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BISHOP’S HULL PARISH MAGAZINE
NOVEMBER 2020

A THRIVING VILLAGE COMMUNITY
IN THE HEART OF SOMERSET
PRICE - 60 PENCE
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The Editor’s own Home Flower Show Special 2020

End of September - the roof goes on the new HUB building
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Magazines are delivered monthly to subscribers at a cost of £6.00 per annum.

(Please note: Individual copies are now priced at 60p)
Copies posted will attract a stamp fee (2nd class large) per copy .
Our magazine year starts on (TO BE DECIDED). Annual subscriptions
are due on this date or may be prepaid following delivery of the next
magazine. Complimentary copies are sent to the LMG, Hospices and the
local nursing and residential homes.
ADVERTISERS: Without the support of our advertisers this magazine
would not be financially viable. Please try to support them whenever
possible, and mention this magazine when doing so.
It is emphasised that the views expressed in this magazine are not
necessarily those of the the magazine editorial team,unless attributable,
or those sent in by identifiable contributors.
COVER PICTURE: Autumn Leaves
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The Frank Bond Centre
84 Mountway Road, Bishop’s Hull

All activities at The Frank Bond Centre, both inside
and outside, have been suspended, except croquet
where booking is essential, until greater clarification.
Over 50? Come and join us for fun, friendship & activities
Annual membership £22 (£20 if paid before 31st Jan)
Contact Carolyn 01823 283941
Find on on facebook (& ‘Like’ us)
Activities to be resumed in due course
Every Monday The Painting Group 10.00-12.00
Whist Club 1.30-4.00pm
Bridge Club 2.00-4.00pm (except first Monday in the month)
Every Tuesday Croquet 10.00-12.00 Games 2.00-4.00pm
Every Thursday Bridge Club 10.00-12.00
German conversation 10.00-12.00
Croquet 2.00-4.00pm
Frank’s Café 10-00-12.00 Non members warmly welcomed
Every Friday

Monthly Activities
1st Monday in month
2nd & 4th Tuesday.
1st Wednesday
4th Wednesday
3rd Thursday

Family History 2.00-4.00pm
Parchment club for members 1.30-4.30pm
Just for Singles social club 2.00-4.00pm
Music Circle 2.00-4.00pm
Monthly lunch

NB The centre is closed until further notice from the Government
Plus many more exciting activities…Table tennis, Boules, Coach
trips….
The centre is not currently available to hire
For All enquires, please contact Nadia 01823 338242 Mob 07989
970165
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Piano
Lessons
O.

Experienced teacher.
Home visits.
Beginners welcome.
Exams or pleasure.
O.

Mr H Sherman
01823 338842

PAIN? DO YOU SUFFER FROM .........
Backache Neck Pain Joint Pain and much more
CHIROPRACTIC TREATMENT IS SO OFTEN THE ANSWER

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
CHIROPRACTOR CATHERINE FRANCE B.Se. (CHIROPRACTIC) DC

BISHOPS LYDEARD CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC,
QUANTOCK VALE SURGERY, BISHOPS LYDEARD

01823 432361
www.francechiropractic.co.uk
France Chiropractic LTD
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Amherst & Shapland
(Taunton and Wiveliscombe)

Chartered Accountants
A professional Accountancy and Taxation Service
For business and private clients.
Please telephone for a FREE, no obligation initial consultation.
Fixed quotes given.
Full time offices at:
Wiveliscombe
01984 622000
Taunton
01823 326555
Visiting:
Dulverton

01398 323135

Email: office@amshap.co.uk

www.amshap.co.uk

nb computing solutions

‘Solution Focused Hypnotherapy’

Friendly, reliable help for all
your computer problems

Confidence
Phobias
Addictions
IBS
Weight issues
OCD
Self Harm
PTSD
Anger
Stress/anxiety
Depression
Panic Attacks
Hypnobirthing
And many more

‘Focused on the present and the
future leaving the past behind’

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

PC/laptop repairs and upgrades
New PC/laptop purchase and setup
Lost password retrieval
Data backup and recovery
Internet security
Virus detection and removal
Telephone and Internet wiring
Tel: 01823 277469
Mobile: 07917 333464
Email:
nigelbroom@nbcomputingsolutions.
co.uk

07766 250113
Sdhypnotherapy@yahoo.co.uk

Web: www.nbcomputingsolutions.co.uk

www.sdykehypnotherapy.co.uk
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M.J.TOOZE
PLUMBING, BATHROOM
and
TILING SPECIALIST

LANDSCAPING &
ARTIFICIAL LAWNS
● Garden Landscaping

Matthew Tooze

●

● Patios, Stone Walling,
Decking, Pergolas
●

t: 01823 351 130
m: 07746 104 838

● Lazylawn Artificial Grass
Licensee for the South West
●

● Commercial & Residential

Contact:- 01823 252023

17 Queens Drive, Taunton,
Somerset.
TA1 4XW

www.lazylawntaunton.co.uk
www.englishgardenco.co.uk

LTD Est. 1988
TREE SURGERY AND LANDSCAPING SERVICE
.# FULLY INSURED # FULLY QUALIFIED # COUNCIL APPROVED
# ALL ASPECTS OF
STAFF
# POLLARDING
TREE-WORK
# PRUNING AND
# ESTATE
# FELLING
MAINTENANCE
MANAGEMENT
# STUMP GRINDING # PLANTING
#.24 HOUR CALL OUT

Call Colin Inder For Free Quotation
T: 01823 462972 M: 07831 108445
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DEG Digital Direct >>>
HASSLE FREE GENUINE FRIENDLY ADVICE THAT YOU CAN TRUST

Sales > Installation > Setup
of

Televisions > Hi-fi > Home Cinema > AV Furniture
All market leading brands supplied and installed
For more information please call Martin on
Tel – 01823 251131 > Mob – 07982 855491
Website - www.degdigitaldirect.co.uk
Email - enquiries@degdigitaldirect.co.uk

' customer care is our pride ’
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Vicar:
Reverend Philip Hughes ,
The Vicarage, Bishop's Hull Hill,
Bishop's Hull, TA1 5EB
01823-336102
Church Wardens:
Mr Will Osmond, 01823-461820
Mrs Jo George,
01823-331432

O

ver the last nine months just about everyone has been affected in some
way or other by the ban on ‘gatherings’, social and domestic. Your church,
fitness club, social club, some restaurants and public houses, village halls and
flower shows, just to mention a few. Unfortunately many people have lost their
jobs, and businesses have lost their income whilst millions of families,
youngsters and pensioners have no longer a club or meetings to go to.
It is an undeniable fact that we humans are social animals and societies only
flourish by embracing physical contact and the exchange of information and
ideas. Families and ethnic societies throughout the world supply this
necessary ‘glue’ to grow and flourish. Without it many feel isolated and lonely.
Many of us do our best to fill the void by keeping in touch via social media and
the telephone. Many, not only the aged, do not have either the skills or the upto-date equipment (computers, IPads, etc) to participate in this way. Distance,
ill health and frailty may also be another of the reasons.
If we have learned anything during this pandemic it is the fact that, without
any shadow of doubt, everyone needs someone in their lives who can stand by
their side and see them through. Millions of strangers are helping and caring
for millions of strangers. Neighbours are talking to neighbours. Groups of
people are organising and daily planning ways and means of supporting one
another. Meanwhile the virus continues to spread in spite of every effort by
governments to control it, hopefully, without destroying the economy in the
process.
So, what do we factually know and just how much intelligent guesswork is
involved? Without a doubt we are on a steep learning curve because the corona
virus is new and unique to mankind. It will take time but the scientists will
eventually find a vaccine to protect us, however long it takes. They have
incredible computer power available to them to untangle strands of DNA and
understand what makes the virus ‘tick’. Maybe, along the way, a cure for other
diseases will come to light.
For many people in the UK, especially for those living in areas with a high
incidence of infection, government interference in their daily lives is becoming
intolerable. They say that they are obeying the rules but things still do not get
any better . If I knew the reasons why, I wouldn’t be sitting here writing to you.
It is a hard, sorry fact that each one of us must do our very best to stay safe and
do everything we can to ensure we do not catch the virus and make sure if we
have we do not pass it onto anyone else. There is nothing else one can do.
12
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The Vicar writes ……
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Autumn has traditionally been a time when Christians explore
the big questions about life and death. Watching the leaves
fall and the nights draw in is an opportunity for all ages to
think about love and loss and remember in special ways. Children often ask questions about death for all kinds of reasons.
It may come from seeing a local war memorial, or closer to
home with the death of a pet. Or maybe your child has lost a great-grandparent,
grandparent, a family friend, a teacher, a neighbour, an aunt or uncle. For some
children, the impact of loss has huge consequences, especially if it’s the death of a
parent or a sibling.
However, and whenever those questions come, there are good ways to remember
those we see no longer with family at home:
• Light a candle on important days and say a prayer together. “Loving God,
thank you for_________ and help us to remember them well. ”
• Gather some items that remind you of that person – letters they wrote,
photos of them, items of clothing – and keep them in a nice box. Encourage children to add things to the box.
There are many other ways too.
The church also has ways of remembering those we love who have died. This happens at the start of November, at All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day. A week later, at
Remembrance Sunday, we remember those who died in wars, and pray for peace.
This year we will be having special services which help people to remember, to
pray, to grieve, to give thanks. These are a few:
• 08 November 2020 an online gathering at 11am to mark 2 minutes silence.
Look for the poppy in the Community News to colour and display in a window.
• 08 November 2020 an online gathering at 3pm to remember by name
those whom we love but see no longer.
Both these services can be seen ‘live’ on the church Facebook page, and afterwards
as a recording on the church website. All are welcome to join us.
Facebook – search for ‘St Peter and St Paul, Bishops Hull’
Website – www.stpeterandstpaul.org.uk
God bless,
Rev Phil Hughes
Vicar and Chaplain
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Otterhounds kept at the kennels in
Bishop’s Hull, or to the hounds while
being so moved. These kennels were
located where the new Persimmon
housing is at Kennel Field Drive.

BISHOP’S HULL IN TIMES
PAST
1832

A

s a Mr Thomas
of Westonsuper-Mare was
proceeding from
Wellington in his
tandem gig, the
horses became
ungovernable on
their approaching
Bishop’s Hull, and
galloped with such fury that on
turning the corner of the village the
gig came in contact with the
Barnstaple coach, which was stopping
at the door of the Old Inn. The wheel
of the coach was dashed off by the
violence of the shock and the coach in
consequence upset. A lady inside and
several outside passengers were
bruised by the fall, but happily no
serious personal injury was
sustained. Mr Thomas was thrown
out of the gig to a considerable
distance and his vehicle overturned
and greatly damaged. The horses
were stopped without having
occasioned further mischief.

Messrs WR Greenslade and Co
offered for sale by auction at the
Castle Hotel the residential and
agricultural estate of the late Mr OG
Walter of Wellington, comprising
about 280 acres. Ford House at
Wellington, until lately occupied by
the owner, with 12 acres, was sold for
£3800. Oldbury Lodge at Barr with
11 acres, occupied by Mrs Swete
Archer, was purchased by the tenant
at £2500. The agricultural lots
included 37 acres at Fideoak Grist
Mills sold to the tenant, Mr Gregory,
for £3000, 59 acres at Fideoak Farm
with two cottages sold for £5250 and
Longaller Mill with 32 acres and five
cottages sold to the principal tenant
for £2200.
******
REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
• 08 November 2020 an online
gathering at 11am to mark 2 minutes
silence. Look for the poppy in the
Community News to colour and
display in a window.
• 08 November 2020 an online
gathering at 3pm to remember by
name those whom we love but see no
longer.
Both these services can be seen ‘live’
on the church Facebook page, and
afterwards as a recording on the
church website. All are welcome to
join us.

1869
The 7th annual festival of the parish
choirs of the Taunton Deanery Choral
Union was held in the church of St
Mary Magdalene. Thirteen choristers
attended from Bishop’s Hull.
1919
An Order of the Board of Agriculture
stated that the provisions of the
Cornwall and Devon (Control of
Dogs) Order 1919 (No 2) shall not
apply to any movement in connection
with hunting of the Culmstock

Facebook – search for ‘St Peter and St
Paul, Bishops Hull’

Websit www.stpeterandstpaul.org.uk

*****
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Possible local government reorganisation in Somerset.

T

he Government has invited Somerset Councils to put forward proposals for
the creation of unitary local authorities in our County. At the time of
writing, two proposals have been submitted to the Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP,
the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government.
These are the ‘One Somerset’ and ‘Stronger Somerset’ proposals from Somerset
County Council and Somerset’s four District Councils respectively.
One Somerset. Somerset County Council (SCC) propose one Unitary
Authority covering the existing County Council area, which will replace the
current County Council and the four District Councils of Somerset West &
Taunton (SWT), Mendip, South Somerset and Sedgemoor. Visit
OneSomerset.org.uk for more.
Stronger Somerset. Our District Councils propose to replace the existing
County and four District Councils, with two Unitary Authorities. The first will
combine the existing boundaries of SWT and Sedgemoor District Councils,
creating a Unitary Authority in the west of Somerset. The second will merge
the boundaries of Mendip and South Somerset District Councils, creating a
Unitary Authority in the east of our county. Visit StrongerSomerset.co.uk for
more.
Who will deliver our services in Bishop’s Hull?
If a Unitary Authority comes into being, both Somerset County Council and
Somerset West & Taunton District Council would cease to exist, and the new
Authority would take on the responsibility of delivering the services currently
provided by both councils. Bishop’s Hull will continue to be served by its
Parish Council, which will be given the option to take on addition local services
by the new Authority.
So, with the possibility of a change to our local government structure, I thought
I’d briefly summarise some of the services provided by the existing Councils
that represent us here in Bishop’s Hull.
Somerset County Council.
SCC are responsible for services across the whole of the county, including
education and families, roads and transport, social care and health, libraries,
waste and recycling, trading standards, etc.
Visit Somerset.gov.uk for more.
Somerset West & Taunton District Council.
SWT are responsible for services including Licensing, benefits, car parks,
council tax and business rates, housing, planning applications, leisure, parks
and open spaces, bereavement services, etc.
Visit SomersetWestandTaunton.gov.uk for more.
Bishop’s Hull Parish Council.
Whatever the changes in the upcoming local government reorganisation, our
Parish Council will remain.
Visit BishopsHull.org.uk for more information.
John Hunt
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POLICE NOTICES

Y

ou may be aware of the Sun newspaper's ‘rule of six’ front page trademark
infringement of the NW logo,.

The NWN Central Office have taken up this matter with the Sun and the
ombudsman; the use of the NW trademarked logo; the very negative portrayal
and implication of NW members; and the organisation as 'snitches' rather than
the reality which is focused on crime prevention and community
strengthening, cohesion and resilience.

I

f you are home alone and feel vulnerable, whenever you answer the door
remember to LOCK, STOP, CHAIN, CHECK.
LOCK: secure all your other outer doors as the person at the door may intend
to distract you while an accomplice gets in through a back door
STOP: think about whether you’re expecting anyone
CHAIN: put the door chain on or look through the window or spyhole to see
who’s there
CHECK: ask for an identity card and examine it carefully - you can always tell
the caller to come back another time when someone will be with you.
–------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------21/09/20 9788 AW047 Theft from a Garden Shed, Residential
Garage Burglary & Theft from a Vehicle.

A

garden shed has been broken into overnight in Dodhill Road, Kingston St
Mary on the 18th. Most likely nearer to midnight the offender/s
approached the property via a field to the side where they pulled down a wire
fence, on arrival at the shed no lock was present offering any security and the
offender/s gained access stealing a Stihl Chainsaw and a Titan Chainsaw before
making off.
16
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A

Garage and Van have both been broken into in Park Gate, Taunton
overnight on the 17th after 10pm. The offender/s have prised open the
gates to the garage and have also gained entry via the rear door of the van.
Once inside a combination of Makita tools have been stolen including, Impact
Driver, Drill, SDS Drill, Jig Saw, Circular Saw, Angle Grinder, Double Battery
Charger & Four Batteries purchased earlier this year.
You can contact the Police on 101 quoting Reference number: 5220212137
stating NHW Release or Crimestoppers on 0800 555111. Thank you for your
support.

Parish Council News
The last meeting of the Parish Council was held online.
Following the resignation of one of the Councillors, Co-option
notices will be displayed. Lf anyone is interested in joining the Parish
Council, please contact the Clerk.
The following resolutions were made:
- Pass on the grant received form SW&T of £1 700.00 to the
Bishop’s Hull
Village Hall and Playing Fields Trust
- Grant £1000.00 to the Bishop’s Hull Village Hall and Playing
Fields Trust
- Grant £1000 .00 to the Friends of Netherclay Woodland
- Making a decision on the allocation of CIL funds was deferred until
the October meeting, pending further information.
Next meeting was held on Thursday 8th October at 7.00pm — online
via ZOOM
*****

The Parish Council would like to express its thanks to all the
Key Workers and Volunteers in the Parish for the support
you have shown and continue to give to the Community at
this difficult time.
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Notes

Local author Simon Hope has
released a new children's book The
Linda and Norman Thompson
Washy Spinny Time Thingy — he is
Linda and Norman would like to thank giving £2 profit for every locally sold
everyone that has sent cards and
book to the Hub. Reviews from the
kindnesses following the recent loss of
children of Hub committee—
our daughter, Amanda.
members are very good! Please
Linda
contact him to order via his website
www.simonfhopes.com
Bishop’s Hull HUB Update
The build continues to go to
schedule and hopefully you will have
seen this going up on the edge of the
playing field. However, sadly due to
the recently updated Coronavirus
Government Guidelines we had to
cancel the Jumble Trail (scheduled
for 10 Oct) and all future Hub Cafes
until further notice.
We continue to require funds to
complete the whole project so we
will consider remote ways of
fundraising for now — watch this
space.
How you can continue to
support the Hub at this time:
In the meantime, some community
members have asked if they can
donate the amount that they would
normally have spent at a coffee
morning. If you would like to do this
or purchase a personalised Brick
please get in touch for details at
bishopshullhub@gmail.com
or 07500 748 609.
Don't forget to consider a Brick
as a Christmas present for a
local resident too!
There are also some local projects
running in support of the Hub
which you can look at:
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We also have Hub collection tins in
the butcher, shop and pub so please
do pop any loose change in there!
Thank you.
We have now sold a total of 58
bricks and have received some very
kind donations from local residents
— thank you to everyone for all
amounts, big and small, they are
very much appreciated.
Stamp Collections
A local resident has been coordinating collections of used
stamps for 33 years. The funds
raised go to the Children's Hospice.
On average £5,500 is raised every
year.
Please put your used stamps in the
collecting boxes at The Village Store
or at the Primary School.
*****
Bishop's Hull
Community News
Bishop's Hull Parish Council
www.bishopshull.org.uk
Editor & Advertising:
Helen McG|addery
Tel 07518 144614
Please forward any articles, etc to
bishopshullcommunitynews@gmai|
.com
by the 13th of the month
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Bishop’s Hull Parish Magazine:
Annual Account Jan 01 to Dec 31 2019
Receipts

Adverts
Casual sales
Subs & donations

£1,498.00
£ 165.50
£ 887.50
£2,551.00

Total Income
Payments

Printing
Parish Pump
Stationery & stamps
Total Expenditure

£2,190.00*
£ 44.99
£ 137.15
£ 2,372.14

Surplus

£ 178.36**

Bank a/c

£ 6,839.33

Opening Balance
Cash

01/01/2019

£ 6,677.46
£
16.99

Surplus Jan to Dec 2019

£

178.86

Carried Fwd

£ 6,856.32

Closing Balance

£ 6,856.32

* July 2019 £175.00 payment to Colourtone mislaid by bank. Actual total
printing charges were £2365.00. This error will be rectified in 2020 accounts.
** Surplus for 2019, at 31st Dec, was therefore £3.36.
FROM THE EDITOR
The future of the Parish Magazine

S

ubscribers will recall that the last magazine to be printed was April 2020
(copy 11 of 12) and since then only an electronic (free) copy has been
available on the Web for you to read. To date, there have been no instructions
from the Diocese indicating that churches can restart putting hard copy
information into the public domain. Therefore, as a large proportion of
subscribers either have their magazine delivered or pick it up from the church,
we are still unable to have it printed for you. I wish there were more positive
news.
I will continue to produce an electronic copy and hope it will not be too long
before we once again return to normal.
Bob Coombs
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VACANCY NOTICE FOR PARISH MAGAZINE
TREASURER AND ADVERTISING MANAGER

O

ur current Treasurer/Advertising Manager is retiring at the end of the
year. We are therefore looking for volunteers to take on one, or both,
of these vital tasks at the beginning of 2021.
If you wish to volunteer, or find out more about the requirements/skills
required, then please contact our current manager, John Chidgey, who has
offered to give every assistance to the newcomer(s) to these posts.
Contact details can be found inside the front page of the magazine which,
currently, is available to view either on www.stpeterandstpaul.org.uk or
wwwbishopshull.org.uk web sites.
It is important that these two positions are filled as quickly as possible
before publication resumes in 2021.
Poppy Appeal 2020

L

ook out for the Poppy Appeal again
this year, but not so much via street
collections. Instead, the Royal British
Legion will focus on contactless donations,
as a safer way forward during the
pandemic.
One such method will be ‘point of sale
donations’. This means that when you
shop at your supermarket and reach the
till or online, you may be invited to round
up your total to the nearest pound to help
the Poppy Appeal.
A spokesman for the Royal British Legion said: “The Poppy Appeal 2020 is
very much still going ahead”, but that “the safety and wellbeing of our
volunteers, staff and members is paramount.
This means that collectors who fall into the vulnerable category have been
advised “not to take part in activity on behalf of the Poppy Appeal that would
expose them to any additional risks while coronavirus is still present.”
And yet the need is still huge: “Members of the Armed Forces Community are
suffering significant hardship as a result of the Covid-19 outbreak and we at
the Royal British Legion will do everything we possibly can to support them.”

20
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David Pickup, a solicitor, considers doing collections
Before you take your bucket out to do a street collection…

T

he Bible teaching on giving
encourages us to be generous
and planned in our giving. Suppose
you decide to be spontaneous as
well by organising an outdoor
collection, street by street and door
to door for your favourite charity.
You then end up holding a bucket
in your local park for people to put
money in. Unless you have a permit
from your local council (or the
police in London) you are breaking
the law.
If you want to collect money, you will probably require a street collection
licence, depending on your local council. This rule includes any public area
such as a park or open space. It is all to do with the Police, Factories etc.
(Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1916, as amended by the Local Government
Act 1972 and Schedule 29 of that Act. A bit of a mouthful, but it was an Act
of Parliament passed in the middle of the First World War which regulated
flag days and charity collections.
Why did Parliament spend time and effort controlling giving money to
charity at one of the worst points of the war? The reason is there had been
bogus ‘charities’ set up by criminals playing on people’s generosity. The
authorities wanted to reduce nuisance and make sure that no two or more
charities clashed by collecting on the same day.
The law forcing you to get a
licence is to make sure collectors
are properly authorised and that
money is collected in a secure way
and the total proceeds collected are
properly accounted for.
As always this is a light-hearted
guide to a complex subject. Always
get proper advice before acting and be generous!
21

Bishop's Hull Parish Magazine Edition 35/06 November 2020

The Revd John Crew considers an historic moment in recent history.
80 years on, we still need courage and endurance

T

his year is the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain – when the
horrors of the Luftwaffe bombs were heavy over British skies. On this
Remembrance Day we can only imagine the terror of living in Coventry,
in Liverpool, in London during those months, 80 years ago. It must have
seemed like the beginning of the end of the world.
It is a good time to stop and thank God that in the end, evil did not
prevail. Hitler did not win the battle to dominate Europe. His expected
‘rule of a 1000 years’ lasted a mere 12 years (1933 to 1945). And we can
thank God for the courage and endurance of our fathers and
grandfathers, our mothers and grandmothers, in the midst of such
towering darkness and destruction.
Sadly, 80 years on, the world is still at war. Man’s greed, arrogance and
desire for domination have not gone away. There are still battles to be
fought for our land, major problems to be solved. Coronavirus, economic
uncertainty, terrorism, climate warming… the threats are different from
Hitler, but our need for courage, endurance and perseverance is the
same.
It is a good time to pray for our nation and ourselves, to turn to God in
repentance and in faith, to ‘walk more nearly’ and ‘follow Him more
clearly’. It is a good time to be ready to serve our God and serve our
neighbour in whatever ways lie open before us.

22
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We Will Remember – 80 years on

T

his year we’ve been remembering the Battle of Britain, described by
Winston Churchill in August 1940 as ‘one of the decisive battles of
the war.

It was
a dramatic turning point
in the history of the
Second World War. The
occasions for
Remembrance this
month will provide us
times of gratitude for
what was achieved in the darkest moments of war.
However, this year we are very aware of our own struggles with the
worldwide Covid-19 pandemic. We face an unseen enemy, but the
effects on our lives and society are almost as devastating as world war.
Remembering is not just about focusing on past events. It is also about
making present past events, as we give thanks for all that took place.
The Battle of Britain was fought by the Few and won in the skies over
the Channel. In our battle with the virus, we can call to mind the victory
of Jesus: ‘Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from
David.’ (2 Timothy 2:8). Jesus secured the victory of death by His cross
and resurrection, so that we don’t need to fear death, but trust in His
loving purposes for our lives.
Currently we can’t see clearly what the future holds for us; it may be
very different from what we might expect. However, we can pray for
God’s will to be done and that we will play our part, just as each of those
airmen did so many years ago.
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A Year’s Work in the Vegetable Garden
By Sutton & Sons (1951)
NOVEMBER

T

he necessity for tidiness and the quick disposal of all decaying refuse apply
as forcibly to this month as to October. The leaves are falling, the
atmosphere is moist, and there should be the utmost care taken not to make
things worse by scatterings of vegetable rubbish. Now we are in the ‘dull days
before Christmas’ the affairs of the garden may be reviewed in detail, and this
is the best period for such a review. Sorts that have done well or ill, wants that
have been felt, mistakes that have been made, are fresh in one’s memory, and
in ordering seeds, roots, plants, &c., for next season’s work, experience and
observation can be recorded with a view to future benefit. Consistently with the
revision of plans by the fireside, revise the work out of doors. Begin to prepare
for next year’s crops by trenching, manuring, planting, and collecting stuff to
burn in a ‘smother.’ Land dug now for spring seeds and roots, and kept quite
rough, will only require to be levelled down and raked over when spring comes
to be ready for seed, and will produce better crops than if prepared in a hurry.
Protecting material for all the needs of the season must be in readiness, in view
of the fact that a few nights of hard frost may destroy Lettuces, Endives, Celery,
and Cauliflowers worth many pounds, which a few shillingsworth of labour and
litter would have saved. Earthwork can generally be pushed on, and it is good
practice to get all road-mending and the breaking up of new ground completed
before the year runs out, because of the hindrance that may result from frost,
and the inevitable pressure of other work at the turn of the spring. The weather
is an important matter; but often the month of November is favourable to
outdoor work, and labour can then be found more readily than at most other
seasons. Artichokes, Globe, must be protected ere frost attacks them. Cut off
the stems and large leaves to within a foot of the ground; then heap up along
each side of the rows a lot of dry litter consisting of straw, pea haulm, or leaves,
taking care in so doing to leave free access to light and air. The hearts must not
be covered, or decay will follow.
Artichokes, Globe, must be protected ere frost attacks them. Cut off the
stems and large leaves to within a foot of the ground; then heap up along each
side of the rows a lot of dry litter consisting of straw, pea haulm, or leaves,
taking care in so doing to leave free access to light and air. The hearts must not
be covered, or decay will follow.
Artichokes, Jerusalem, may be dug as wanted, but some should be lifted
and stored in sand for use during frosts.
Asparagus beds not yet cleaned must have prompt attention. Cut down the
brown grass and rake off all the weeds and rubbish, and finish by putting on a
dressing of half-rotted stable manure, or seaweed if available.
Bean, Broad.—It is customary on dry warm soils to sow Beans at the end of
October or during November for a first crop, and the practice is to be
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commended. On cold damp soils, and on clay lands everywhere, it is a waste of
seed and labour to sow now, but every district has its peculiar capabilities, and
each cultivator must judge for himself. In any case, Beans sown during this
month should be put on well-drained land in a sheltered spot. The dwarfgrowing type has made it possible to grow Beans entirely under glass, and
crops produced in this way will be ready in advance of those raised in the open.
A commencement may be made towards the end of November, and further
sowings as required. This crop will do well either in pits or frames ; no forcing
is needed, and after growth has started the culture should be as hardy as
weather and other circumstances allow.
Broccoli.—In inclement districts lay the plants with their heads facing the
north.
Carrot should be sown in frames, and successive sowings made every three or
four weeks until February.
Celery.——Hard frost coming after heavy rain may prove destructive to Celery
and it is well, if there is a crop worth saving, to cut a trench round the
plantation to favour escape of surplus water. If taken up and packed away in a
dry shed, the sticks will keep fresh for some time.
Horse-radish to be taken up and stored ready for use, and new plantations
made as weather permits and ground can be spared.
Pea.—The sowing of Peas outdoors now is not recommended for general
practice, but only for those who are so favourably circumstanced as to have a
fair prospect of success. If it is determined to sow, select for the purpose a dry,
light, well-drained sunny border, and make it safe from mice, slugs, and
sparrows. The quick-growing round-seeded varieties must be chosen for the
purpose, and it will be advisable to sow two or three sorts rather than one only.
Peas to be grown entirely under glass may be started now.
Sea Kale should be lifted for forcing. This delicious vegetable may, indeed, be
forced for the table in this month ; but it is not advisable to be in such haste,
for a fine sample cannot be secured so early. Sea Kale is the easiest thing in the
world to force ; the only point of importance is to have strong roots to begin
with. Any place such as Mushroom-houses, cellars, pits, or old sheds, where it
is possible to maintain a temperature of 45° to 55°, may be utilised for the
purpose. Put the plants thickly into pots or boxes, or plant them in a bed,
and it is essential to exclude light to ensure blanching. By these simple means a
regular supply may be obtained until the permanent beds in the open ground
come into use.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Three Hours in Paris
by Cara Black

T

he target, a
political
leader. The
protagonist,
his potential
assassin. The
premise isn’t
new—it’s the
basis for many
historical
thrillers,
including
Geoffrey
Household’s marvellous Rogue Male
and Frederick Forsyth’s The Day of
the Jackal. Cara Black has adapted
this plot, with a clever twist, in a novel
set in Paris in June 1940, just as the
Nazis have occupied the City of Light.
Her protagonist in Three Hours in
Paris, an American named Kate Rees
who happens to be a crack shot with a
rifle, is recruited by British
intelligence to kill Adolf Hitler when
he visits Paris for three hours (hence
the novel’s title).
Kate Rees will fail in her mission—and
the reader knows this in advance—and
so Black’s challenge is to explore why
her rifle woman misses her mark
when she has Hitler in her sights, and
how she will evade the German
detective, Gunter Hoffman, who is
intent on hunting her down. It’s a
difficult task, but she succeeds in
crafting a page-turner that keeps the
reader guessing. Her deep knowledge
of Parisian life during World War II
adds a welcome authenticity to her
tale. Some may find that Three Hours
in Paris too often veers into Dan

Brown territory, with Kate threatened
with capture by the Germans
numerous times and always managing
a clever (and near miraculous) escape.
This focus on close calls makes for an
engaging read, but calls for the morehistorically inclined reader to suspend
disbelief a few times too many.
I Can't Stay Long
Laurie Lee

T

he essential
Laurie Lee, a
collection of
occasional
writings full of his
unique vision and
irresistible charm
All of the wit and
wisdom and
poetry that made
Laurie Lee one of
the most celebrated English writers of
the twentieth century can be found in
this compilation of “first loves and
obsessions.” In Part One, Lee revisits
his idyllic boyhood in the Cotswolds
village made famous by his bestselling
autobiography, Cider with Rosie. In
Part Two, he turns his attention to an
earnest consideration of abstract
concepts such as the power of charm,
the pleasures of appetite, and the
meaning of paradise. And in the final
and longest section, the author of the
acclaimed Spanish travelogues As I
Walked Out One Midsummer
Morning and A Rose for Winter tells
the stories of his many other
journeys—from sun-dappled Tuscany
to melancholy Warsaw to the
enchanting and exotic Sugar Islands of
the Caribbean.
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EAT WELL FOR LESS
The best cottage pie

Add the dried thyme and tomato
purée and stir well. Return the
browned beef to the pan and mix
together.
Add the stock, Worcestershire
sauce and carrots, stir well and bring
to a simmer. Cover and cook for 20
minutes.
Meanwhile, put the potatoes in a
large saucepan, cover with cold water,
season with salt and bring to the boil.
Simmer for 15–18 minutes, or until
tender.
Drain the potatoes and return to
the saucepan. Mash until smooth,
then stir in the milk, butter and
pepper and beat until smooth.
Add the baked beans to the mince
and stir well. Tip into a medium
ovenproof dish. And spoon the
mashed potato over the top so that it
covers the meat. (Don’t flatten it too
much).
Bake for 30 minutes until golden
brown and bubbling.
*****
VANILLA AFFOGATO

Ingredients
1 tsp rapeseed oil
600g/1lb 5oz beef mince
2 onions, roughly chopped
3 garlic cloves, finely chopped
1½ tsp dried thyme
3 tbsp tomato purée
400ml/14fl oz beef stock, from a
cube
3 tbsp Worcestershire sauce
400g/14oz carrots, peeled and
finely chopped
1kg/2lb 4oz potatoes, peeled and r
oughly chopped
1 tbsp butter
100ml/3½fl oz semi-skimmed milk
1 x 415g tin baked beans
1 tsp sea salt
freshly ground black pepper

Ingredients
1 scoop Carte D'Or Vanilla Ice Cream
(25g/50ml)
1 shot espresso (hot, or 20ml strong
black coffee)
1 dash cinnamon

Method
Preheat the oven to 190C/170C
Fan/Gas 5.
Heat the oil in a large frying pan set
over a high heat. Add the beef and
cook for 4–5 minutes, stirring
occasionally, until the beef is
browned all over.
Tip the beef into a bowl, then add
the onion to the pan and reduce the
heat to medium. Cook for 3–4
minutes until just softening. Add the
garlic and cook for 1 minute.

Directions
Scoop 1 ball of Carte D’Or Vanilla
Ice Cream into a small dessert glass.
Pour over the hot espresso.
Decorate the top with a sprinkle of
cinnamon.
Serve immediately
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A further extract from E W Hendy’s book (1943)
Somerset Birds and some other folk.
‘CONSIDER THE CHAFFINCH’

M

uch has been written by ornithologists about the rarer British birds, but
the commoner species have, by comparison, been rather neglected. Mr.
W. B. Richmond in England’s Birds remarks how rarely we pause to consider
the charm of our, common birds, and how little we know about their private
and individual lives. It is a good plan sometimes to ‘consider’-—in Lord Grey’s
sense—some bird which we see every day. We shall find that familiarity has
made us overlook many interesting characteristics: we may even make one or
two unexpected discoveries, for not even the wisest pundit knows everything
about birds. So let us ‘consider’ the chaffinch.
Writing for bird lovers it is unnecessary to state that the plumage of the cock
and hen chaffinch are entirely different. But I was astonished, when trying
some years ago to interest village boys in the local bird-life, to find that they
were ignorant of the distinctions between the sexes. And, indeed, the two
might be excused if at a first sight he found it difficult to believe that two
birds, one so smart and the other so dowdy, were male and female of the same
species.
The cock chaffinch is a lovely bird, deserving of Mrs. Browning’s line ‘no
chaffinch but implies the cherubim’. And yet how seldom the beauty of his
plumage is brought out in the plates which interleave ornithological works.
Thorburn’s picture is the best which I know, but even his fails quite to suggest
the delightful way in which the manifold hues shade almost imperceptibly
into each other; nor does any artist seem able to inspire his colours with the
lustrous radiance which glows through each feather when the spring is in the
chaffinch’s blood. Probably only an impressionist artist could succeed. ‘Slateblue’, the usual description of the head and nape, quite fails to convey the
brilliance of their tints; ‘chestnut’, a bright chest- nut, is a more appropriate
epithet for the cheeks and back. The rump is a luminous green such as is only
found in the bark of some smooth trees, and certain mosses. The virility of
this colouring becomes
apparent when we find that in
chaffinches which are in other
respects total albinos it still
persists as faint yellow. The
breast and underparts vary,
according to season, from rose
to pink, in nuances of infinite
delicacy: this colouring attains
its purest quality in the young
cock when changing into adult
plumage, for then the breast
has the blush of the wild rose.
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And on the wings, in addition to the gay shoulder knot, there are freaks of
primrose and faint edgings of brown upon black only discernible when the
bird is tame enough to come to the hand or Within an arm’s length. The pure
white of the outer tail feathers forms a foil to the grey and black of the inner
ones, which are cunningly margined with green. Surely, if the chaffinch were
a rarity, men would journey from afar for a sight of it and it would be rightly
appraised as a jewel among birds.
In contrast to all this splendour the hen seems a dull and insignificant
creature. Indeed, apart from the white bars on her wings, she wears no gaudy
plumes, but her sober fawns and browns have their own quiet beauty: she
shares with her mate the greenish shades on the rump and sometimes her
breast is faintly flecked with rose.
Here, on the borders of
Exmoor, and also in my
garden, the chaffinch is our
commonest bird, more
plentiful even than the
abhorred house sparrow, or the
greenfinch. I found the same
conditions in a district of North
Wales some miles inland from
Abergele many years ago. It
occurs in the higher parts of
Exmoor up to 1350 feet, but is not so plentiful there as at lower altitudes. I
have a note that in May in the course of a walk from Simonsbath to Cow
Castle in the Barle Valley, some years ago, I saw only one chaffinch. In the
parts of Norfolk which I have visited I have not found it present in such large
numbers as in west Somerset; the same applies to some
districts of Sussex, Cornwall, Bucks and Huntingdon. On Lundy and
Skokholm I found it scarce or absent, though Mr. Lockley records a large
migration on the latter island due east in October 1936.
Linnaeus named the chaffinch fringilla coelebs—the bachelor finch—because
he believed that the hens deserted the cocks and migrated southwards, and
Gilbert White frequently mentions the immense preponderance of hens in
winter flocks in the Selborne neighbourhood. It is rather curious in the face of
this that, after searching my notes for the last 34. years, I find that only on
two occasions have I seen flocks in which females preponderated; these
occurred in the Exmoor district. Both here and in Cheshire, where I lived for
twenty years, winter and autumn flocks were made up either of mixed sexes,
or males were in the majority. It may be that the tendency to form what an old
cynic called the ‘Monstrous regiment of Women’ prevails only in certain
localities. Collett, in The Heart of a Bird, says that the chaffinch
congregations of one sex only are migratory and that they pair up at the
nesting place. But, as will appear later in this book, my own experiments with
ringed chaffinches prove that some remain paired throughout the year, ##
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One more step
By Bishop Peter

A

s a vicar one thing I really enjoyed, even
though it seemed to come round rather
quickly, was writing the letter for the parish
magazine. I know that not all parishes are
able to produce a parish magazine and
some find a website is a better way to
communicate with people, however, I do
still appreciate reading them when I can. So
I would like to express my thanks to all
those involved in writing, editing and
producing parish magazines. They are often
still an effective way to share what we are
doing in our churches and to share with
others the good news of the gospel.
Recently I was reading one which had an article by someone
recalling a visit made to the north west of the USA some 40 years
ago. They spoke about the warmth of their welcome and the joy of
being invited to preach in the church. What caught my eye, was that
they remembered visiting Lake Wallowa where it is said: ‘the air is
so pure and the sky so clear that one can see the dawn of the day
after tomorrow!’ What a glorious expression. Of course, the truth is
that we don’t know what the future holds and at the moment things
are challenging and uncertain for all of us and indeed for the world.
One night recently when I was in hospital, unable to sleep and
waiting for the dawn to break, I found myself singing the words of
‘One More Step Along the Way’ I go which has the chorus: ‘And it’s
from the old I travel to the new, Keep me travelling along with you’.
Maybe as we look to the future, with the joys and challenges that it
will bring, that should be our prayer – Lord help us to travel with
you wherever you may be leading.
With my warmest greetings,
Bishop Peter
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POINTS TO PONDER

happiness, the difference was still less
than one percentage point.
The findings are in contrast to a
previous study by the Office for
National Statistics, which found that
being married or in a civil
partnership was the third most
important factor in happiness, behind
only health and employment.

Zoom Zoom Zoom!

T

he pandemic is leaving a “lasting
digital legacy”, and changing the
UK’s internet habits and behaviour
“indelibly”. So says a recent Ofcom
study.
Since March we have broken the fourhour barrier, which means that, on
average, we spend more than a
quarter of our waking hours each day
online. That is up from an average of
three hours and 29 minutes this time
last year.
Zoom has soared in popularity. Last
December it reached 498,00 people
in the UK; by April this had soared to
13million in the UK.
TikTok, which lets users share short
videos set to pop music, had 5.4
million UK users in January; by April
it had 12.9million users.
In February, 35 per cent of UK adults
made a video call once a week. By
April that had soared to 71 per cent.
The largest increase has been among
the over-65s, with now 61 per cent of
them making weekly video calls.
Older people favour Zoom, in order to
‘visit’ their relatives and friends;
while many teenagers have become
addicted to TikTok and endless
videos.
**
Does marriage make you happy?

One researcher observed that, if
someone longed for a lifelong partner
to build a happy life together, but that
individual was not completely happy
to begin with, then getting married
would be unlikely to cause a dramatic
change in the long term.
**
Social lifeline to older people

I

t is not a surprise that older people
are demonstrably happier when
they can stay in touch with friends
and family.
Now recent research by University
College London (UCL) has found that
people over 50 who use the internet
for communicating with loved ones,
have better mental health. But they
tend to feel worse when they use the
internet for information, such as jobhunting.
As one researcher said, the internet
“does provide some substitute for
face-to face communication, and does
have a positive impact on mental
health.”
**

I

t may. But then again, it may not.
Research spanning 40 years has
found that being married does not
necessarily make people significantly
happier than if they were divorced or
single.
Psychologists at Michigan State
University found that, while married
people showed a slight increase in
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In praise of peanut butter

behaviour is more health supportive
for women than it is for men, and
that it helps women to manage the
effects of stress more than it does for
men.”
**
Diamonds are for lockdown…

H

ere’s an unexpected outcome of
Covid-19: it has inspired more of
us to get engaged.
Engagement ring sales have risen this
year, in some firms by up to 73 per
cent, a survey of various jewellery
firms has discovered.
When, at the beginning of lockdown,
Dr Jenny Harries, the deputy chief
medical officer, suggested that
couples could get round the coming
isolation by moving in together, it
seems that many listened to her.
They decided to give it a go and ‘test
the strength of their relationship.’
“A lot of people have now resolved to
go ahead and tie the knot,” said one
jeweller. “Perhaps they are thinking:
‘life’s too short, let’s go for it’.”
Another jeweller said: “Maybe if you
can make it through lockdown
together, you can make it through
anything.”
**
Spare a thought for your furry friend

O

ne quirky change of life under
Covid-19 is that for some reason,
we are eating more peanut butter.
According to a recent report in The
Grocer, sales of the stuff rose by 35.5
per cent in the Spring.
Peanut butter producer Kirstie
Hawkins (Whole Earth brand) is
delighted. “Peanut butter offers an
easy way to add more nutrition to
breakfast and snack choices.”
Whatever the reason, sales of peanut
butter, at £98.9million in the past
year, are now £2million more than
those for jam.
**
Women like hugs

W

omen are more genetically
predisposed to giving you a hug
than a man is.
According to a recent study at
Arizona University, about 45 per cent
of a woman’s desire for affection is
hereditary, while the remaining 55
per cent is due to environmental
factors. In comparison, men’s ‘skin
hunger’ is due to entirely
environmental factors.
The scientists found that, ‘almost
without exception’, women tend to be
more affectionate than men. “There is
some speculation that affectionate

M

any dogs have struggled to
adjust to the changes that
Covid-19 has brought to their owners
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this year, according to the Dogs
Trust.
For one thing, coronavirus has meant
greatly reduced walkies for many
dogs, more people around the house
all day, less quiet for rest, and little or
no contact with other dogs. No
wonder that the Dogs Trust has
reported that 82 per cent of owners
have reported an increase in barking
or whining.
**
Nurture your friendships

George Eustice, the Environment
Secretary, said: “We have all seen the
devastating impact plastic bags have
on the oceans and on precious marine
life, which is why we are taking bold
and ambitious actions to tackle this
issue head on.”
Dr Laura Foster, head of clean seas at
the Marine Conservation Society,
said: “It’s encouraging to see the
Government take further steps in
reducing our reliance on single-use
plastic bags.” The increased charge,
she said, would remind people “of
everyday, simple changes they can
make to help the marine
environment.”
**
Lower your hostility

L

ockdown has damaged our social
life, so badly that many of our
friendships may not be the same for
up to a year after lockdown. And
although Zoom is ‘extremely good’ at
slowing down the rate of a
friendship’s decay, ‘nothing on earth
is going to stop a relationship quietly
sliding away, if you don’t once in a
while meet up physically.”
So warns an Oxford University
academic, Robin Dunbar, who is an
evolutionary psychology professor.
He was talking to BBC Radio 4’s
Today.
**
Cost of plastic bags to increase

K

eep calm, and keep kind, if you
want to live longer. It seems that
being sarcastic and irritable only
makes heart attack victims more
likely to die from a second coronary.
A recent study in the US on the
personality traits of patients who had
had heart attacks found that hostile
personality traits (sarcasm, cynicism,
resentment, impatience, irritability)
was a common factor.
One doctor at the University of
Tennessee said: “We know that taking
control of lifestyle habits improved
the outlook for heart attack patients,
and our study suggests that
improving hostile behaviour could
also be a positive move.”
**
How is your Christmas shopping
going?

H

ang on to
your
plastic bags the single-use
ones are going
to double in
cost from 5p to
10p in all the
shops from
April 2021.
The
Government
has said the measure is to further
reduce the UK’s plastic consumption.

I

t seems that many of us started as
early as September this year,
aiming to spread our costs during the
financial stress of the pandemic.
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The aim is to stop households
throwing so much food away.
And so Wrap.org.uk offers advice on
storing everything from aubergines to
onions, bananas to cheese, fizzy
drinks to wine. It could be a good
refresher course for many of us, and a
lifeline for younger people trying to
get the most out of their weekly shop.
**
Beware a diet of takeaways –
and eating after 6pm

As for amounts we intend to spend?
According to research carried out by
American Express, more than 25 per
cent of us will spend less than we did
last year, 60 per cent of us will spend
the same as last year, 12 per cent of us
will spend more than last year, and
three per cent of us have not thought
about it.
Meanwhile, other research from
MoneySuperMarket predicts that our
overall average Yuletide spending will
be down from £582 last year to £512
this year.
**
Where do you store your
various food items?

D

on’t live on processed food if you
want to stay looking young.
It seems that a high intake of
unhealthy ready meals and other
convenience food will age the cells in
your body and increase the risk of a
host of diseases. Such poor food can
also lead to depression, high blood
pressure, and even mortality. Instead,
eat more fresh foods and fruit and
vegetables. So said researchers
presenting findings at the recent
online International Conference on
Obesity.
Other research presented at the same
conference found that those who eat
less than a third of their calories after
6pm are most likely to be slim and
have the healthiest diets.
Those who consume more than 48
per cent of their daily calories after
6pm are likely to be fattest.

W

here do you put your parsnips
and eggs, and what about the
potatoes and onions?
The correct answers, according to
new government guidelines, are that
the first two belong in your fridge and
the second two belong in your
cupboard.
More guidance on storing food safely
can now be found on Wrap, the
Government’s food waste watchdog.

********
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Avery’s Garden Centre, how it all began

T

he early 1970s found me working as a parks
supervisor on Taunton Deane Council
responsible for the floral displays in the town along
with the Golf course and numerous open spaces. A
position I had held since 1973/4 after getting the job
as a young man moving from Hillingdon in London,
where I worked in the planning department, as a
Tree Preservation officer.
Being offered the job, under Mr Verrier the Parks
superintendent was because of my age 25 a real
surprise but as I was just getting married and the
job came with a council house it was a very welcome
surprise.
It soon became apparent that not everyone was pleased that someone of my age
had got this job as along with parks responsibilities was the management of
approximately 23 men and charge hands, of whom many had applied for the
position of supervisor, some of whom had many years in gardening.
It quickly become apparent that in some quarters my appointment did not sit
well and for the first six months there was a baptism of fire, for this newly
appointed whippersnapper, especially from the elder Charge Hand which came
to a head after a clod of earth smacked me in the side of the head (apparently
meant to hit the water to splash me). Due to that clod of earth and my ensuing
anger which resulted with a showdown in the parks pavilion things begin to
settle down and the job became enjoyable.
Thirteen years later, one Friday afternoon, in 1986, Vic came to see me in my
office and said “you can still change your mind, even now it’s not too late`. The
reason he said this was because a month earlier, I had handed in my notice to
pursue my dream of being a self employed nurseryman on the new Silk Mills
Road, but the die was cast and at 4.30 one Friday August day I left behind
nineteen years of working for councils; secure, well paid, good conditions, good
pension to pursue my dream of being a self employed nurseryman on the field I
had brought at Silk Mills.
But fate is a fickle thing and at Christmas my then wife of sixteen years left me
six months later, taking my two boys with her, and a year later I was sleeping in
the potting shed and then a caravan. I learned from this, to never take things for
granted. If this virus has taught us anything, it is how life can spiral out of
control, especially if in an already vulnerable position.
Many people who find themselves on the street are decent people that through
bad luck and circumstances lose themselves and their families and who are
unable to find work and end up wrapped in cardboard at night. In those
circumstances why would you not turn to drink and drugs to forget? None of us
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should be complacent or take life for granted .It has a habit of biting you on the
bum, when you least expect it.
My salvation came in the form of my elder sisters who encouraged me to
persevere and lent me money to buy a flat. Every one needs a base. A place that
they can call their own. Somewhere, they can go back to and close the door on
the world. Somewhere to rest and plan. Being rootless, and not having that
anchor in your life, means facing the world is that much harder.
Gradually things started to improve and the nursery became known for selling
quality plants at reasonable prices. The corner was turned, it was becoming
successful and I looked forward to going to work and meeting the customers.
People who garden and shop in nurseries and garden centres are on the whole
nice people, interested in the garden and the environment so when serving them,
there was a shared interest. One of the sad things as the years went by was,
customers who we had know for years, local people with interesting stories
would succumb too time but we remembered them and missed them.
An example of such a person was Bill Cox, a labouring man who had a full
military funeral (flag draped coffin and bugle) because of his time fighting the
Japs in Burma for which he was awarded the Burma Star. There was also a local
carpenter who made a punt for the use of the builder who would in the summer
use it to scoop sand out of the River Tone or Jim a retired farmer who would at
times ply me with his home brewed ‘zider’ a drop of which would remove the
strongest varnish from a table.
Then one day a lady (Candy) came into my life who was interested in the vacancy
I had advertised and despite a lack of, at the time, plant knowledge, I took her on
as I could see she had other attributes. As time went on we become closer and
eventually got married. Between us we made the nursery into a very successful
business and eventually found the time and money to implement the planning
permission to build a house on the site with help of her family.
We kept being mistaken for a children’s nursery and getting phone calls asking
what rates we charged, etc so decided change the name to Avery’s Garden
Centre, so as to save any ambiguity.
But time moves on and after nearly 40 years at Silk Mills and in my early
seventies it was decided to sell the garden Centre and retire (so called). It was
sold to a nice local family with two young girls and Marley the dog. Selling up
and leaving our house and the property which had over the years been planted
with all kinds of trees and shrubs which were now maturing and looking good
was a real wrench but little did any of us know what was around the corner.
A few months after we sold up and left the world was struck with Covid-19
meaning the new owners had to quickly adapt to a very uncertain business
world. But they rose to the challenge and through hard work and excellent IT
skills, continued to make the Garden Centre a success and have even managed to

37

Bishop's Hull Parish Magazine Edition 35/06 November 2020
provide somewhere for customers to get a cup of tea and a bun. It’s situated in
an excellent location alongside the river.
On retiring we moved locally out into the country and bought a place with an
acre paddock in which we are planting trees and becoming self sufficient in fruit
and veg, but there’s no denying this blooming virus has put a lot of plans on
hold.
We wish Dave and Vicky, the couple who bought our place, every success and
would urge you to support your local family run Garden Centre in these trying
times.
And don’t forget
Gardening rules “OK”
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Smile Lines

the church council. So, he rang the
minister who had just retired from
that church. The retiring minister
hesitated a moment and then replied:
“Some of them are wise; some are
otherwise.”
**
Rooms

With forthcoming US Presidential
Elections in mind
A candidate came home in the small
hours and gave his wife the wonderful
news:
“Darling, I’ve been elected!”
She was delighted. “Honestly?” she
demanded.
He laughed in an embarrassed sort of
way. “Oh, why bring that up?”
*
A local council official said that he
ran for office again because he
thought his possible
opponent, if successful, might be
even more ineffective than he was.
*
Admirer to political candidate: “Great
speech, sir! I really like the
straightforward way you dodged
those issues.”
**
Fire in church

W

hen the vicar moved his family
into the large Victorian
vicarage, a member of the
congregation asked the young son
how he liked his new home. “It’s
great,” the little boy replied. “At last I
have my own room, Mike has his own
room, Jemma has her own room, and
Bobby has his own room. But poor
Mum is still in with Dad."
**
Prayer

A

little girl attempted the Lord’s
Prayer: “Our Father, who does
art in heaven, Harold is your name.
Amen."
**
Don’t worry

T

he town's fire prevention officer
was conducting a health and
safety course at the local church. The
officer said to the minister: “Now
imagine this: it is a Sunday morning
and you have a number of people,
spread socially distanced throughout
your church building. Some are in the
choir stalls, some are in the kitchen,
and some are in the nave. Suddenly,
a big fire breaks out. What are the
first steps you would take?”
The minister thought carefully for a
moment. “Really big ones,” he said.
**
The congregation

A

little boy was told that he should
try and be good, and that he
could ask God for help with this. So
he prayed: “Lord, please make me
good, if you can. But if you can’t,
don't worry about it. I'm having a real
good time like I am."
**
One out of Ten

A

Sunday school class was
studying the Ten
Commandments. The teacher asked if
anyone could recite one from
memory. Susie raised her hand, stood
tall, and quoted, "Thou shall not take
the covers off the neighbour's wife."
**

A

minister was considering a move
to a busy town-centre church,
and wanted to know what the
congregation was like, and especially
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Family tree
t a drinks party at a wealthy golf
club, the conversation turned to
the subject of ancestry. "Of course, we
trace our family back to coming over
with William the Conqueror,”
observed one lady with satisfaction.
She turned to a second woman, who
was new to the club, and asked, "What
about you dear? Can you go back very
far?”
"Not very far,” came the reply. “You
see, all the early family records were
lost in the Flood."
**
Champagne
y husband and I were delighted
the day we finally bought our
first house. After years of renting, it
was wonderful to own our own home.
Our minister even gave us a bottle of
champagne to mark the occasion. But
in the hustle and bustle of getting
moved in, his champagne was put in a
cupboard and forgotten.
Months later, we held a Baptism party
for our third child. Wine flowed until,
running short, we suddenly
remembered the housewarming gift of
champagne. So, in front of our guests,
I opened the attached card from the
minister and read it aloud: "Dave,
take good care of it – this one is really
yours!"
**
Medical name
he curate told his doctor that he
was worried because he just
wasn't able to do all the things around
the parish that his vicar expected him
to do. When the examination was
complete, he said, "I’m prepared for
the worst, doctor. Just tell me in plain
English what is wrong with me."

"Well, in plain English," the doctor
replied, "you're just lazy."
"Okay," said the curate. "Now give me
the medical term so I can tell my
vicar."
**
Objects of faith
teacher gave her class a ‘show
and tell’ assignment. Each
youngster was asked to bring in an
object to share with the class that
represented their religion.
Benjamin got up in front of the class
and said: “I’m Jewish, and this is a
Star of David."
Mary stood up next and said: “I’m a
Catholic and this is a Rosary."
Then Tim stood up. “I’m a Baptist,
and this is a casserole."
**
First Communion

A

A

M

M

y three-year-old niece, Kelly,
went with a neighbour’s little
girl to church for her First
Communion practice. The minister
had the children cup their hands, and
then went solemnly down the line,
giving each child a piece of bread, and
intoning: "God be with you".
This made quite an impression on
Kelly. She came home and told her
mother to cup her hands and bend
down. Kelly took a piece of bread from
her sandwich, placed it in her
mother's hands, and whispered, in her
most angelic voice, "God will get
you."

T

*****

Food
eople at my workplace have
started a funny new tradition
where they give names to the food in
the office fridge. Today I ate a
sandwich called Mark, followed by
some cake called Rosie.

P
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The Revd Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle
Eustace’…
On the ferocity of the church’s Bridge drive
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
Your suggestion that we should hold a sponsored hymn-singing bicycle ride
through the village as a way of raising money was well-meant, but I am not
wholly convinced it would suit our clientele here at St James the Least of All.
You may have musical bike rides, but we have Bridge drives, although
socially distanced at the moment, of course. But even at two metres apart,
our Bridge games are generally as amiable and peaceful as bear baiting.
Half of those attending will see the afternoon as an opportunity to catch up
on local gossip and to exchange knitting patterns, the game of cards being a
minor hindrance to these other activities. The other half arrive primed for a
battle to the death, reluctantly conceding that eye-gouging is not allowed.
They will demand total silence – which is wholly ignored by those at the
tables discovering what Mrs Trumpington confided to Lady Driver halfway
through ‘Onward Christian Soldiers’ at last Sunday’s Mattins. The
congregation is eternally grateful to Mrs Mitchell, who as a former mill
worker is able to lip read.
Refreshments have been hit hard by Covid-19 of course, and the fact that
everyone has to bring their own sandwich and drink has rather spoilt the fun.
Usually half our players regard lunchtime as an opportunity to put jam on
the cards, spill tea on the score cards and make sure that the other tables get
the egg and cress sandwiches while they corner the boiled ham; the others
usually see it as an unwelcome interruption to the serious business of
slaughtering their opponents. It is so sad that Covid-19 has halted this merry
camaraderie.
As for drawing the raffle, it is the adult equivalent of ringing the school bell at
going-home time. Half the players will immediately dash off to relay newly
mined seams of gossip throughout the village, leaving the others holding
reproachful post-mortems with their partners over their bidding mistakes.
Reproaches are never too violent, however, since the chances are that they
will all be meeting again the following afternoon round a socially distanced
card table at another location, for yet another re-enactment of the slaughter
at Agincourt. The only difference will be that the French and English were not
entertained with tea and sandwiches at half time.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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Dog Walking and Pet Sitting
Local to you

● Group/Individual walks
● House/Pet Sitting
● Drop in service
Member of NarpsUK
Fully insured
Police (DBS) checked
Call Lesley on 07986 089678
E:
contact@wooftauntondogcare.co.uk
W: www.wooftauntondogcare.co.uk
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Distinctive Memorials by

BISHOPS HULL
MOTORS

Manning & Knight

Cornishway West
Galmington Trading Estate
Taunton, Somerset, TA1 5NA

Also added inscriptions
and renovations
on existing memorials

M.O.T.
Centre-

32 Kingston Road
Taunton TA2 7SE

Ministry
Aproved

Vehicle Testing Station
Servicing &
Mechanical Repairs
Welding
Mr. W. Milton
'Please ask for Wayne
or Ken when calling in'
Tel: 01823 271676

Tel: 01823 275755
office@manningandknight.co.uk
www.manningandknight.com

BUCKHURST ELECTRICS
Local quality service, which you can rely on.
All domestic electrical work undertaken,
no job too small.
Part 'P' compliant, approved contractor
and fully Insured.
For any enquires or quotes on any electrical work
please get in touch with
David Buckhurst Tel: 07582498093
e-mail:buckhurst.electrics@gmail.com
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TA2 6BJ
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Daisycroft – Pontispool – Norton Fitzwarren
Taunton - Somerset – TA4 1AL
www.somersettimber.co.uk
01823 461490
Hardwood & Softwood Sawn Timber Supplier
Our onsite sawmill allows us to cut the specification you require to order.
▪ English Green Oak
▪ Western Red Cedar and Larch Waney Edge/Feather Edge Cladding
▪ Live/Rustic Edge Larch Sleepers
▪ Rough Sawn Softwood Timber
▪ Bespoke Hardwoods for Craftsman and Wood Turners
▪
▪
▪
▪

Hardwood & Softwood Firewood
Hardwood or softwood logs for open fires and wood burners
FREE delivery to Taunton and the surrounding villages
Log nets and kindling available for collection from our yard
Trade enquiries welcome

RECEIVE £5.00 OFF FIREWOOD ORDERS WHEN YOU QUOTE
“BISHOPS HULL PARISH MAGAZINE”

AVERYS GARDEN CENTRE
The natural home of gardening
Shrubs, Roses, Trees, Fruit Trees and Fruit Bushes
Various Composts, Fertilisers and Feeds
* Superb range of Spear and Jackson tools as used by Kew *
* Main stockists for Calor gas *
* National Garden Gift Vouchers *
Follow us on Facebook
Email: info@averysgardencentre.co.uk
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
SILK MILLS ROAD, BISHOP’S HULL, TAUNTON 01823 288324
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Camper Vans & Motorhome MOTs
MOT testing is a legal requirement for all vehicles over three years
old, with the purpose of making sure that your motorhome meets
the minimum safety requirements,
BOOK YOUR MOT TODAY - 01823 330775330775/288228
‘WHEN YOU LIVE IN HER SHE NEEDS TO BE SAFE’

P&N MOTORS LTD
01823
330775/288228
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SERVICES AT ST PETER & ST PAUL NOVEMBER 2020
Sunday
1 November
All Saints

Holy Communion 8.00 a.m.
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m

Wednesday
4 November

Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. Luke 14.22-33

Daniel 2.25end

Sunday
8 November
3rd before
Advent

8.00 a.m.
Remembrance
10.00 a.m
Holy Communion On
Holy Communion Facebook

Psalm 70

1
Thessaloni
ans 4.13-end

Holy Communion 10.00 a.m

Luke 17.11-19

Daniel 5.13end

Wednesday
11 November
Sunday
15 November
2nd before
Advent
Wednesday
18 November
Sunday
22 November
Christ the King
Wednesday
25 November
Sunday
29 November
Advent

1 John 3.1-3

1
Holy Communion 8.00 a.m.
Thessolonians
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m.
5.1-11
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m

Luke 19.11-28

Matthew 5.112

Matthew
25.14-30

Daniel 9.1-19

Holy Communion 8.00 a.m. Ephesians 1.15- Matthew
25.31-end
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. end
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m

Luke 21.12-19

Isaiah 40.2741.7

Holy Communion 8.00 a.m.
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m.

BEETROOT SALES
Are you a lover of cooked, sliced and bottled in malt vinegar beetroot?
Our editor, Bob Coombs, has a limited supply for sale from his 2020
organic crop. Jar - small £1.00 Large £2.00
Tel: 01823- 253697 or call at 2 Waterfield Close, BH.

LANDSCAPING SERVICES
Offering a comprehensive service, including
fencing, decking, turfing and patios.
Experienced and fully insured.
Please call Ross on 01823 433511 / 07787 148470
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CHURCH DIRECTORY (01823)
Church web site:
Vicar:

www.stpeterandstpaul.org.uk

Rev. Philip Hughes
(Usual day off - Friday)
phil2overflowing@gmail.com

336102

Reader:

Gerald Lush

251105

Church Wardens:

Mr Will Osmond
Mrs Jo George

461820
331432

Treasurer:

Kathy Fear

Gift Aid Co-ordinator:

Pat Barrett

365811

Safeguarding Officer:

Tim Sutton

286984

Tower Secretary:

Giles Morley

430710

PCC Secretary:

Gerald Lush

251105

0774 811 8124

Parish Administrator/ Jayne White
Weekly Notice Sheet
jayne.vicarageoffice@gmail.com
Church Flowers:

Belinda Luke

289537

CHURCH HALL REPRESENTATIVES
Booking Secretary:

Belinda Luke

289537

belinda.luke@outlook.com
Hall Treasurer:

Bob Coombs

253697

Covers designed by Bob Coombs.
Photos by Bob Winn & Bob Coombs

Magazine printed by Colourtone Print, Carly Press, Unit 7C-7D,
Castle Road, Chelston Business Park, Wellington, TA21 9JQ
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