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Coronavirus - COVID-19

P

lease find the latest guidance available by following the links below.
For the latest government guidance and advice please follow links
below:
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirusecovid-19/
Residents are reminded they can call:
Tel: 0300 790 6275 if they need any help themselves or are
concerned about relatives or neighbours. Lines are open seven
days a week between 8am and 6pm
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Parish Magazine, online and totally FREE

F

or many years now the Parish Magazine has been in both print form
and online. Recent Covid restrictions did not allow us to continue
printing copies each month so for the past year Bob Coombs has
faithfully presented the Parish Magazine online each month. This has
allowed us to see just how much work the 'magazine team' has been
putting in to create, print, bundle, deliver and monitor more than 150
copies each month. A huge thank you to Bob and the whole team!
Moving forward (and after much discussion) it has been agreed with
Bob (Editor) and John (Treasurer) to continue offering the Parish
Magazine online through the Church website. There will be no charge to
read it, share it or even print it yourself! All advertisers are being
contacted offering them the opportunity to continue advertising with us
for another year. It will still be a very local and home-grown magazine
for Bishop’s Hull. You are still welcome to submit articles to Bob
(details of how are in the magazine) and it will still have the ‘Awful
jokes’ and the other much loved regular articles.
Have a look for yourself on the church website and find the latest copies
of the Parish Magazine under the banner 'Magazine' https://www.stpeterandstpaul.org.uk/
Rev Phil Hughes
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Mrs Jo George,
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U

nquestionably the arrival of the virus Covid-19 has changed the lives of just
about everyone on planet Earth. Depending upon where you live has also
had dramatic consequences for literally millions of people. Thankfully for
everyone who lives in the United Kingdom we can finally start to see an end to
the restrictions on our liberty.
Critics of every political persuasion have argued daily how they would have
handled the pandemic if they had been in charge. Hindsight is a wonderful
thing so let us all hope that lessons have been learnt and maybe, just maybe,
there would be a better outcome should there be a ‘next time’.
Regrettably for many countries the pandemic is far from over so it will probably
be years before life returns to normal for many. Meanwhile here at home we
must rise above all the doom and gloom and the talk of ‘a lost generation’.
Thanks to advances in science and everyone pulling in the same direction we are
already seeing a ‘bounce back’ in the economy. There is no denying that in many
sectors jobs and businesses will not survive but by hard work and innovation the
next generation will pull through.
If you know your recent history you will know just how badly the whole world
suffered during and after the second world war. Did my generation just sit down
and accept the chaos in our lives? Of course the answer is a firm no! Who
would have thought that the way we live today would have advanced so quickly
for the betterment of us all after such a disaster.
I’m sure there are many people who think that in the UK there is too much
interference in our lives by governments of all particular persuasions. There is
much talk of ‘fairness’ and of the ‘underprivileged’ in spite of us living in one of
the most expensive/generous welfare states in the world. I cannot recall where
or when I first heard people say that Not having enough money causes
problems but on the other hand having too much money can be a problem too.
I mention this as an ‘example’ because it does rather put into focus the way
individuals often see life around them.
The pandemic has been a great leveller for many of us by allowing the important
and essential things in life to rise to the surface. Having good friends and
neighbours is one and, because we have been in lock-down, how we have spent
(or saved) our money is another. Let us try and keep our lives as simple as
possible so everyday we see the good in everyone and everything.
Today I had my first proper haircut for a year and my wife tells me that I’m
looking like a new man. Life can be that simple. Stay safe.
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The Vicar writes ……

D

ear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I received a letter the other day and in it the person
wrote:
“In the midst of a slightly grumpy weekend recently I
made myself get out for a walk around a nearby lake –
and among the bare trees and muddy paths there was
one solitary tree covered in little white flowers.
In all honesty, it didn’t suddenly change my mood, but it did speak to me of
hope, spring is here and it is unstoppable. It was a reminder to me of God's
consistent and persistent love for us.
As a nation we have probably never had (in my lifetime) such a collective
sense of heading towards hope, and each of us will be hoping for different
things – seeing family we haven’t seen, having people around our dinner
table, going to the gym, singing together at church.”
Hope is really important and really powerful. It has the power to help us
through dark times and hard places. It gives us something to ‘hang on to’
when everything else is moving and changing and shifting around. Hope
matters and is a huge part of the Christian faith. Hope in Christ, hope
Eternal.
One of the things my friend mentioned is the hope of singing together in
church. They have obviously never sat near me when I’ve been singing! But
it got me thinking, what should ‘church’ look like when we fully restart?
Many people speak about returning to normal, but is that really the best for
us? Yes there are many things we should return to, but there are probably
also some things we would be best to leave behind. Or to ask that question
another way: what do you want to see more of in your church and what do
you want to see less of in your church? And how would God answer that!?!
Why not share you thoughts with your friends? And with me!
Let’s rebuild deliberately in the best way we can. Let’s be a people full of
Easter hope! Or as one hymn writer put it. ‘In Christ alone my hope is found’.
God bless,
Phil Hughes
Vicar and Chaplain
7
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Personal Announcements
In Memoriam
Clement (Clem) Whitmore Pryer 16 March 1936 - 19th March 2021
It is with great sadness that we report the death of our
beloved ‘Clem’.
He was known to many of us through friendship but to
many others far and wide for his tireless voluntary work,
especially for the local Open Door and his love of painting
Canal Boats. Without fail Clem collected our Parish
Magazine for distribution throughout our community
regularly every month for more years than many of us can
remember.
We send our love to his wife Valerie and our condolences to all his family.

Thank You!
Pat Barrett
I would like to thank all my many friends for their prayers and
good wishes during my recent illness. They were greatly
appreciated and lifted my spirits.
I am pleased to report that I am well on the road to recovery.

Bob and Margaret Coombs
Bob and Margaret would like to
thank all friends and family, far
and wide, for their
congratulations, good wishes,
presents, cards and telephone
calls on the occasion of their
60th Wedding Anniversary - 1st
April 2021.
Regrettably the Covid-19
restrictions meant that they more
or less had to celebrate alone at
home but have plans to do it in
style later in the year.
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Phone Church

W

e are now able to offer those without access to the Internet and
computers, a new way to be part of our Sunday On Line services,
“Phone Church” enables you to dial into a local number 01823 795495
and listen to a recording of the latest Sunday Service. This service will be
available from 6.00 p.m. on the Sunday evening. If you know of anyone
who hasn’t been able to connect on line, please let them know of this new
service.
Many thanks Rev Hughes.
"Online Services-

V

ideos of the online services can be seen on our church website. Go to the
website (details on front page) and look for the VIDEOS tab, and voila!
You do not need a Facebook account to see these but you can only view them
from the church website. Feel free to share with friends and family. God bless.

BH HUB Upcoming events (restrictions allowing)
Jumble Trail:
e hope to run another Jumble Trail on Saturday 5th June. We ran
one last July and it was a big hit with the people who joined in. It is a
village-wide event where participating households run a garage sale
outside their homes at the same time, paying a small entry fee to be on the
map.

W

We are currently checking the possibility of running one on 5th June in
accordance with the coronavirus restrictions.
Please check the May Community Newsletter for an update but save the
5th June date (and your jumble) for now in anticipation of it going ahead.
Opening Party for the Hub:
We invite you to save Saturday 3rd July 2021 in your calendars for our
Opening Party! Details will follow in a future Community Newsletter.

9
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Bishop’s Hull Hub 100 Club

A

great way for you to support us whilst having a bit of a flutter! Here's how
it works…

You buy a membership number @ £2 per month, which enters you into the
monthly draw for a year. You can buy as many membership numbers as you
want. All participants must be over 16. The draw will take place on the first
Saturday of each month and the prize money will be 35% of the membership
fee taken that month.
Based on 100 numbers sold the prize money would be:
First Prize — £40 Second Prize — £20 Third Prize — £10
The remaining 65% goes towards the Hub to help fund equipment and
maintenance, as well as helping to repay the loans needed to build the facility.
To buy one or more numbers, please email bhhub100club@gmail.com and we
will send the details to apply. Join our 100 club today and you could be our
next winner!
Bishop’s Hull Village Hall and Playing Fields Trust Play area Update

A

contractor has been appointed, The work on site will start on Monday 12th
April 2021 and should be completed around the 3rd May. The self-help
work to remove the old equipment will take place on the weekend of 10/11th
April.
It means that the site will not be available from the 10th April until
the Works are completed.
Bishop’s Hull Short Mat Bowls Club - BHSMBC
o far we have had twenty-two villagers indicate their interest so, if you
would like to register yours, please email your contact details to
bhsmbc@yahoo.com or text 07411 29400l.

S

Bishop’s Hull HUB - 24 March 21

T

he HUB building is now finished. it is being furnished internally and the
car park and grounds are being laid. We plan to open the building fully
when the coronavirus restrictions allow and hope to have an opening event on
the 3rd July.
Gardening for the Hub

W

e are delighted that a number of people have expressed interest in
helping with the grounds around The Hub. Once the car park is
complete, we will be able to prepare and plant out two large beds that have
been planned and this will complete all of the conditions associated with the
planning approval. At this stage we will have identified all of the planting
areas requiring attention. If you are dividing any herbaceous perennials this
spring and would like to donate any spares to the group or you would be
10
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interested in joining us please get in touch. I look forward to hearing from you.
David Gurr: mobile 07977474873 or email davidgurr@btinternet.com
Expressions of Interest for regular users of The Hub

W

e are excited about the variety of enquiries coming through seeking to
learn more about the Hub building. Next month we will provide
summaries outlining the confirmed clubs/activities, so please watch out for
this if you'd like to learn more. If you are interested in using The Hub or have
suggestions, please contact David: on 07977 474873, email
davidgurr@btinternet.com

Bishop’s Hull Parish Council News

A

t the meeting held on 4th March members resolved:

- Mr Matthew Jollands and Mrs Gill Jansingh were co~opted onto the Council.
- Members were advised that, following a successful grant application by the
HUB, the additional loan of £25,000 previously agreed to complete the HUB
would no longer be required. There may be a shortfall of £2,500 which the
Parish Council will discuss at a future meeting if a grant is required.
- A £50 donation to the Citizens Advice was granted.
- Members fully supported the formation of the new bowls club at the HUB and
agreed to discuss any funding application at a further meeting. Mr Chapman
was made aware of the Parish Councils funding limitations following all the
financial support given to the HUB project.
- Next meeting date Thursday 8th April at 7.00pm online via ZOOM. Access
code will be displayed on the agenda.

Help with getting to vaccination appointments

A

free Somerset County Council Taunton town centre shuttle service has
been launched to get people straight to their vital vaccination slot. The
Covid vaccination shuttle bus service runs every 30 minutes from Castle Way
in Taunton town centre to Taunton Racecourse.
The new Taunton service starts at 8.20am each day,
The last bus each day is 6.05pm from the Racecourse.
There will be capacity for a maximum of four passengers on each journey due
to the need for social distancing .
The service is reserved for those who have a pre-booked vaccination
appointment at the Racecourse and this will be verified before passengers
board the bus.
It’s recommended those using the service catch a bus to arrive approximately
10 minutes before their vaccination slot.
11
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The Footbridge at
Netherclay

D

uring the last month
several of you have
contacted me about the
closure of Netherclay
Footbridge. Due to the
very poor and easy to
miss signage, awareness
of the closure was limited.
At the time of writing
(11/03), I’ve made contact
with several Somerset County Council officers, together with the cabinet
member responsible for rights of way, to gain clarification, as the last thing
we want is for our very popular bridge to be closed unless, of course, it really
is a danger to the public.
Here is part of the response I’ve received from the County Council's senior
Rights Of Way officer for Bridges. ‘The bridge was closed in October 2017
following a diving inspection. An inspection and subsequent assessment were
undertaken by an independent engineering consultant and their
recommendation was to close the bridge, as it was found to be in poor
condition with some severe defects across the structure. The defects are not
immediately visible to the public as they are walking over the bridge but
include open joints, significant cracks, missing masonry and collapsed
sections of the wing walls.”“The closure has been in place since 2017, albeit
without a barrier. Recent concern over the lack of barriers has been raised on
a number of sites (across Somerset) and the decision has been made to place
secure barriers on all closed bridges. Whilst this will raise questions from the
public, we hope that with more clear signage that explains what is wrong with
the bridges, people will understand the reasons behind the
closures.”Naturally, I’ve asked for our bridge to be repaired and at the earliest
available date. It appears that by contacting SCC, it has been moved up the
pecking order from number 28 on the very long Rights of Way Bridge
Programme, to 13th. The Rights of Way officer continued; ”Projects have
already been allocated and commenced for this summer’s works, but due to
where Netherclay now sits on the programme, it will be one of the projects
allocated in the autumn. Unfortunately, I cannot promise that works will
commence next year due to the success of this year's projects and the
considerations I have highlighted, but l hope this shows that the bridge is on
a works programme and a project will commence as soon as possible.”
As ever, l will keep on top of this and continue to push for the speedy
reinstatement of our Netherclay Footbridge. Take care, stay safe. John Hunt.
12
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A plea to all dog owners
uring the Lockdowns many of us have acquired a dog for the first
time. As a dog owner of many years, l know how brilliant these
four-legged friends can be. They are great companions at all times but
specially so in the dark months we have all endured in the past year
with this crippling Coronavirus Pandemic. They are loyal and faithful,
but most of all, they get us up and get us out which is so important
right now. But, if like me you are not only a dog lover but love where
you live too, then l want to appeal for your help. As a long-time
resident of our special village and a Parish Councillor, I and my fellow
councillors are becoming increasingly concerned about the recent
large escalation in complaints we are receiving about dog "poo "mess
in the area. Reading this we hope will alert you to what has now
become quite a big problem in our communal areas. Whilst the
majority of owners act responsibly and clean up behind their pooches,
it has been noticeable, of late, that an increasing minority fail to do so
causing walkers, joggers and children out playing unpleasantness and
distress. As a Parish Council we spend a considerable amount of your
money in the form of local rates, in providing dog bins and the
regular emptying of same to keep our environment clean and safe for
our residents. So please when out exercising “Man’s Best Friend",take
time to clear up after them. The message is clear —

D

"Bag it, Bin it, Keep Bishop’s Hull Beautiful ”. Thank You. '
Malcolm Turner
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BISHOP’S HULL IN TIMES PAST
75 years ago

M

essrs CR Morris Sons & Peard sold by auction the
attractive freehold residence known as Bishop’s Hull
House, standing in its own grounds of two and a half
acres. It was described in the sale particulars as a compact
residence in a popular residential district. It contained an
entrance hall, 3 reception rooms, 5 guest bedrooms, 3
secondary bedrooms, bathroom, kitchen and domestic
offices, main services, stabling and roomy garage,
tastefully laid out flower garden and lawns, partly walled
kitchen garden with fruit trees, tennis court, heated vinery
and carnation house.
For several years the Committee of the 14th Taunton (Bishop’s Hull) Scout
Group has experienced great difficulty in maintaining an active membership.
The calling up of officers for War service together with the many other
attractions for boys and youths had resulted in the complete lapsing of the
Group. In accordance with instructions laid down by the Imperial
Headquarters of the Boy Scout Movement for dealing with lapsed groups, the
Committee decided to request the Taunton & District Boy Scout Association to
accept the property, equipment and funds and to hold them in trust until the
District Commissioner and the Executive Committee could find a suitable
person who would be willing to re-establish the Group. This offer was
accepted and the appropriate arrangements put in place. At a meeting of the
Bishop’s Hull Scout Committee a presentation in the form of a solid silver
cigarette case, suitably inscribed, was made to Mr AR Birch, the retiring hon
secretary and treasurer, in acknowledgement of 20 years service. LieutColonel Mallalieu, who made the presentation, spoke of Mr Birch’s long and
efficient services and thanked him for all he had done for the group. The
troop was subsequently revived and in 1966 became known as the West
Taunton Scout Group, based at the then newly built Trident hall from 1968.
125 yeas ago
The Right Reverend Bishop Bromby, acting under a commission from the
Bishop of Bath and Wells, visited Bishop’s Hull to dedicate the bells of the
parish church, which had been re-hung, and had had a new treble added to
them, making the peal up to six. The belfry and the interior of the tower
generally had become much dilapidated. The bells had been repaired and a
new cage provided. The Bishop was attended by the Rev Prebendary Askwith,
vicar and rural dean of Taunton, and other clergy present included the Rev RC
Raban, vicar of the parish, and the Rev JH Southam, vicar of Trull.
14
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In the Parish Council election, Messrs Albert Pearce, Thomas Penny, JB
Lythall, J Gregory, W Moss and F Ingram were re-elected, the Rev CG Box (the
minister at the Congregational Chapel) being unsuccessful.
There was a large attendance at the parish church on the occasion of the
wedding of Mr Frederic James Cooke, of the India Civil Service, son of the Rev
GF Cooke, Rector of Litton near Bath and Rural Dean of Midsomer Norton, to
Angela, youngest daughter of Mr John Beames, Bengal Civil Service (retired),
of Netherclay House. The bridesmaids were the Misses Katharine and
Gertrude Beames, sisters of the bride, and the Misses Edith, Jessie and
Katharine Cooke, sisters of the bridegroom. The best man was Mr Herbert
Cooke, brother of the bridegroom, and the officiating clergy were his father, the
Rev GF Cooke, and the Rev RC Raban, vicar of Bishop’s Hull. After the
ceremony a reception was held at Netherclay House and later the happy couple
left for London on the way to a honeymoon in Switzerland.

FRANK BOND CENTRE

T

he Frank Bond Centre Trustees met recently to discuss the
gradual opening up of the Centre, following the current
COVID-19 guidelines.
They have decided that Croquet, which is already running on a
Thursday afternoon, can now allow BYO refreshments to be
enjoyed in the garden providing there are no more than 6 people
in a group and social distancing is adhered to.
Booking is essential. Please contact Marilyn. Track & Trace is in
place.
Friday morning 'BYO refreshments’ cafe will commence from
16th April in the garden. Social distancing and guidelines must
be adhered to. Hand sanitisers are freely available and a Track &
Trace system is in place.
Hopefully, the centre will be able to open its doors fully after
June 21st
15
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Neighbourhood Beat Team
PCSO Lyndsay Smith 07802 874297
lyndsay.smith@avonandsomerset.police.uk
PCSO Marshall Bernhard 07849 305815
marshall.bernhard@avonandsomerset.police.uk
PCSO Catharine Richards 07710 026192
catherine.richards@avonandsomerset.police.uk
30/03/2021 9788 Somerset: Buying & Selling on Social Media /
Online Platforms. (Market Places)

W

e are seeing an increase in burglaries from garages and sheds where the
offenders are clearly seeking out motorcycles, specifically dirt bikes such
as KTM & Yamaha. It appears that a number of these bikes have been listed for
sale on social media platforms, where a potential buyer arranges to view the
vehicle but then doesn’t turn up. Not surprisingly, a day or so later the Garage/
Shed is broken into and an attempt is made to steal the bike or it is stolen.
If you are considering selling your vehicle - or any expensive item - follow the
guidance provided on the website. Do not automatically assume it is safe to
pass over your address details and or photos of your vehicle outside of your
garage, especially if it shows your street name and garage number. If you do so
and the purchaser doesn’t turn up, be aware and pay close attention to the item
you are selling and the security of the location it is stored.

Sadly, this may not just affect you. If your garage is broken into, your
neighbour is likely to be targeted and may also sustain damage to their garage
in the process.
Remember, whenever you place an advert you are also advertising what you
have to steal. Read the guidance provided by the website carefully, and ask
yourself if you really need to provide your address or do you meet somewhere
public nearby? Always meet any prospective buyers in a well-lit, public area.
26/03/2021 9788 Somerset: Rogue Trader / Fraud / Potential for
Distraction Burglary.

A

n elderly resident living in rural Yeovil was on Wednesday (24th March)
visited by a man claiming to work for a Loft Insulation Company. Prior to
this they had received a phone call stating that their Loft insulation warranty
was no longer valid as the previous company had become insolvent and they
had to accept the visit to maintain the warranty. Once permitted access he was
then supposedly looking at the loft hatch when the resident’s granddaughter
arrived and noticed an unusual car parked on the driveway. Upon entering the
property the granddaughter approached the male and noticed his lanyard did
not contain his ID but a driving licence, he had no tools and was in poor health.
The loft was not entered at any point and as such he was not left unattended
16
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with a photo being taken of the man concerned. The man left and was
immediately reported to Police where enquiries are underway.
Do please remain alert to any potential bogus callers stating your Loft
Insulation needs attention, how could they possibly know? If it needs work you
will contact them, and if they are contacting you there is probably a good
reason they do not have enough work.
22/03/2021 9788 Somerset: Scams / Local Numbers!
e are hearing several reports of members receiving scam calls from local
numbers, these are where scammers are trying to trick you into believing
they MUST be real as they are near by. One such example has been received
from a member in Martock who had a call claiming to be from Ebay security on
a local number, very handy if there was indeed a problem with Ebay as we may
be able to visit them to fix the problem (After Lockdown)! but quite clearly a
scam. Several others have been reported since from various companies and
again the ploy is to instil a sense of trust in the recipient.
Do please remain alert to any calls you receive advising for example you have a
slow broadband connection, your loft insulation does not meet current
regulations, you have post from Royal Mail that has not been fully paid, your
Amazon Prime has expired or has been hacked, these will almost certainly be
scams and if in doubt hang up, let the phone line clear for at least 5 minutes
and then call the company back on a number you know, preferably on a
different phone. And please never press 1 on your keypad when asked.
08/04/2021 9788 AW047 Theft from a Garden Shed.
garden shed has been broken into in the early hours of the 6th between
1am and 8am in Shutewater Orchard, Bishops Hull. The offender
unscrewed the shed door from its hinges to gain access and once inside has
stolen a Karcher Pressure Washer.
News from across Taunton
he end of March sees the gradual lift of the lockdown which began 1 year
ago. Throughout the last year, the Taunton Neighbourhood Team have
been patrolling the streets in cars, on foot and using pedal power, to ensure the
safety of the public and to provide reassurance during this unsettling time.
Whilst we’re still not quite out of lockdown, we appreciate that these are
uncertain times and many are anxious about life getting back to a ‘new
normal’. As ever, the team are actively patrolling the area and always available
to chat about any concerns or queries.
News from the Beat
he local Neighbourhood Team have been regularly patrolling in and around
the Taunton Vale Sports Centre in response to recent incidents of youth
anti-social behaviour and criminal damage to the facilities.
We would also like to take this time to remind the public that even though the
COVID-19 restrictions are slowly easing that it is still important to be aware of
and maintain social distancing and adhere to the regulations regarding
gatherings of no more than six outside.
#####
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POINTS TO PONDER

Beware of the dog

B

Have you ever laughed at a joke you
did not understand?

e careful if you are looking to buy
a puppy. Make sure you know
where it really came from. A
spokesman for the RSPCA warns of a
spike in the number illicit dog
breeders and dealers who are conning
the public.
The number of dogs imported from
the EU increased by 52% from 2019
to 2020 until last year it stood at over
60,000. More than half of these
puppies came from Romania and
were brought in by criminal gangs.
Dogs that were worth £50 in
Romania have been sold for 10 times
that amount in the UK, according to
the Animal and Plant Health Agency.
*****
Do you love a bargain?

T

hen you are not alone. It seems
that two thirds of us have
laughed at jokes we did not ‘get’,
simply because we wanted to fit in
with our friends at the time.
And more than half of us have
actually gone on to repeat jokes with
punchlines which we don’t ourselves
understand. More than half of us
have even researched a joke in order
to try and figure out what was
supposed to be so funny about it.
In research done by a British
neuroscientist, it was found that
humour that relies on puns or more
obscure concepts is the most likely to
confuse audiences. While laughter is
universal, humour is very subjective.
People all over the world laugh, but
what they find to be funny varies
widely, depending on culture, context
and language.
During the research, it was found that
two of the most misunderstood jokes
are:
Some Omega-3 vitamins fell on my
head when I opened the cupboard. I
got super fish oil injuries.
What does a dyslexic, agnostic
insomniac do at night? He stays up
wondering if there really is a dog.
*****

S

ome
people
adore
bargains,
promotions,
and cut-price
items. They
are the ones
who always
forage out
reduced clothing and food, collect
coupons and loyalty points with great
care, and are at the front of the queue
to bag items on Black Friday.
Now a new study has found that such
deal-prone bargain-hunting may be
more than a preference – it may even
run in your genes. It could be a
tendency which is passed on
genetically as well as learned.
The study was published in the
Journal of the Association for
Consumer Research.
*****
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Nectar in your garden

supermarkets that advise you keep
fresh ground coffee in a fridge or
freezer after opening.
But Tesco, Waitrose and Harrods
advise that you store ground coffee
and beans in a cool, dry place such a
kitchen cupboard.
Many coffee experts warn that storing
your coffee in the fridge is wrong
because coffee easily absorbs aroma,
moisture and flavours, and can be
tainted by fish, meat and cheese.
Martin Isark, founder of the Can I Eat
It website, laments: “So much coffee
is spoilt by poor storage, which makes
the coffee producers want to weep...”
Paul Rooke of the British Coffee
Association adds: “Coffee, like many
food and drink products when
exposed to air, will deteriorate. Cool
and dry are the key words; the ideal
storage is in an inert, airtight
container stored in a cool place.”
*****
Is there life without the BBC?

O

ur home gardens are now the
largest source of food for insects
such as bees and wasps in towns and
cities.
They yield 85 per cent of the nectar
produced in urban areas, according to
a study published in the Journal of
Ecology.
Three such gardens will generate
about a teaspoon a day of the sugarrich liquid which is found in the
flowers that the pollinators drink for
energy. A teaspoon of nectar is the
equivalent of more than a ton of food
for an adult human, and it is enough
to fuel thousands of flying bees.
One ecologist has called home
gardens “pivotal” in promoting
biodiversity in urban areas across the
county. Gardens are thought to cover
29 per cent of the land in urban areas,
which is six times the area of parks
and 40 times that of allotments.
The research was carried out in
partnership with the universities of
Edinburgh and Reading and the
Royal Horticultural Society.
*****
How to keep ground coffee fresh

C

ould you live happily without the
BBC? Just try it for two weeks.
That was the recent challenge of the
corporation’s outgoing chairman, Sir
David Clementi, to a group of critics
who said they resented the licence
fee.
Apparently, nine days later, two
thirds of the critics had changed their
mind and said that the licence was
worth every penny. Sir David
observed that when “things that they
took for granted are removed from
them, they realise how valuable the
BBC is.”
So he encourages anyone else who
thinks that the licence is not worth £3
a week, to try life without the BBC. “I
think that most people would find it
very hard to cope.” *****

T

he battle rages: just where IS the
best place to store your ground
coffee?
Sainsburys, Morrisons, Asda, Marks
& Spencer and Ocado are among the
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Could an open-plan house damage
your marriage?

So warns the Food Standards Agency.
In a recent study, the regulator found
that half of us do not always check
use-by dates.
Many of us still smell the milk to see
if it is still okay, and even Theresa
May, the former Prime Minister, has
admitted to scraping the mould off
jam in order to cut waste.
The agency has warned that some
Britons who actively ignore use-by
dates could risk being hospitalised.
Use-by dates are carefully calculated
by assessing bacteria on food which
could multiply to make them ill.
A spokesman for the agency said: “It’s
great that consumers are trying to
minimise food waste, but there are
lots of ways to do that without
gambling with your health, such as
planning your meals ahead of time,
checking what you have in the fridge
that is close to its use-by date, and
freezing food right up until the use-by
dates.”
Sadly, there are around 2.4 million
cases of food poisoning each year,
and 180 deaths.
*****
Give Thanks appeal raises funds for
vulnerable people

T

hink twice before you knock down
internal walls in your house and
move over to open-plan living. If you
are married, it does not lead to
happiness.
So says Sarah Beeney, the TV
property presenter. She points out
that open-plan living means that “you
cannot shut a door” after rowing with
your partner.
The star, who is married with four
children, admits she has no plans to
knock down walls in their new house.
Speaking recently to Prima magazine,
she said that people are too often
“fooled into thinking that open-plan
living is the solution to happiness.”
She went on: “I’m not convinced that
taking down every wall and living in
an aircraft hangar is actually that
great. Sometimes it’s nice to not have
to see the other’s face or hear them.”
*****
Beware the use-by date

Christian Aid’s latest appeal, which
enables people to give thanks for
their Covid-19 vaccine and help
others in crisis across the world, has
raised £130,000.

N

obody likes to throw food away,
but if you ignore the use by dates
and go by smell alone, you can risk
serious illness.

Many people in the UK are feeling a
sense of relief as loved ones receive
their vaccines.
Christian Aid’s Give Thanks appeal
encourages people to pass the
blessing on, by helping others who
have little protection from the
pandemic.
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What will happen to our offices
in the future?

T

here will be less of them – a lot
less.
In fact, one recent study warns that the
pandemic will mean office space in the
UK shrinks by a fifth, which is 18
million square ft.
Certainly, the current flexibility of
working from home, brought on by the
pandemic, seems set to bring in
permanent changes, according to the
risk management and insurance
broker Gallagher.
In the future, office will be mainly for
collaborating or attending meetings, or
for storing vital equipment and IT.
Working in an office five days a week
will become a thing of the past. And of
course, that, in turn, will have a
profound impact on the look and
shape of our cities.
*****
Famine may be on the way
hat is the stark warning of the
Disasters Emergency Committee
coalition of UK aid agencies, who says
that the economic devastation caused
by the pandemic is leading to
increasing hunger in poorer countries.
Thousands are likely to die this year as
the knock-on effect of Covid-19
worldwide has left millions less able to
afford food. South Sudan and Yemen
are already on the brink of famine, and
Afghanistan and Democratic Republic
of the Congo are also in deep trouble.
Just at a time when Covid-19 and wars
have crippled the economic and health
systems of many countries,
humanitarian funding has dropped as
donor countries also struggle.
Saleh Saeed, the committee’s chief
executive, explained: “People living in
places made perilous by conflict,
violence and climate disasters are

T

coping as best they can, but the odds
are stacked against them. The knockon effects of the pandemic have
crippled economies, making the
world’s poorest people even poorer.”
*****

A Lady with the Shot
On either side the dangers lie
We may sicken, we may die;
We cannot drive, we cannot fly,
We must wear masks, but some ask,
“why?”
“It’s just a massive plot!”
Though some may protest loud and
shrilly
We have to tell them, “don’t be silly,”
There’s just one route from fear so
chilly:
The covid vaccine shot!
Through long and anxious toilsome
days
They sought for virus-killing ways,
It’s hard to find the words of praise
Their skill and knowledge just
amaze!
They loosed a Gordian Knot!
For months the news had gone so
badly
How nice to turn from thinking
sadly
And go and meet so very gladly
A lady with the shot!
And now must all folk gladly share
The vaccine which, with equal care
Protects all people, everywhere
If its use is wise and fair.
We must share what we’ve got.
And then at last this virus stealthy
Will threaten no-one – poor or
wealthy
No more masks to keep us healthy
This clever vaccine shot!
By Nigel Beeton
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BOOK REVIEWS
Dear Life: A Doctor's Story of
Love and Loss by Rachel Clarke

The Mercies:
Kiran Millwood Hargrave

A

s a specialist
in palliative
medicine, Dr
Rachel Clarke
chooses to
inhabit a place
many people
would find too
tragic to
contemplate.
Every day she
tries to bring
care and comfort
to those reaching the end of their
lives and to help make dying more
bearable.

O

n Christmas
Eve, 1617,
the sea around
the remote
Norwegian
island of Vardo is
thrown into a
reckless storm.
As Maren
Magnusdatter
watches, forty
fishermen,
including her father and brother, are
lost to the waves, the menfolk of
Vardo wiped out in an instant.

Rachel's training was put to the test
in 2017 when her beloved GP father
was diagnosed with terminal cancer.
She learned that nothing - even the
best palliative care - can sugar-coat
the pain of losing someone you love.
And yet, she argues, in a hospice
there is more of what matters in life more love, more strength, more
kindness, more joy, more tenderness,
more grace, more compassion - than
you could ever imagine. For if there is
a difference between people who
know they are dying and the rest of
us, it is simply this: that the
terminally ill know their time is
running out, while we live as though
we have all the time in the world.
Dear Life is a book about the vital
importance of human connection, by
the doctor we would all want by our
sides at a time of crisis. It is a love
letter - to a father, to a profession, to
life itself.
*****

Now the women must fend for
themselves.
Eighteen months later, a sinister
figure arrives. Summoned from
Scotland to take control of a place at
the edge of the civilized world,
Absalom Cornet knows what he needs
to do to bring the women of Vardo to
heel. With him travels his young wife,
Ursa. In Vardo, and in Maren, Ursa
finds something she has never seen
before: independent women. But
Absalom sees only a place untouched
by God and flooded with a mighty
and terrible evil, one he must root out
at all costs.
Inspired by the real events of the
Vardo storm and the 1621 witch
trials, Kiran Millwood Hargrave's The
Mercies is a story about how
suspicion can twist its way through a
community, and a love that may
prove as dangerous as it is powerful.
*****
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EAT WELL FOR LESS
Fairies’ Delight.

Cold Fish Entree.

TAKE some fillets of fish (sole
preferably), cut them in half, season
with lemon juice, pepper and salt,
roll them round some pieces of
potato, cut like a small cork, after
having patted them out with a wet,
heavy knife.
Tie the fillets with string, and place a
small piece of paper round each.
Place them in a saucepan, pour over
them i pint of fish stock made with
the bones and trimming of the fish,
and a little lemon juice; cover the
pan and cook the fillets for about a
quarter of an hour,
Leave them in the liquor until cold ;
remove paper and potato ; fill the
space with mayonnaise mixed with
chopped lobster and shrimps,
tarragon, parsley, and a little carmine
to make it a pretty pink.
Serve with salad in centre of dish, the
fillets round, and a border of aspic
jelly, chopped.
Pour over the fillets a sauce made in
this way.
Fry an ounce of butter and the same
quantity of flour.
Then pour in the liquor the fish has
been cooked in ; stir over the fire
until it boils.
Add 3 tablespoonfuls of cream or
half that quantity of milk.
(Mrs. T., Leigh-on-Sea.)

ONE tin pineapple chunks, 1 pint
packet raspberry jelly, 6 sponge
cakes, I oz. cream, a few glacé
cherries and almonds.
Place at the bottom of a large dish
the sponge cakes cut in half, soak
with juice of pineapple, put chunks
over sponge cakes. Make the jelly,
and while warm pour a little to threequarters fill teacup. When the jelly
is nearly cold, but not set, stir in
cream. Pour this over sponge cakes.
Garnish the top with jelly from cup,
which should first be stirred with a
knife. Then clot in small lumps over
jelly and cream.
Garnish with cherries and chopped
almonds.
(A. R. S., Carshalton, Surrey.)
Ginger Mould.

QUARTER lb. corn flour, I quart milk,
I egg, 1-lb. crystallised ginger, 8 or
10 lumps of sugar.
Mix part of milk with the corn flour.
Boil the remainder of the milk with
egg and sugar added to it.
When quite boiling pour the mixture
into the pan and boil for seven or ten
minutes.
Cut the ginger into small pieces and
put into the corn flour.
Pour into a wetted mould.
Serve with custard or cream.
(D. 5., Louth, Lincs.)
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Remembering an outstanding astronomer

I

t was 150 years ago, on 11th May 1871, that John Herschel – British
astronomer, mathematician, chemist and pioneering photographer – died at
the age of 79. Among other things, he named seven of Saturn’s moons and four
moons of Uranus, as well as investigating colour blindness. He was also
President of the Royal Astronomical Society three times.
He was the son of Sir William Herschel, a distinguished scientist who had
moved from Germany to Britain and later discovered the planet Uranus, thus
creating a pronunciation problem that still hasn’t gone away.
Sir John Herschel, himself knighted in 1831, made many contributions to the
science of photography and invented the blueprint. He was also deeply
interested in the philosophy of science and pioneered an inductive approach
to experiments and the construction of scientific theories.
Between 1834 and 1838 he worked in South Africa with his wife Margaret,
studying and photographing Cape flora as well as continuing his astronomical
interests. It was here that he met Charles Darwin, on his way home in the HMS
Beagle, and had a significant influence on him.
Sir John also developed and backed the use of the impressive Julian day
numbering system in astronomy.
*****
100 years of the British Legion

O

ne hundred years ago, on 15th
May 1921, the British Legion was
founded in the aftermath of the First
World War, to provide support to
veterans of the British Armed Forces,
their families and dependants.
It was created at a time when two million people were unemployed. More than
six million had served in the war: of those who came back, 1.75 million had
suffered some kind of disability, and half of those were disabled permanently.
Four organisations came together at the instigation of Lancastrian Lance
Bombardier Tom Lister, who was angered at the Government’s unwillingness to
help, and Field Marshal Earl Haig, who had been Commander in Chief of the
British Forces. The Legion campaigned for fair treatment of those who given
everything for their country, and it continues this work today.
In 1922, the Legion’s poppy factory opened in the Old Kent Road, London, with
40 disabled men manufacturing 1000 poppies a week. The first Poppy Day was
held that same year. The Festival of Remembrance began in 1927, and the
Legion became ‘Royal’ in 1971 – 50 years ago – on its golden anniversary.
At first membership of the Legion was confined to ex-Service personnel, but it
was expanded to include serving members of the Forces in 1981.
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30th May:

Josephine Butler, social reformer for women

J

osephine Butler is the ‘saint’ for
anyone who believes in social
justice. This remarkable 19th
century clergyman’s wife became a
renowned campaigner for women’s
rights and for putting a halt to
human trafficking.
Josephine was born in
Northumberland in 1828, the
daughter of a wealthy family of
liberal politics and committed
Christian faith. They had already
been deeply involved in the abolition
of slavery and the extension of the franchise. Such notions of equality
instilled into Josephine a passionate desire to combat social injustice.
In 1852 Josephine married George Butler, the son of the Headmaster of
Harrow, who shared her views. George was ordained in 1854 and they
moved first to Oxford and then to Cheltenham. In 1863 tragedy struck when
their daughter Eva fell to her death.
Josephine’s grief found expression a few years later, when in 1865 George
had become Headmaster of Liverpool College, and the couple were settling
in Liverpool. Josephine was horrified at the lives of destitute women in
Liverpool, and so she founded a ‘home’ to care for them, as well as a hostel
to train them for suitable work. In 1869 she agreed to head a campaign
against the Contagious Diseases Act of 1866, and by 1871 she had addressed
a Royal Commission, explaining how this Act brutalised these women,
already trapped in the slavery of prostitution. She got the Act rescinded.
By 1882, when George had become a Residentiary Canon of Winchester
Cathedral, Josephine had not only founded a refuge for recovering
prostitutes in Winchester, but she had also begun to fight sex trafficking
across the world. This included freeing British girls from Belgian brothels.
By 1885 Josephine had exposed the white slave trade in London, and had
got Parliament to increase the age of consent for girls from 13 to 16, and to
penalise those engaged in the transport of women for profit.
In 1890 George died, but Josephine continued her work until retirement to
Northumberland, where she died in 1906.
All in all, Josephine Butler’s deep Christian compassion transformed the
lives of many tens of thousands of suffering women. She has been described
as one of the most important early members of the feminist movement.
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A further extract from E W Hendy’s book (1943)
Somerset Birds and some other folk.
THE CHAFFINCH FURTHER CONSIDERED

O

ne ringed pair, however, remained faithful to us for two seasons. They
mated in April 1937 and were constantly together during that month. I had
some doubts as to the constancy of the cock, for early in May he engaged in
combat with an un-ringed male over an un-ringed hen. I failed to see the
dénouement, but the suspicions aroused were unjustified, for in June I had
ocular proof of his conjugal fidelity to a strictly monogamous union: later he
was assiduous in conveying food to his offspring in a copse opposite our land.
Early in February 1938 the same pair began to consort together, and their
association continued throughout March and April. Though I suspected that
they were nesting somewhere near, it was not till the first Week in May that I
detected the cock, and subsequently the hen, carrying food to a nest high up in
a holly just outside our garden; the site was well concealed. _
In June this devoted couple again began connubial relations: they mated on
the lawn in front of our Windows. Cutting back the wisteria on the house a few
days later I disturbed the hen from a nest containing two eggs just below my
bedroom window; this unusually small clutch was successfully hatched. The
couple of nestlings were again assiduously fed by the parents. I ringed the two
fledglings, and for some days their parents fed them on the bird-table and in
the copse opposite. but after that they disappeared and we have not seen
them again.
The two old ones were always present until November 9th: after that date the
hen was absent until February 5th, 1939, when she returned and began
‘keeping company’ with the cock again. They ‘were constantly together till
February 27th, when the hen disappeared again: On March 5th I found her
dead in the garden. An autopsy revealed that she died of a fractured skull.
There were also neck injuries, almost certainly caused by a bird’s beak. Such
injuries are usually associated with fighting: I fear that either her mate or a
rival cock was responsible. Shortly afterwards her mate was accidentally killed
in a trap. But for these accidents the pair would probably have mated again.
A rather curious incident which I noticed in connection with this pair was the
refusal of the cock to respond to the hen’s solicitation to mate while the young
were being fed. In June 1942 another hen chaffinch which was, with her mate,
feeding young from my bird-table, often postured sexually to the cock, and also
sometimes waved her head and body from side to side as a fledgling does when
being fed. Her mate made no response to her posturing except on one
occasion, when he also waved his head and body. During the breeding season
courtship, posturing, coition, nest building, egg-laying, brooding and feeding
young form together one cycle of behaviour; actions appropriate to any one
phase of that cycle may be used to express any one of the instincts which form
part of it.
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Selous in Realities of Bird Life wrote that it was quite understandable that
sexual excitement should find relief in any set of violent actions to which the
bird is accustomed, just as the language in which a man expresses anger or
surprise may have no relevancy to the particular occasion of it. As E. A.
Armstrong writes in his recently published Bird Display: ‘When birds continue
habits beyond the stage in the reproductive life cycle in which they serve a
useful purpose we have cyclic vestigial customs.’ This hen chaffinch expressed
her ‘young feeding’ emotion by posturing, and the cock by his head and body
waving.
OUR TAME CHAFFINCHES

D

uring the summer, while we have our meals on the flags outside our south
windows, the chaffinches become very tame: as we feed them they walk
round our feet, under the table. and occasionally perch upon it. Looking down
upon a cock chaffinch from above you can distinguish every separate feather
on his blue head and russet mantle, watch him turning the hemp seed with his
tongue as he holds it between his horny mandibles, and hear it crack. You may
note, too, that his long middle toe is slightly turned inwards, to get a good grip.
For a long time I could not induce our chaffinches to feed from my hand. Their
small eyes betoken suspicion: they became wary as soon as I held my fingers
level with the flags on which the crumbs were spread, though they took food
only a few inches distant from my finger-ends. And the fledgling chaffinches
showed the same suspicion. Was this wariness a piece of inherited instinct, or
did they learn discretion from their parents’ example? Such questions may
seem trivial, but if we could interpret them correctly they might lead to the
elucidation of some of the arcana of bird-behaviour. The border line between
instinct and intelligence in birds and animals is a very tenuous one: it is only
by careful observation of individuals that we can ever hope to discriminate;
even the smallest incident properly understood may prove to be a clue of
infinite importance.
No doubt some fortunate human beings are endowed with a certain magnetism
which disarms the suspicions of wild birds. I can remember the man in one of
the London Parks on whose arms, head and shoulders the sparrows used to
perch in numbers. I once knew a lady who could put her hand beneath a sitting
robin and feel the warm eggs, and another whom a brown owl allowed to take a
similar liberty. These privileges are not vouchsafed to all. But anyone who can
remain quiet—and does not keep a cat—can teach wild birds to trust them. And
they will thus learn more of their individualities than from any cage-bound
captive. A tamed bird in-the bush is its natural self.
However, I found that with patience and perseverance this suspicion on the
part of chaffinches could be overcome. For some seven years I enjoyed the
companionship of a hen chaffinch and during the last three years our
acquaintance ripened into an intimate friendship. I thus learned much of her
life history; but the more I watched her the more I realised the difficulty of
understanding the workings of a bird’s embryonic mentality.
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Church of England backs VaccinAid campaign to ‘Give the
World a Shot’ to help defeat Covid-19

T

he Church of England is supporting the ‘VaccinAid’ campaign which
aims to help fund the biggest vaccination drive in history.

Led by UNICEF UK, with the online fundraising platform Crowdfunder,
the campaign offers people a practical way to give thanks for their Covid19 vaccination, by making a voluntary donation to help pay for jabs for
others around the world.
It aims to help fund almost two billion Covid-19 vaccines for health
workers and the most high-risk and vulnerable people on our planet. The
money raised will also help UNICEF provide tests and treatments to
people in 190 countries around the world through the global COVAX
initiative.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, is encouraging people and
congregations both to donate, and also to spread the word in their
community, as a practical demonstration of Jesus’s command to love our
neighbour.
VaccinAid is being supported by other faith groups, businesses,
celebrities and the NHS.
Using the Crowdfunder platform, individual donations can be given, or
communities - including parishes - can sign-up to fundraise together.
Local churches are being encouraged to join the campaign, with
resources available to download for free on the AChurchNearYou.com
Resource Hub to share on social media, newsletters or notice boards.
The recently launched campaign has been developed in just a few weeks
following a meeting convened by Archbishop Justin with faith leaders,
Government and NGOs to discuss how people in the UK could do
something practical in response to the real sense of gratitude they have
felt as they and their loved-ones receive their vaccines.
Archbishop Justin said: “The Covid-19 crisis has had a profound impact
on people here and around the world, but vaccines offer the hope of a
brighter future. I’m delighted that churches and other faith groups in the
UK are supporting the VaccinAid campaign.
“There is no better way to show our deep gratitude for the gifts of science
and medicine than making sure vulnerable people around the world are
also given a shot
For more information on the campaign go to www.vaccinaid.org to
donate or begin fundraising.
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MAY in the Vegetable Garden

H

IGH-PRESSURE times continue, for the heat increases daily, and
the season of production is already shortened by two months. The
most pressing business is to repair all losses, for even now, if affairs have
gone wrong, it is possible to provide a stock of Winter Greens, and to sow
all the sorts of seeds that should have been sown in March and April,
with a reasonable chance of profitable results. It must not be expected,
however, that the most brisk and skilful can overtake those who have
been doing well from the first dawn of spring, and who have not omitted
to sow a single seed at the proper time from the day when seed-sowing
became requisite. The heat of the earth is now sufficient to start many
seeds into growth that are customarily sown in heat a month or two
earlier ; and, therefore, those who cannot make hot-beds may grow many
choice things if they will be content to have them a week or two later than
their more fortunate neighbours. In sowing seeds of the more tender
subjects, such as Capsicums, Marrows, and Cucumbers, it will be better
to lose a few days, in order to make sure of the result desired, rather than
to be in undue haste and have the seed destroyed by heavy rains, or the
young plants nipped off by frost. Do not, therefore, sow any of these
seeds in the open ground until the weather is somewhat settled and
sunny, for if they meet with any serious check they will scarcely recover
during the whole of the season.
Bean, Climbing French.——Sow this month for the main crop, and
onwards until June according to requirements. In a general way the
treatment usual for Runners will answer well for outdoor crops of the
Climbing French Bean.
Bean, Runner.—In the open
ground sowings may be made
as soon as conditions appear
safe, but it is well to sow again
at the end of the month or in
June.
Beet.--The main crop should
be sown in the early part of
the month. Thin and weed the
early sown, and if the ground
has been suitably prepared, it
will be needless to give water
to this crop. As Beet is not
wanted large, it is not advisable to sow any great breadth until the
beginning of May, or it is liable to become coarse.
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Broccoli to be sown for succession. Plant out from frames and forward
seed-beds at every opportunity. About the middle of the month sow for
cutting in May and June of next year.
Brussels Sprouts.~—For the sake of a few fine buttons in the first
dripping days of autumn, when Peas and Runners and Marrows are gone,
put out as soon as possible some of the most forward plants, giving them a
rich soil and sunny position.
Cabbage.—Plant out from seed-beds at every opportunity, choosing, if
possible, the advent of showery weather. Sow the smaller sorts and
Coleworts, especially in favoured districts where there is usually no check to
vegetation until the turn of the year.
Carrot,-—Thin the main crops early, and sow a few rows of Champion
Horn or Early Gem, for use in a small state during late summer, when they
make an elegant and delicate dish.
Cauliflowers must have water in dry weather; they are the most hungry
and thirsty plants in the garden, but pay well for good living. Plant out from
frames as fast as ready, for they do no good to stand crowded and starving.
Lettuce.——Sow for succession where the plants are to remain, and plant
out the earlier sowings at every opportunity. To ensure a quick growth, and
prevent the plants from running to seed, extra care in giving water and
shade will be necessary after transplanting.
Maize (Sugar Corn) may be grown in this country as an ornament to the
garden, and also for the green cobs which are used as a vegetable. Sow early
in the month on rich light soil, and in a hot season, especially when
accompanied by moisture, there will be rapid growth. The cobs to be
gathered for cooking when of full size, but while quite green.
Pea.—Sow Peas again if there is any prospect of a break in the supply. It is
a good plan to prepare trenches as for Celery, but less deep, and sow peas in
them, as the trenches can be quickly filled with water in case of dry
weather, and the vigorous growth will be proof against mildew.
Savoy sown now will produce small useful hearts during the winter. By
many these small hearts will be preferred to large ones, as more delicate,
and therefore a sowing of one of the smaller sorts may be advised.
Spinach, New Zealand, can be sown in the open ground in the early part
of this month and should be thinned to about a yard apart. The growth
somewhat resembles that of the Ice Plant. The tender young tops are
pinched off for cooking, and they make an elegant Spinach, which is free
from bitterness, and is therefore acceptable to many persons who object to
the flavour of ordinary Spinach.
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T0mato.—By the third week in May
the plants for the open border should
be hardened. In a cold pit or frame
they may be gradually exposed until
the lights can be left off altogether,
even at night. A thick layer of ashes at
the bottom of the frame will ensure
drainage and keep off vermin. If the
plants are allowed plenty of space,
and are well managed, they will
possess dark, healthy foliage, needing no support from sticks until they
are in final quarters. Do not put them out before the end of the month or
the beginning of June, and choose a quiet day for the work. If possible,
give them a sunny spot under the shelter of a wall having a southern or
western aspect. On a stiff soil it is advisable to plant on ridges, and not too
deeply; for deep planting encourages strong growth, and strong growth
defers the production of fruit. Tomatoes are sometimes grown in beds,
and then it is necessary to give them abundant room. For branched plants
three feet between the plants in the rows, and the rows four feet apart, will
afford space for tying and watering. Each plant should have the support
of a stout stake firmly fixed in the soil, and rising four feet above it ; and
once a week at least the tying should be attended to. As to stopping, the
centre stem should be allowed to grow until the early flowers have set. It
is from these early flowers that outdoor Tomatoes can be successfully
ripened, and the removal of the main shoot delays their production. But
after fifteen or twenty fruits are visible the top of the leading stem may be
shortened to the length of the stake. The fruiting branches should also be
kept short beyond the fruit. Should the single-stem system be adopted,
three feet between the rows and two feet between plants in the rows will
suffice. On a light soil and in dry weather weak liquid manure may, with
advantage, be alternated with pure water, but this practice must not be
carried far enough to make the plants gross, or ripening will be delayed.
Turnip to be sown for succession. It is well now to keep to the small white
early sorts.
Vegetable Marrow.—An early supply
from the open ground is most readily
ensured by raising strong plants in pots
and putting them on rich warm beds as
early as the season and district will
permit. Late frosts must be guarded
against by some kind of protection, and
slugs must be deterred from eating up the
plants. ###
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The Bishop’s Message
Called to serve and care
#

Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells

T

here are many things I shall miss
when I retire. One is writing these
brief articles for parish magazines.
After some 41 years of writing
articles and editorials you might
think I would be pleased to stop.
However, over the years this is one
way I have been able to keep in
touch with people and offer
encouragement and support to all
that is happening in the life of our
churches and communities. In the
ordination service for bishops the
liturgy begins with the words:
‘Bishops are called to serve and care
for the flock of Christ. Mindful of the
Good Shepherd, who laid down his
life for the sheep, they are to love
and pray for those committed to their
charge, knowing their people, and being known by them.’ These monthly
articles are one way in which I seek to ‘be known’ across the diocese.
As I prepare to retire, I want to express my huge appreciation for the
welcome I have received in all the parishes and places that I have visited. It
has been an enormous privilege to join the churches of the diocese to see
what you are doing, to preach and to share in your worship. I am
conscious that despite getting out and about across the whole diocese
there are still some churches which I have not visited, and I am sorry about
that.
Reading the ordination service, I see that as disciples we are all called to
‘witness to the resurrection and to preach the good news of salvation in all
the world.’ That is a calling and a privilege which will not stop as I lay
down the See of Bath and Wells. It is at the heart of what it is to be part of
the Body of Christ. So, as I say my farewells, I send you my blessing. Please
know that my prayers will continue to be with you.
Yours with the love of Christ,
Bishop Peter
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All in the month of MAY
It was:
200 years ago, on 5th May 1821 that Napoleon Bonaparte, Emperor of France
(1804 – 1815) died of stomach cancer. He was in exile on the island of Saint
Helena in the South Atlantic, aged 51.
175 years ago, on 30th May 1846 that Peter Carl Fabergé was born. This Russian
goldsmith and jeweller was best known for his fabulously decorated Fabergé
eggs.
150 years ago, on 11th May 1871 that John Herschel, British astronomer,
mathematician, chemist and pioneering photographer died. Amongst other
things, he named seven of Saturn’s moons and investigated colour blindness.
He was also President of the Royal Astronomical Society three times.
100 years ago, on 3rd May 1921 that Ireland was divided into Northern Ireland
and Southern Ireland (now known as the Republic of Ireland).
Also 100 years ago, on 15th May, that the British Legion was founded.
90 years ago, on 1st May 1931 that the Empire State Building in New York City
was officially opened.
80 years ago, on 1st–7th May 1941 that the German Blitz on Liverpool left
nearly 3,000 dead and 70,000 homeless. Liverpool was the second most heavily
targeted British city, after London.
Also 80 years ago, on
10th May 1941 that the
last major attack on
London during the Blitz
caused heavy damage to
many important
buildings, including the
Houses of Parliament,
Westminster Abbey, St
James Palace and
Lambeth Palace, several
railway stations and
hospitals, the British
Museum and the Old
Bailey. More than 1,300
people were killed on one
night. At one point during the Blitz, London was bombed for 57 nights in a row.
75 years ago, on 11th May 1946 that the first CARE packages for Europe arrived
in Le Havre to help people who were starving after WWII. The first CARE
packages were actually surplus US Army rations.
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70 years ago, on 3rd May 1951 that the Festival of Britain and the Royal
Festival Hall in London were opened. The aim of the Festival was to lift the
nation’s spirits by celebrating British industry, arts and science.
Also 70 years ago, on 9th May 1951 that the Lake District National Park was
established. It was Britain’s second national park.
Also 70 years ago, on 25th May 1951 that the British spies Guy Burgess and
Donald Maclean fled to Moscow. They were members of the infamous
Cambridge spy ring, and their whereabouts remained unknown until 1956.
65 years ago, on 24th May 1956
that the first Eurovision Song
Contest was held in Lugano,
Switzerland. It was won by
Switzerland.
60 years ago, on 1st May 1961
that betting away from
racecourses was legalised in the
UK and the first betting shops
opened.

Also 60 years ago, on 28th May 1961 that Amnesty International was founded
in London.
40 years ago, on 13th May 1981 that Pope John Paul II was shot and seriously
wounded by a Turkish gunman in an assassination attempt in St Peter’s
Square, Vatican City.
30 years ago, on 16th May 1991 that Queen Elizabeth II became the first British
monarch to address the US Congress.
25 years ago, on 30th May 1996 that Prince Andrew, Duke of York, and his wife
Sarah, Duchess of York, were divorced.
20 years ago, on 7th May 2001 that Great Train Robber Ronnie Biggs returned
to the UK from Brazil where he had lived as a fugitive for 36 years. He was
immediately arrested and sent to prison to complete his sentence. Released on
compassionate grounds in 2009, he died in 2013.
10 years ago, on 2nd May 2011 that Osama bin Laden, Saudi Arabian-born
terrorist, died. Founder of al-Qaeda, he was thought to have masterminded the
9/11 attacks on the USA. Shot dead by US forces in Pakistan.
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The Awful Jokes & Stories Page

out."
Unfortunately, in this case, it has
been declared that it is 'Not a
Miracle'.
They think that Murphy probably
buttered the toast on the wrong side.
*****
Mea Culpa

An Irish Miracle

M

urphy drops a slice of buttered
toast on the kitchen floor and it
lands butter-side-up!
He looks down in astonishment, for
he knows that it's a law of nature of
the universe that buttered toast
always falls butter-down.
So he rushes round to the church to
fetch Father Flanagan.
He tells the priest that a miracle has
occurred in his kitchen but he won't
say what it is.
He asks Father Flanagan to come and
see it with his own eyes. He leads
Father Flanagan in...to the kitchen
and asks him what he sees on the
floor.
"Well," says the priest, "it's pretty
obvious. Someone has dropped some
buttered toast on the floor and then
they flipped it over so that the butter
was on top."
"No, Father, I dropped it and it
landed like that!" exclaimed Murphy.
"Oh my Lord," says Father Flanagan,
"dropped toast never falls with the
butter side up.
It must be miracle. Wait... it's not for
me to say it's a miracle. I'll have to
report this matter to the Bishop and
he'll have to deal with it. He'll send
some people round to interview you,
take photos, etc."
After 8 long weeks and with great
fanfare, the Bishop announces the
final ruling.
"It is certain that some kind of an
extraordinary event took place in
Murphy's kitchen, quite outside the
natural laws of the universe.
Yet the Holy Ones must be very
cautious before ruling a miracle. All
other explanations must be ruled

A

group of lads took a trip to
France and decided to attend
Mass in a small town, even though
none of them understood French.
They managed to stand, kneel and sit
when the rest of the congregation did,
so it wouldn't be obvious they were
tourists. At one point, the priest
spoke and the man sitting next to
them stood up, so they got up, too.
The entire congregation broke into
hearty laughter.
After the service they approached the
priest, who spoke English, and asked
him what had been so funny. The
priest said he had announced a birth
in the parish and had asked the father
to stand up.
*****
Sportsmanlike

D

uring a game, the coach asked
one of his young players: "Do
you understand
what cooperation is? What a team
is?" The little boy nodded yes. "Do
you understand that what matters is
winning together as a team?" The
little boy nodded yes. "So," the coach
continued, "when a strike is called, or
you are out at first, you don't argue or
curse or attack the umpire. Do you
understand all that?" Again, the boy
nodded yes.
"Good," said the coach. "Now go over
there and explain it to your mother."
*****
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What did I do with the car?

The puppies

A

s I left a meeting at our church, I
could not find my car keys. They
were not in my pockets. They were
not in the church. Then I thought –
I’ve left them in the car! As I burst
through the doors of the church, my
heart sank: the church car park was
empty.
With a heavy heart I called the police,
confessed that I had left my keys in
the car, and that it had been stolen.
Then I made the really difficult call:
“Darling,” I began (I always call her
‘darling’ at moments like this).
“Darling, I have left my keys in the
car, and it has been stolen."
There was a little gasp. “You did not
have the car. I dropped you off.
Remember?”
My heart sang as relief flooded
through me. “Of course! Thank God!
Well, come get me quick – I am
already running late... what is
keeping you?”
My wife replied with ominous calm:
"What’s keeping me? I’ll tell you
what’s keeping me. The police are
here. They think I’ve stolen our car...”
*****
Ah – but where are they now?

A

client brought a litter of Golden
Retriever puppies to the local
veterinary clinic for inoculations and
worming. As the look-alike pups
tumbled over and under one another
in their box, the experienced vet
realised it would be difficult to tell
which had been treated and which
hadn't. So, the vet turned on the
water tap, wet her fingers and gently
moistened each dog's head as she
finished giving it the necessary shots.
After the fourth puppy, the vet
noticed her hitherto talkative client
had grown silent and was looking
rather reverent. As the animal doctor
sprinkled the last pup's head, the
owner leaned forward and whispered,
"Thank you so much. I hadn’t realised
you baptised them, too.”
*****
True love?

I

was officiating at a wedding and
during the preparations the bride
and groom wanted to have two
turtledoves on the altar as a symbol
of their forever love. I politely said
no birds or animals.
They hid the birds in a back room,
anyway. Immediately after the
service they went outside, each of
them with a bird in its cage. They
opened the cages in unison. One
bird flew out and made a hard right
turn. The other flew out and made a
hard left turn.
We all stood there watching the
symbols of their forever love fly off
in opposite directions.

T

he children had been grouped
together around the minister to
pose for the annual Sunday School
photograph, and the minister was
smiling encouragement.
"Just think how nice it will be to look
at it when you are all grown up,” he
said. “You could point to each other
and say: 'There's Jennifer; hope she’s
made it as a solicitor,' or 'That's
Michael, hope he’s made it as a
doctor.'" A small voice at the back
rang out, "And there's the minister –
hope he made it to heaven...”

*****
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Anaesthetic

Do the maths

A

A

s the manager of our hospital's
cricket team, I was responsible
for sorting out the equipment for the
games.
One day as I walked through the
surgery department carrying a bat
that belonged to one of the surgeons,
I passed several patients and their
families in a waiting area. I heard one
man say to his wife, "Look, darling,
here comes your anaesthetist.”
*****

teacher posed the following
problem to one of her maths
classes: "A wealthy man dies and
leaves ten million pounds. One-fifth
is to go to his wife, one-fifth is to go
to his son, one-sixth to his butler, and
the rest to charity. Now, what does
each get?"
After a very long silence in the
classroom, one little boy raised his
hand. With complete sincerity, he
ventured, "A solicitor?" *****

Coronavirus – warning about vaccine
This happened recently and is an important lesson for our friends and family
in the older age group. A friend had his second doze of vaccine at the
vaccination centre. Shortly afterwards he began to have blurred vision and
struggled to get home.
He rang the vaccination centre and asked if he should go straight to the
hospital for help. He was told NOT to go to the hospital, but instead to return
at once to the vaccination centre and pick up his glasses….
******
Miscellaneous observations on life
It's important for parents to live the same things they teach. - Anon
The two agencies that redistribute great fortunes are taxation and offspring.
- Anon
With the exception of world unrest, nothing breaks out in more places than an
old garden hose. - Anon
A church council is a gathering of important people who singly can do
nothing, but together can decide that nothing can be done. - Anon
Live your life and forget your age. - Frank Bering
My clothes are addressed to women who can afford to travel with forty

suitcases. - Yves Saint Laurent
Man’s inhumanity to man makes countless thousands mourn. - Robert Burns

Method is like packing things in a box; a good packer will get in half as
much again as a bad one. - Sir Richard Cecil
It’s easy finding reasons why other folks should be patient. - George Eliot
If you would like to live a quiet, peaceful, uneventful life, you were born at the
wrong time. - Anon
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St James the Least
The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle
Eustace’…
On the perils of holding a Rose Queen celebration
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
On reflection, inviting your parishioners to join in our annual Rose Queen
celebrations may not have been entirely wise. It was cheering to see that your
people arrived on carnival floats, although it was less happy that some of
them should have chosen to dress up as corona virus bugs, full of those nasty
spike proteins – that startled some of the timid residents in our community.
Once the procession started, your drivers did not seem to have grasped the
fact that the vehicles were expected to tour the village slowly, for the benefit
of spectators, instead of treating it as a competitive race. I noticed that
numbers on your floats gradually diminished as they were flung off while
careering round corners. Those who had a walk of several miles back home
while dressed as pirates and ballerinas had my sympathy. Our tea ladies,
however, were less sympathetic when one of your hay bales was spun off on a
tight corner and went through our Women’s Guild like a row of skittles.
The local police normally use the afternoon to do a little gentle point duty
while drinking gallons of sweet tea; this year, the number of tickets issued for
speeding, and not social distancing, should boost our constabulary’s figures
for the next 12 months.
I must concede that the group who decided to make a papier mache swan for
one of your floats showed great imagination. It was such a pity that they did
not know a 15-foot-high swan would be driven under a 12-foot bridge. The
drama of its emergence, headless, was only exceeded by the following float
which appeared to have a group of Brownies being savaged by a demented,
bodiless, vulture.
I am sure that some of your people’s offers to help this year’s Princesses
campaign for election for Rose Queen next year were well-meant. However, I
don’t think our parish really wants a full-blown social media campaign for
next year’s Rose Queen, and so we will have to decline your offer.
The crowning of the Rose Queen is always a high point to the afternoon, but
could I point out that the ‘gold’ crown is only metal foil, and the ‘diamond’
sceptre is only a piece of glass? So, whoever it was in your crowd who
walked off with them, please may we have them back before next year?
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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LANDSCAPING &
ARTIFICIAL LAWNS
●
●
●
●

Garden Landscaping
Patios. Stone Walling. Decking. Pergolas
Lazylawn Artificial Grass Licensee for the South West
Commercial and Residential
Contact: 01823 252023
www.lazylawntauton.co.uk www.englishgardenco.co.uk
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SERVICES AT ST PETER & ST PAUL MAY 2021
Sunday
2 May
5th of Easter
Wednesday
5 May
Sunday
9 May
6th of Easter
Wednesday
12 May
Thursday
13 May
Ascension Day
Sunday
16 May
7th of Easter
Wednesday
19 May
Sunday
23 May
Pentecost
Wednesday
26 May
Sunday
30 May
Trinity

Holy Communion On
Holy Communion Facebook
On

John 15.1-8

Holy Communion Facebook

Acts 15.1-6

Holy Communion On
Holy Communion Facebook

John 15.9-17

On

Holy Communion Facebook

Acts 8.26end

Acts 10.44end

John 16.12-15

On
Facebook

Holy Communion On
Holy Communion Facebook
Holy Communion On
Facebook

Holy Communion On
Holy Communion Facebook
On

John 17.6-19

Acts 1.15-17,
21-end

John 17.11-19
John 15.26-27,
16.4b-15

Holy Communion Facebook

Luke 21.12.-19

Holy Communion On
Holy Communion Facebook

John 3.1-17

GRASS CUTTING

2 May Full cut
16 May Half cut
30 May Half cut

Stuart English
John Chidgey (David Ager shadowing)
Will Osmond

Our Church is partially closed for all Services following the
current National Guidelines due to the pandemic. However,
our Services will be On Line via our Facebook Page.
Good News, we are now also offering a new way to be part of
our Sunday Service for those without Internet, please see
our online Notices section for more information.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY (01823)
Church web site:
Vicar:

www.stpeterandstpaul.org.uk

Rev. Philip Hughes
(Usual day off - Friday)
phil2overflowing@gmail.com

336102

Reader:

Gerald Lush

251105

Church Wardens:

Mr Will Osmond
Mrs Jo George

461820
331432

Treasurer:

Kathy Fear

0774 811 8124

Gift Aid Co-ordinator: Pat Barrett

365811

Safeguarding Officer: Jo George

331432

Tower Secretary:

Giles Morley

430710

PCC Secretary:

Gerald Lush

251105

Parish Administrator/ Jayne White
Weekly Notice Sheet
jayne.vicarageoffice@gmail.com
Church Flowers:

Belinda Luke

Covers designed by
Bob Coombs.
Photos by
Bob Winn &
Bob Coombs
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