roasted and
chopped
2 tbsp parsley,chopped
6 tbsp soy sauce dressing to make soy
sauce dressing:
175 ml/6 fl oz olive oil
4 tbsp soy sauce
2 tbsp lemon juice
1 clove garlic, crushed
1 cm/1 inch piece root ginger, finely
chopped
salt and pepper

425 ml/¾ pt double cream
400 g/14 oz greek yoghurt
175 g/6 oz icing sugar, sifted
3 large lemons, finely grated rind
1 lemon, juice
100 g/4 oz meringues, crushed
5 tbsp Rumwell lemon curd
Method
Pour 425ml/¾ pint cream into a
large bowl, add yoghurt, sugar
and lemon rind.
Whisk together until mixture forms
soft peaks.
Fold in crushed meringues.
Add 6 tablespoons lemon curd
and juice of 1 lemon,
Stir through mixture —just enough to
streak it through.
Spoon mixture into large bowl and
smooth surface.
Cover and freeze overnight.

Method
Cook the rice in boiling salted water
for 40 to 45 minutes until tender.
Rinse, drain well and cool.
Place in bowl and add the remaining
ingredients.
Toss thoroughly before serving.

To serve — remove from freezer and
allow to stand for 10 minutes.
Turn out onto serving dish and serve
with thick double cream.
This recipe will keep for 6 months in
freezer.

Put all the ingredients in a screwtopped jar, adding salt and pepper to
taste.
Shake well to blend before serving.
Makes 275 ml/1/2 pint.

Anne Mitchell, Rumwell Farm Shop

Anne Reilly
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A further extract from E W Hendy’s book (1943)
Somerset Birds and some other folk.

P

ictures of Porlock some seventy years ago show us a primitive country
village. There were two-storeyed cottages, white washed and thatched, with
spacious, built-out fireplaces, and tall chimneys sprawling up one outer wall;
barns and farm buildings, ranged haphazard alongside of narrow, devious
streets paved with cobbles. Between and in front of the houses were flower
gardens. By the bridge stood the mill, and opposite to it was a square building
called the market house. On market days sheep and cattle were penned with
hurdles in the village street and inside the market house were erected
‘standings’, stalls for the sale of sweetmeats and other dainties. Round the
churchyard wandered a row of somewhat decrepit cottages; they covered what
is now part of Parson’s Street: the entrance to the churchyard passed beneath
the first floor of one of these dwellings. The mill stream provided the sole water
supply both for drinking and washing purposes. I have been told that one of
the village inns brewed its beer with water taken from this stream not far below
where it received the effluent from certain stables. That an epidemic of
diphtheria occurred is hardly surprising.
Much of old Porlock has been swept away by modern improvements. Some still
remains: there is the lovely old Doverhay Manor House, now the Doverhay
Reading Rooms; the gabled Royal Oak Inn dates from 1704; the exterior of
some of the old cottages remains unaltered. Others have been pulled down,
some after destruction by fire, within the last ten or fifteen years. No doubt
many of these old buildings were inconvenient and insanitary, but it seems
regrettable that new buildings could not always have copied the simple dignity
of the old. It is not difficult with a little fore-thought to combine beauty and
modernity in architecture though the fact is too often ignored in this
kaleidoscopic era. Some buildings have been reconstructed with understanding
of and sympathy for the genius loci. Of others the less said the better.
The Church with its curiously truncated spire, remains unaltered as to its
exterior since mediaeval times, except for the chequered walls of the vestry.
There is a tradition that the top of the spire was blown, away in a gale about the
year 1700. Dr. F. C. Eeles believes that this must have been the famous gale of
1703. Irreverent romancers embellish this bald statement of fact by asserting
that the portion so removed settled down on the roof of Culbone Church, which
accounts for the pepper-box belfry on that quaint little edifice. Others explain
that when the damaged steeple was being repaired the stag-hounds ran
through the village in full cry; naturally the Porlock men engaged on the tower
downed tools and followed the chase; when this was over they decided not to
proceed further but, in local parlance, to ‘let un’ bide’.
The oak shingles, with which the steeple is covered, were after fifty years
renovated in 1933, for after a high wind they had begun to fall ‘like leaves in
Vallombrosa’. Some of the main internal timbers, surely hewn from Porlock
trees, have lasted for seven hundred years since the tower was built in the 13th
centurv.
###
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St Petrifiieds — The Curate’s Car
Greetings once more from St Petrifieds. I’m the sort of person who believes that
one should, wherever possible, shun the big conglomerates and support the local
trades-people. I regularly patronise all the local business people of St Petrifieds
and generally I get very good service but there is one local trader who stands
out from all the rest, Mr Austin the proprietor of The Golden Spanners Garage.
He gives exceptional service. No job is too big or too small, he sends reminders
when your car service is due and has even been known to follow people down
the street on his bicycle just to satisfy himself that everything is OK. The only
drawback is - he is the world’s worst car mechanic, every single job he
undertakes is a disaster. However, he is such a nice man that no one wants to
upset him by telling him that he is completely useless. So nice in fact that
everyone dutifully patronises him and then spends a fortune, repairing their
cars in secret lest Mr Austin finds out and becomes upset. I have myself spent
many uncomfortable nights lying on my garage floor in the cold semi- darkness
repairing my car after one of Mr Austin’s ‘services’. Working as quietly as
possible in case he was out on one of his patrols and came to investigate. Most
people are well aware of the situation by now but of course there is always one
exception and, as usual, that exception is Rev Keen. The hapless curate’s stipend
is so small that he has only recently been able to afford to buy a car.
Unfortunately Rev Keen is not a very good judge of character (somewhat of a
drawback for a clergyman I should think) and bought his car from ‘Honest Joe’s
Bombsite Autos’ in Midhampton. The car was a ‘Bucharest Bullet’ made
sometime during the sixties somewhere in Eastern Europe and bore a strange
resemblance to a hen house on wheels. The engine was so noisy that one had to
wear ear plugs whilst travelling in it and once in motion rattled and shuddered
along the road with a strange lurching motion. In fact the car was so decrepit
that had it been an animal it would have been put down out of kindness. Rev
Keen however loved it, christened it ‘Gabriel’ and drove everywhere in it. He
became quite a popular sight driving through the village, Gabriel, covered in
‘Jesus Saves’ stickers, shuffling and backfiring along the road with a gang of
cheering children walking slowly behind breathing in the lead- filled fumes.
Then disaster struck! Rev Keen thought that he could hear a tappet rattling
slightly, although how he could distinguish anything in the mechanical
cacophony that emanated from under the bonnet I just don’t know. Before
anyone could stop him he had called Mr Austin in, and Gabriel’s engine was
scattered all over the garage floor. During the next few days Mr Austin
struggled manfully to put the engine back together again. He gave the curate
most of the bits that were left over in one of his traditional sacks, admitting that,
for the first time ever, he had been defeated. Rev. Keen was devastated but not
for long. It transpired that an eccentric millionaire had been trying for years to
trace such a car for his extensive ‘Communist Vehicle’ collection and had heard
about Gabriel through a contact. A few days later Rev Keen waved Gabriel a
tearful farewell with a cheque for five times what he had paid for him in his
pocket!
RICHARD BOND
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David Pickup, a solicitor, offers some guidance on a tricky subject…
Taking photographs of other people
Life is never simple for many of us.

I

f you are the editor of a local magazine or website, and are contacted by
some people who want you to use some of their photographs, what do you
do?
There’s the proud uncle whose nephew has just won a competition at a
uniformed organisation for baking a cake. His wife took a photo of the
entrants and the winning cake.
Then there’s the local businessman who wants to write an article about the
business. He thinks family values are very important and wants to have a
photo of the business with his partner and their step-children, who are
teenagers.
Then there’s the keen young photographer who took some ‘arty’ snaps of
families at the village fete.
What do you do? There are no simple answers to when you can or cannot
use photographs. Neither the Children Act nor any other legislation outlaws
taking normal photographs of children but there are some restrictions on
how you use them.
Here are the basics to ask yourself:
Do you have permission to use the photograph? The proud uncle’s
photograph was taken by his wife, so he does not have copyright unless she
agrees to its use. It was taken at a uniformed organisation, so what do they
think about other entrants to the competition being in the magazine?
Do you have the right people’s consent? The local businessman’s photograph
includes step-children and his partner. If they are teenagers, do they want
their picture in the magazine? If they are step-children, which parent can
give consent?
Are you respecting people’s privacy? General photographs of crowds are
probably acceptable, but families enjoying a day out might not want a
photograph to appear of them.
It is difficult. As an editor you want to encourage photographs, as they add
so much to a magazine or website. But is it worth taking the risk? It might
be safer to say no. The priority is always to protect children. It might be
better not to use photographs of children at all, especially if your magazine is
also available on line. The Church of England and various other charities
have guidance on this subject.
As always this is a light hearted guide and take advice.
Editor: Hopefully I have never unknowingly crossed the Rubicon.
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POINTS TO PONDER

the skin barrier. One in five adults in
Britain now have a tattoo.
*****
Hot-desking staff waste time

Cycle – and be well

D

r Tom Porter, a consultant in
public health medicine, is urging
people to cycle more. “It is a fantastic
form of physical activity and riding
your bike is one of the easiest ways to
reduce your risk of ill health while
building your cardiovascular fitness.
It’s also great for improving mental
well-being too.
“Not only can cycling to work reduce
your risk of death from heart disease
by 52 per cent, but it’s also a great
way to get around the city without
using your car, making it good for
both you and the environment.”
*****
Beware the hidden extra
in getting a tattoo

S

haring desks may not be as
efficient as some employers hope
that it is. A recent study has found
that office workers may spend up to
two weeks a year just wandering
around looking for somewhere to sit.
And on average, productivity levels
are reduced by almost a third.
In recent years companies have used
hot-desking in an effort to reduce the
amount of office space that they
require, and to encourage greater
interaction between employees. But
the staff said that they waste time
each day looking for a spare desk, and
setting up their computer. They
missed having personal space and felt
alienated from their colleagues. The
survey was done by Brickendon, the
global consultancy.
*****
Open the window!

H

ow often do you think about the
air quality within your own
home?
The National Institute for Health and
Care Excellence (Nice) has found that
many of us are living with ‘indoor
pollution’. It has recently issued

O

ne in five people who get tattoos,
cosmetic piercings, acupuncture
or electrolysis also get something they
did not bargain on: an infection.
The Royal Society for Public Health is
now calling for an overhaul of safety
standards, as it warns that the
fashion is putting lives at risk. For
although most infections are burning
and swelling, some go on to cause
sepsis, which can be fatal.
There is no standard legal infection
control requirement across the UK
for anyone offering tattoos, piercings
or other treatments that compromise
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advice on keeping kitchens and
bathrooms well ventilated to combat
the problem.
Nice warns that bathing, cooking,
cleaning, drying clothes, using
candles or open fires all impact on
the air quality within a room. Poor
ventilation leads to a build-up of
pollutants which can exacerbate
illnesses such as asthma.
*****
How hygienic are you?

Why Mummy should not feel guilty

M

others of young children aged
from new-born to six-years-old
feel guilty about taking time away
from their children in order to
exercise.
But mothers have a greater influence
on their offspring’s activity levels
than fathers do, and it is important
that children grow up with exercise
seen as a normal part of the family
routine.
That is the verdict of Sport England,
who did the survey. While most
mothers prioritise family, cooking
and housework over keeping fit
activities, “children with active
parents – particularly mothers – are
more likely to be active themselves.
And children who have positive
experiences of sport and physical
activity early on are also more likely
to prioritise being active in later life,”
according to a spokeswoman from
Sport England.
To help mothers fit exercise around
family life, Sport England is offering a
series of tips, as part of its This Girl
Can campaign. Visit:
http://www.thisgirlcan.co.uk/
*****
What to do if you lack confidence

T

he Royal Society for Public
Health (RSPH) is concerned that
many people mistakenly think that
keeping their homes too clean is
damaging.
So, they do not wash their hands after
using the lavatory, handling raw
meat, playing with pets, picking up
dog poo, coughing, or handling dirty
clothing and household linen.
The Society stresses that while people
need diverse exposure to most
harmless microbes, such as those
children can find playing outdoors,
they should still remain vigilant about
hygiene in the home.
As one professor explained: “Getting
outdoors and playing with friends,
family and pets is great for exposure
to ‘good bacteria’, and building a
healthy microbiome, it is also crucial
that this does not get in the way of
good hygiene” (which helps you
avoid harmful microbes).
*****

H

ere is a very simple tip for
appearing confident or in charge
of a situation: tilt your head.
Researchers have found that tucking
your chin and lowering your head by
just 10 degrees makes you appear far
more dominant, even if your
expression stays neutral.
The reason seems to be that tilting
your head creates the illusion that the
eyebrows have formed a ‘V-shape’,
which usually occurs when someone
is being aggressive.
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T

Most of us are expert at reading faces
for signs of friendship or hostility,
and we are expert as gauging another
person by the narrowing or widening
of the eyes, an upturned mouth or
frown. Now it seems that you can
add a small tilt to the clues you need.
*****
Blinded by the light?

hree-quarters of toddlers are
eating too much. Their parents
are feeding them ‘healthy’ fruit-based
snacks which are in reality threequarters sugar.
A Public Health England (PHE)
investigation has found that the
market for baby ‘finger food’ such as
dried fruit and oat bars, is rapidly
expanding – we spent £100m on such
products last year. But processed
dried fruit products are high in sugar.
Parents who think they have found a
good way to get their children to eat
their greens are being deceived. One
example given is of a broccoli, pear
and peas pouch which contained
seven per cent broccoli, 14 per cent
peas and 79 per cent pear.
Another product which claimed to be
‘one of five a day’ and ‘packed with
real fruit’ actually contained 68
grams of sugar per 100 grams.
*****
How often do you socialise with
family and friends?

A

re you increasingly blinded by
headlight glare? The rise in
popularity of the ‘Chelsea Tractors’
and SUVs on our roads is not helping
the problem. In fact, more than half
of us are finding that the problem is
worse than even a year ago.
A survey by the RAC has found that
more than half of us have been
temporarily blinded on the road by
the higher beams of SUVs. And 90
per cent of us have been dazzled by
the headlights of an oncoming
vehicle.
It can be dangerous. Government
figures show that around 300
accidents are caused every year by, or
in part by, being dazzled.
The problem is caused by a number
of factors; SUVs are higher than cars,
and so their headlights shine straight
into the mirrors of the drivers in
front. Also, modern car headlights
are very bright: the xenon lights,
give off a bluer glow, while the LED
lamps often dazzle.
*****
Why ‘healthy’ snacks are not so
healthy at all.

I

f you manage it only about once a
month, you are not alone. Nearly
half of us are so busy with work and
other commitments, that seeing
family and friends has become a rare
thing. It is thought that an increase
in social media is responsible for the
decline in face-to-face interaction.
But according to the Sainsbury’s
Living Well Index, the lack of human
interaction with close associates is
causing the nation’s sense of wellbeing to dwindle.
Nearly one in ten of us never meet
our friends, relatives or co-workers
socially, while 21 per cent of us do so
less than once a month. A further
17.5 per cent of us only socialises
once a month. ##
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All in the month of SEPTEMBER
It was:
500 years ago, from 20th Sept 1519 to 1522 that Portuguese explorer
Ferdinand Magellan led a Spanish expedition to the East Indies. It became
the first circumnavigation of the world. But Magellan was killed in a battle
with natives in the Philippines in 1521.
125 years ago, on 1st Sept 1894 that the General Post Office in the UK
sanctioned the use of picture postcards and introduced a half-penny
postage rate for them. This led to a boom in picture postcards and the
extensive photographic documentation of towns and landscapes.
Also 125 years ago, on 28th Sept 1894 that the British retail chain Marks
and Spencer was founded when Michael Marks acquired his first
permanent stall in Leeds covered market and invited Thomas Spencer to
become his business partner.
100 years ago, on 12th Sept 1919 that Adolf Hitler joined the fledgling
German Worker’s Party, which would later become the Nazi Party.
80 years ago, on 1st Sept 1939 that Germany invaded Poland, beginning
World War II.
75 years ago, from 17th to 25th Sept 1944 that Operation Market Garden
took place. The Allies attempted a massive airborne invasion of Germanoccupied Netherlands but were forced to withdraw. (The story was told in
A Bridge too Far.)
70 years ago, on 30th Sept 1949 that the Berlin Airlift ended after 14
months and over 270,000 flights.
65 years ago, on 29th Sep 1954 that CERN (the European Organization for
Nuclear Research) was established in Geneva Switzerland.
40 years ago, on 29th Sept 1979 that Pope John Paul II became the first
pope to visit Ireland.
15 years ago, from 1st to 3rd Sept, that the Beslan school hostage crisis
took place in Russia. Armed terrorists took more than 1,100 children and
adults hostage. Russian security forces ended the crisis on the third day,
entering the school with tanks and heavy weapons. More than 300
hostages were killed, including 186 children, and hundreds more were
injured.
Also 15 years ago, on 30th Sept 2004 that the Iraq Survey Group released
its final report (the Duelfer Report) on Iraq’s purported weapons of mass
destruction programme, following the 2003 invasion of Iraq. It concluded
that Iraq had not had any weapons of mass destruction since 1991. ##
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More than 50,000 people now attend
non-traditional church gatherings

M

ore than 50,000 people are attending non-traditional
church gatherings, thanks to the success of a drive to attract
worshippers with no previous contact with the Christian faith,
the General Synod heard this summer.
And members of the General Synod gave their backing to an
expansion of ‘Fresh Expressions’ churches – new forms of church
gatherings, meeting often in venues such as cafes, community
centres and pubs.
Fresh Expressions churches now account for 15% of
congregations in the Church of England and are estimated to
attract more than 50,000 worshippers, the equivalent to the size
of two new dioceses, the General Synod was told.
To boost the movement, the Church of England is planning for up
to 6,000 ‘pioneer’ ministers within the next decade – both lay and
ordained - to serve Fresh Expressions churches. There are also
plans to give further support for the growth of new forms of
church gatherings in 10 dioceses.
Fresh Expressions was called “the most influential missionary
movement of the last 50 years, and a significant means of
allowing our church to thrive now and in the future.” Mark
Sheard, Chair of the Ministry and Public Affairs Council of the
Church of England, leading a debate at the General Synod said: “I
am firmly of the belief that … what we are witnessing here is a real
and exceptional movement of the Spirit.”
And so the General Synod voted to approve a new motion
celebrating the success of the Fresh Expressions movement, and
encouraging every parish and diocese to be part of the
movement.
##
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THE ARTS SOCIETY TAUNTON EVENING
The new season of lectures begins again on
Thursday 12th September.
Join us for lively and interesting lectures on the arts from
nationally recognised Experts.
For full details see our website:
www.theartssocietytauntonevening.org.uk
AUTUMN PROGRAMME OF LECTURES
September 12th - The Weimar Republic
Gavin Plumley, writer and BBC broadcaster.
October 10th - Big Ben
Tim Redmond, guide within the
Palace of Westminster & the city of London.
November 14th – The Rise & Fall of Napoleon
Stephen Duffy, former senior curator at the Wallace Collection
Annual membership for 9 lectures is just £53
(+ £5 joining fee in year 1).
Meeting on the second Thursday of the month
(excluding July, August and December) the evening begins
with refreshments at 6.30pm and the
One hour lecture at 7pm in Queen’s Hall, Queen’s College.
If you would like to join us for a ‘taster’
session visitors are welcome for £7.50 (maximum 3 lectures)
To book a place or join please contact Anne Phillips on
01823 412102 or
email: annephillips267@gmail.com
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Jokes from readers

My Awful Jokes Page

A

The power of prayer.
When God Sends You Help …
don't Ask Questions

man went to visit his 90 year old
grandfather. While eating the
breakfast of eggs and bacon prepared
for him, he notices his plate isn't
clean. So he says, "Grandfather, are
these plates clean?"
His grandfather replies, "Those plates
are as clean as cold water can get
them, so go on and finish your meal."
That afternoon, while eating the
hamburgers his grandfather made for
lunch, he noticed many little black
specks around the edge of his plate so
again he asked, "Grandfather are you
sure these plates are clean?"
Without looking up from his burger,
the grandfather says, "I told you
those dishes are as clean as cold
water can get them, now don't ask me
about it anymore."
Later that day, they went out to get
dinner. As he was leaving the house,
the man's grandfather's dog who was
lying on the floor started to growl and
would not let him pass.
His grandfather shouts, "Coldwater,
get out of the way!"
*****
piece of string walks into a bar
and the bartender goes, “Sorry,
we don’t serve strings here.” The
string walks out all sad and defeated,
then has a great idea. He ties himself
in a bow, cuts off his ends to look all
pretty, and struts back into the bar.
The bartender looks at him and goes,
“Hey, aren’t you that string I turned
away before?” and the string goes,
“Nope! I’m a frayed knot!”
*****
n Italian businessman goes to
Indonesia for a business trip. He
hates Indonesian food, so he asked
the concierge in his hotel, “Is there

S

he hurried to the pharmacy to get
medication, got back to her car
and found that she had locked her
keys inside.
The woman found an old rusty coat
hanger left on the ground. She looked
at it and said, "I don't know how to
use this."
She bowed her head and asked God
to send her some HELP.
Within 5 minutes a beat-up old
motorcycle pulled up, driven by a
bearded man who was wearing an old
biker skull rag.
He got off his cycle and asked if he
could help.
She said: "Yes, my daughter is sick.
I've locked my keys in my car. I must
get home. Please, can you use this
hanger to unlock my car?"

A

He said, "Sure". He walked over to
the car, and in less than a minute the
car was open.
She hugged the man and through
tears said, "Thank You God for
sending me such a very nice man."
The man heard her little prayer and
replied, "Lady, I am NOT a nice man.
I just got out of prison yesterday; I
was in prison for car theft."

A

The woman hugged the man again,
sobbing, "Oh, thank you, God! You
even sent me a professional!"
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any restaurant where I can find
Italian food here?” The concierge
says, “You’re lucky sir, a new pizza
restaurant just opened and they
deliver.” The businessman asks for
the restaurant’s number, goes back to
his room and orders the pizza.
30 minutes later, the delivery person
shows up with the pizza. He takes the
pizza and eats it. Suddenly he’s
sneezing uncontrollably and shouting
to the delivery person, “What did you
put on this pizza?!”
The delivery man bows deeply and
says, “We put exactly what you
ordered on the phone, sir. It’s pepper
only”
*****
wo friends are walking down the
street thinking of something to
do. One friend turns to the other and
says, “Let’s go get a drink, there’s this
new place that does THE best punch
you’ll ever drink.”
So they make their way to the bar and
walk straight up to the bartender
“Bartender, two glasses of your best
punch please.”
The bartender replies in a stern voice,
“If you want some punch you’re
gonna have to get in line like
everybody else.”
The friends turn and look around but
there’s no punch line… …..
*****
n Englishman, a Scotsman, and
an Irishman walk into a pub.
They proceed to each buy a pint of
Guinness. Just as they were about to
enjoy their creamy beverage a fly
landed in each of their pints and
became stuck in the thick head. The
Englishman pushed his beer away
from him in disgust. The Irishman
fished the offending fly out of his beer

and continued drinking it as if
nothing had happened. The Scotsman
too, picked the fly out of his drink,
held it out over the beer and then
started yelling: "SPIT IT OUT, SPIT
IT OUT .
*****
devout Australian cowboy lost
his favourite Bible while he was
mending fences out on the range.
Three weeks later, a kangaroo walked
up to him carrying the Bible in its
mouth. The cowboy couldn't believe
his eyes. He took the precious book
out of the kangaroo’s mouth, raised
his eyes heavenward and exclaimed,
"It's a miracle!" "Not really," said the
kangaroo. "Your name is written
inside the cover."
*****
n airplane takes off from the
airport. The captain is Jewish
and the first officer is Chinese. It's the
first time they've flown together and
it's obvious by the silence that they
don't get along.
After thirty minutes, the Jewish
Captain speaks, "I don't like Chinese."
The First Officer replies, " Ooooh, no
like Chinese? Why ees that?" The
Captain says, "You bombed Pearl
Harbor. That's why I don't like
Chinese." The F.O. says, "Nooooo,
noooo... Chinese not bomb Pearl
Harbah. That Japanese, not Chinese."
And the Captain answers, "Chinese,
Japanese, Vietnamese... it doesn't
matter, they're all alike." Another
thirty minutes of silence.
Finally the F.O. says, "No like Jew."
The Captain replies, "Why not? Why
don't you like Jews?" F.O. says, "Jews
sink Titanic." The Captain tries to
correct him, "No, no. The Jews didn't
sink the Titanic. It was an iceberg."
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The F.O. replies," Iceberg, Goldberg,
Rosenberg, no mattah. All same."
*****
here were two cats. One of their
names was one two three and the
other name was un deux trois
They had a race across the lake,
which cat won?
One two three won, because un ,
deux, trois, cat, sank.
*****
n Irish priest is driving down to
New York and gets stopped for
speeding in Connecticut. The state
trooper smells alcohol on the priest's
breath and then sees an empty wine
bottle on the floor of the car. He says,
"Sir, have you been drinking?" "Just
water," says the priest. The trooper
says, "Then why do I smell wine?"
The priest looks at the bottle and
says, "Good Lord! He's done it again!"
*****
hree men were all applying for
the same job as a detective. One
was Polish, one was Jewish, and one
was Italian. Rather than ask the
standard questions during the
interview, the chief decided to ask
each applicant just one question and
base his decision upon that answer.
When the Jewish man arrived for his
interview, the chief asked, "Who
killed Jesus Christ?" The Jewish man
answered without hesitation "The
Romans killed him." The chief
thanked him and he left. When the
Italian man arrived for his interview,
the chief asked the same question. He
replied "Jesus was killed by the
Jews." Again, the chief thanked the
man who then left. When the Polish
man arrived for his interview, he was
asked the exact same question. He
thought for a long time, before

saying, "Could I have some time to
think about it?" The chief said, "OK,
but get back to me tomorrow.
" When the Polish man arrived home,
his wife asked "How did the interview
go?"
He replied, "Great, I got the job, and
I'm already investigating a murder!"
*****
man was on holiday in the
depths of Louisiana, where he
tried to buy some Alligator shoes.
However he was not prepared to pay
the high prices, and after having
failed to haggle the vendor down to a
reasonable price level, ended up
shouting "I don't give two hoots for
your shoes man, I'll go and kill my
own "croc!," to which the shopkeeper
replied, "By all means, just watch out
for those two "ole boys" who are
doing the same!".
So the man went out into the Bayou,
and after a while saw two men with
spears, standing still in the water.
'They must be the 'ole boys' he
thought. Just at that point he noticed
an alligator moving in the water
towards one of them. The guy stood
completely passive, even as the gator
came ever closer. Just as the beast
was about to swallow him, he struck
home with his spear and wrestled the
gator up onto the beach, where
several already laying.
Together the two guys threw the gator
onto its back, whereupon one
exclaimed "Darn! This one doesn't
have any shoes either!"
*****
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St James the Least of All
The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle
Eustace’…
On the peculiar stains and smells of old choir robes
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
Your withering comments, saying that our choir robes, were ‘surplice’ to
requirements did not go down well at last week’s practice. I will concede that
Mr Baddeley’s robes smell somewhat kippered and are laced with burns - but
you can expect little less from 40 years of enjoying a final cigarette behind a
gravestone before the start of Matins.
Certainly, Mr Timmin’s surplice has a strange series of red and blue polka dots,
but that is only because he uses his time in the choir stalls, when not singing, to
catch up on marking his pupils’ essays. The red gash on Miss Thripp’s surplice
may look as if the choirmaster has just stabbed her, but it was only a jam
doughnut she ate, just before that wedding five years ago.
Our robes are steeped in history – they have seen their way through the death
of Queen Victoria, the relief of Mafeking, and two World Wars.
When one morning Admiral Flagg developed an ostentatious cough, I gave him
a cough sweet from the pocket of my own cassock. He later commented that it
had a strange taste. Not surprising – it had been in the pocket when I was
given the cassock 50 years ago from Canon Ball’s widow after he died.
In an attempt to improve the look of the surplices, Mrs Wigg offered to starch
them all. Unfortunately, her enthusiasm is only surpassed by her ineptitude.
She worked on the principle that if one packet of starch was good, ten would be
better. When the choir arrived the following Sunday, they found twenty
surplices standing round the vestry floor looking like a circle of tents at Scout
camp.
Once the choir had struggled into them, they had to process up the aisle in
single file, as they were all about 6 feet wide. The choir stood rigidly throughout
the Service, knowing that any rapid movement risked severing a major artery.
But our style of choir dress has one advantage which yours can never equal.
Within our choristers’ voluminous robes, there is ample space for peppermints,
packs of cards, the Sunday newspapers and balls of wool and knitting needles.
Your music group in their jeans and tee-shirts must feel utterly bereft during
the sermon.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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SERVICES AT ST PETER & ST PAUL FOR SEPTEMBER 2019
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Hebrews 13.1-8,
8.00 a.m. 15-16
10.00 a.m. Luke 14.1,7-14

Wednesday
4 September

Holy Communion

10.00 a.m. Luke 4.38-end
Micah 3

Sunday
8 September
12 of Trinity

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Deuteronomy
8.00 a.m. 30.15-end
10.00 a.m. Luke 14.25-33

Sunday
1 September
11 of Trinity

Wednesday
11 September
Sunday
15 September
13 of Trinity
Wednesday
18 September
Sunday
22 September
14 of Trinity

Holy Communion

Luke 6.20-26
10.00 a.m. Habakkuk 1.1-11

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

1 Timothy 1.12-17
8.00 a.m. Luke 15.1-10
10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion

10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Rosemary Lockley
Val Traylen

Mai Curnow
Robert Coombs

Luke 7.31-35
Haggi 2.10-end

8.00 a.m. Amos 8.4-7
10.00 a.m. Luke 16.1-13

Wednesday
25 September

Holy Communion

10.00 a.m.

Sunday
29 September
15 of Trinity

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
HARVEST

8.00 a.m. Luke 16.19-end
10.00 a.m. Psalm 146

Will Osmond
Jo George

Luke 9.1-6
Zechariah 7
Beverley Keitch
Sally Adams

GRASS CUTTING
22nd Stuart English
8th Geoff Bowyer

WHO ARE
THESE
CONTINENTAL
CHAPPIES?
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CHURCH DIRECTORY (01823)
Church web site:

www.stpeterandstpaul.org.uk

Vicar:

Rev. Philip Hughes
(Usual day off - Friday)
phil2overflowing@gmail.com

336102

Reader:

Gerald Lush

251105

Church Wardens:

Mr Will Osmond
Mrs Jo George

461820
331432

Treasurer:

Kathy Fear

0774 811 8124

Gift Aid Co-ordinator:

Pat Barrett

365811

Safeguarding Officer:

Tim Sutton

286984

Tower Secretary:

Giles Morley

430710

PCC Secretary:

Gerald Lush

251105

Parish Administrator/
Weekly Notice Sheet

Jayne White
jayne.vicarageoffice@gmail.com

Church Flowers:

Belinda Luke

289537

CHURCH HALL REPRESENTATIVES
Booking Secretary:

Sue Faire

288182

Hall Treasurer:

Bob Coombs

253697

Covers by Bob Coombs. Photos by Bob Winn & Bob Coombs

Harvest moon over the village
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