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Weekly Church Keynotes has come to an end
Sadly we said goodbye to our lovely Parish Administrator at the
beginning of May 2021. We all wish Jayne well in her new
adventure of running a fab coffee shop at Taunton Crematorium
. Until someone new is appointed (or volunteers!) as
Parish Administrator it is unlikely that there will be a
weekly notice sheet produced.
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The Frank Bond Centre
84 Mountway Road, Bishop's Hull
Over 50? Come and join us for fun & friendship
Annual membership £20 (£18 if paid before 31st Jan)
Contact Carolyn 283941
Find us on Facebook (& Like us)

Possible Activities for July 2021
Every Monday
The Painting Group 10am-12 noon
Whist Club 1.30pm-4pm Bridge 2-4.00
(Except first Monday in month)
Every Tuesday
10am-1400 Croquet
2pm-4pm Games
Every Thursday
10am-12 noon Bridge Club/ German
Conversation
2pm-4.30pm Croquet
Every Friday
10.00am-12 noon Frank’s Café - Non
members warmly welcomed
Monthly activities
1st Monday in month Family History
2nd & 4th Tuesday
Parchment Club for members
1.30-4.30pm
1st Wednesday
Just for singles Social club 2.00-4.00pm
4th Wednesday
2pm-4pm Music Circle
3rd Thursday
Monthly lunch- please put your name on
the notice board
All enquiries about bookings should be made to
Nadia - 01823 338242 Mob. 07989 970165
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4th JULY 2.00-5.00pm
Afternoon Tea Party with Tack/tabletop sale
and live ETT demo
Come along and enjoy an afternoon in the gardens at Milligan.
Peruse the stalls, watch and listen to the live demo and, above
all, eat a delicious cream tea.
Lots of cakes and scones to to choose from.
Talk and demonstration with Abi Lewis - Equine Therapy, on
basic groundwork and ETT.
ETT is an unique form of Electrotherapy which uses the Transeva
machine, a muscle stimulator that’s a bit different from the rest.
See the machine in action, ask questions and discuss the
importance of working with our horses from the ground
to achieve balance and suppleness.
If you would like to host a table for the sale (tack and table top)
please contact Jane for more info (Jane_maria@btinternet.com).
Tables cost £7. Parking available.
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Vicar:
Reverend Philip Hughes ,
The Vicarage, Bishop's Hull Hill,
Bishop's Hull, TA1 5EB
01823-336102
Church Wardens:
Mr Will Osmond, 01823-461820
Mrs Jo George,
01823-331432

I

f you have been taking an interest in the news of late (and I am sure you
have) you will have noticed that the subject of electricity supply features
widely. The use of electricity has been a part of our lives now for approximately
300 years and we all more or less take it for granted. If, for example, overnight
it ceased to exist I dread to imagine what life would be without electricity.
Thankfully, due to the science behind its generation, there seems to be an
unlimited amount available. Many believe it will be the saviour of the planet
and in the future it will be the cheapest and cleanest form of energy, available
to all. Well, maybe.
Currently in the UK we have a generation and distribution network that keeps
us ‘connected’ and our daily life carries on without too much disruption.
However, with more and more electrical devices becoming available (and often
more cheaply) there cannot be a household in the land that does not have a
growing number of basic electrical devices without which life would become
unbearable. I’m sure very few people could give one an instant list of all the
things they own that rely upon electricity, plus those that are in use nationally
e.g. water supplies, sewage, computer centres, telephone networks and banks
to name just a few.
Our Government has made a promise that we will be a carbon neutral nation
by the year 2050. No more coal mines, no more cars running on diesel or
petrol, no more CH gas boilers, all houses to have heat pumps and cities zoned
to ban anything that pollutes; the list goes on and on. Who could argue against
this new Utopia? I shall not be around to enjoy this wonderful new world but
can only hope our planet will be in a better place than it is at present.
I cannot imagine just how expensive it is going to be to move quickly towards
the planned goals or how disruptive many of the ideas will be to our daily lives.
The future of private transport is already with us and so are its ‘problems’. If
you can afford to buy an electric car, for example, you will surely have given a
lot of thought as to where you will garage it and how you will give the car
battery its daily charge. And then there is the problem of long journeys and
charging station locations. I’m told that an electric car has about 200 moving
parts compared to a petrol driven one which has 1,000. This means there will
be fewer technicians needed to service it and therefore fewer jobs. Hopefully
others will be created which will balance the losses against the gains.
Oh dear. Am I beginning to doubt how wonderful the future will be?
Only time will tell.
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The Vicar Writes …..
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Reflecting the Wimbledon theme, "Game, set and... "
We all know what comes next. Or at least we like to think
we do. But what do we do when what comes next is
something very different to what we expected? Those times
can bring with them all sorts of bewildering thoughts and
frustrations. I don’t know about you, but I think I find
those times quite hard to deal with. For many people, the
past months have seen their fair share of expectation being dashed on the
rocks of reality. I am thinking of those who had to return early from abroad,
those who have had to change plans for birthdays, weddings, family events and
so on. It would be quite hard to find many people who have not been impacted
by the unexpected in past months.
There is an element within this which helps me to understand some of the
struggles of the disciples in following Jesus. They had their expectations about
what he would do and how he would behave. And often Jesus did not match
their expectations but did things entirely differently. And he kept saying that
what he was talking about was the breaking through of God’s Kingdom into the
reality of our lives. It seems that time and again Jesus was more concerned
about our attitude and level of gratitude towards God than our expectations
being met. Hmmm, that rings true in my experience – does it for you too?
So, although I and many people were hoping that by July 2021 we would be
‘back on track’ (as opposed to ‘back to normal’) it seems that we are having to
wait a little longer. We may agree or disagree with the reasons, but we are all in
the same situation of waiting. Again.
But in this time of waiting, what is our attitude and level of gratitude towards
God? Are we still paying attention to growing in our Discipleship, or have we
slipped backwards? Are we still passionate about Worshipping God, or has the
novelty worn off? Will we still step out in Mission willingly, or is it not worth
the effort any more? Big questions, which we would do well to consider as a
marker for measuring if we are 'back on track' or not.
One day soon we hope to be meeting again in worship, yes even allowed to sing
and share communion together. That day will come. But until then, hang in
there and give yourself some time to ask those deep questions. And ask God to
guide your thoughts and reflections.
God bless (and hopefully see you very soon!)
Rev Phil Hughes
Vicar and Chaplain
Telephone: 01823 336102
Email: phil2overflowing@gmail.com
Website: www.stpeterandstpaul.org.uk
Facebook: St Peter and St Paul, Bishops Hull
PhoneChurch: 01823 795495 (audio of latest service)
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Church Open

O

ur church is now open for public worship every Sunday morning at 10am.
However we are still under Government restrictions (no singing, must wear
masks, social distancing etc) and have to be extremely careful to abide by all
the safety regulations, but we can meet for worship! If you are concerned
about meeting in a public gathering or you have reason to believe you may
have Covid (symptoms etc) then please stay at home and watch the service
online - the service will still be streamed!
If you would like to attend then please book your place each week via the
church website (http://www.stpeterandstpaul.org.uk/).
If unfortunately, all spaces have been booked, then please put your name on
the list and when a space is available we will let you know.
If you do not have a place in church that week, then due to the limited places
available, you will be unable to come in to the Church.
lf you do have a place in church and cannot attend, then please let the Church
Wardens know and we can allocate the place to someone else
So, whether we join together ONLINE or IN PERSON (both options are
available). l look forward to worshipping with you.
God bless, Rev Phil Hughes.
Phone Church

Y

ou can listen to a recording of our latest Sunday Service by dialling the
local number 01823 795495. This service will be available from 6pm on the
Sunday evening.
If you know of anyone who hasn’t been able to connect on line, please let
them know of this new service.
Many thanks, Rev Hughes.
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BELFRY NEWS
July 2021

A

s I sit and write this piece in mid-June,
the news has just come that Covid
restrictions will not be lifted on June 21st as
was anticipated, but delayed by four weeks, so
that by the time you read this we should be
FREE !!!
So, until that time we will be restricted to
ringing a maximum of four bells, wearing
facemasks, with the doors wide open. Some
members of the band do not wish to return to
ringing until all restrictions have been lifted, a decision I fully
appreciate as it is not particularly pleasant to ring whilst wearing
a mask.
The bee colony that arrived in the tower about
6 -8 weeks ago seem to have settled in, I'm
pleased to say, let's hope they thrive and
prosper in their new home.
A few years ago, I used to add the odd snippet
of astronomical interest, but that seemed to fall by the wayside!
As there is very little to report on the bellringing front at the
moment, I will look to the heavens for a bit of interest! The
partial eclipse of the sun in early June was a non-starter for most
of us due to the almost complete cloud cover at the time. But at
the moment, and for a few months to come, if you look to the west
around and after sunset you will see the brilliant sight of Venus
getting higher and higher in the evening sky as the days and
weeks go by. At the moment it is about 150 million miles from us,
but its brilliance is due to the fact that it is completely covered by
dense layers of highly reflective cloud. Pick a nice spot in the
garden, armed with a refreshing gin and tonic, and enjoy this
wonderful spectacle on a warm summer's evening!
What more could one wish for?
Giles Morley.
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UPDATE - Netherclay Footbridge.

I

’ve spoken to several residents who have been told by contractors onsite, that the bridge is being closed and will be pulled down, with a
wooden bridge taking its place. This is NOT correct.
You’ll have noticed that the bridge has now been officially closed, because
it has suffering damage to its foundations which is not immediately visible
from the bridge itself and thus the council consider it dangerous to use. I
requested ‘proper’ signs be positioned at the various entrances informing
people of the closure and this has now been done. This is to prevent
people unnecessarily walking down Pig Loose Lane from the Netherclay
road. The lane is still very much open, however you’re unable to access the
footbridge.
Upon hearing the incorrect information being given to residents, I
immediately contacted the Senior Rights of Way Officer for Bridges at
Somerset County Council and was told that there is no intention to remove
the bridge and the contractor should not have said that.
Here’s a part of a confirmation email that I received in response to my
call…
“Just to confirm, the intention is to carry out maintenance to the bridge
which is in situ. It is a locally important structure and we would only
replace if the bridge was to collapse beyond repair. We are nowhere near
that point and a project will be put together for
maintenance. I can’t give you any firm timescales
yet, but I hope that we will be looking at next year
as it is only number 10 on Somerset’s Bridge
Programme.
Senior Rights of Way Officer – Bridges”
Take care, stay safe. John Hunt
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FRANK BOND CENTRE - June 8th
Due to uncertainty with the COVID-19 route out of lock-down,
The Trustees have decided to defer the date of
The Open Day at The Frank Bond centre.
The new date will be announced in due course.
Bishop’s Hull Village Hall & Playing Fields Trust Update
Playing Fields Waste Bins
It has come to our attention that some residents are using the waste bins on the
top path as an overflow to get rid of their excess food waste, rather than putting
it in their home bin. Every premises in the village has a bin provided. We rely
on volunteers to empty these bins ready for collection.The volume of food put
in presents a very unpleasant experience for our helper.
PLEASE DO NOT PUT FOOD IN THESE BINS — RETAIN AT HOME.
Dogs on the Playing Field
On all entrances to the playing field, there are clear and unobstructed signs
requesting residents NOT to exercise their dogs on the playing field. Due to
Covid the Trust took a relaxed approach to this to support the residents of the
village. The field, as a consequence, has turned into a dogs’ playground with
many residents exercising their dogs and some failing to pick up dog mess.
There are now a large number of activities on the field, many involving young
children, which makes it an unacceptable area to exercise your dog. You are
permitted to walk around the perimeter of the field if your dog is on a lead and
you ensure you clear up after your dog. In consequence the Trust will now
return to enforcing the signage.
Anyone not clearing up after their dog will be reported to environmental health
and will face a fine of up to £1,000. Residents are requested to comply and
support the appropriate use of the playing field.
Bishop’s Hull Hub Building Update
The Hub building officially opens on 3rd July at 10:30am (to which you are all
invitedl). We have a full and exciting timetable of regular hirers, which you can
view at our website: wwwbhhub.co.uk/booking-schedule/.
We are also available to take bookings for birthday parties and one-off events
at the weekends. Please use our new dedicated booking email to fill in the
enquiry form and book a tour: bhhubbookings@gmail.com
Thank you to everyone who has donated or sponsored plants or helped with
preparing the outside area. This is still being worked on by a team of volunteer
gardeners. We would like to ask people to keep off the soil outside the Hub
doors as this is being seeded and we hope the grass can grow quickly.
Please let your children know too, as this is very tempting for them to play in!
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Hub Café
The Hub Cafe will resume from Saturday 10th July 10.00am~12 noon. We are
delighted that this can become a weekly event due to the number of volunteers
we’ve had to support it. Our funding has stretched to a commercial standard
coffee machine, so we are excited to provide excellent coffee alongside our
usual baked goodies.
Bishops Hull Hub 100 Club
May 2021 — Winners:
£40— Alan Chapman ~ £20 Dawn Berry — £10 Sheena Bown~Porter
The draw takes place on the second Saturday of each month and the prize
money is 35% of the membership fee taken that month. The remaining funds
pay for equipment, maintenance and repaying the building loan.
Join our 100 club today and you could be our next winner! You must be 16
years or older to purchase a ticket.
Email: bhhub100club@gmail.com for further information.
The Hub Gardening Group
We are delighted with the response to our request for plants, so thank you to all
who contributed. In our garden plans we have scope for about 16 small
trees/large shrubs and, so far, we have 11 people who have offered to sponsor.
There is room for a few more sponsors so please contact me if you are
interested.
The Hub Gardening Group are now meeting on Saturday mornings from 9:30
to 11:30. We are making good progress on preparing the beds for planting,
which will have started before the end of May.
Volunteers are always very welcome to join us. David Gurr — 07977 474873 or
David.gurr@btinternetcom .
Bishop’s Hull Parish Council News
At the meeting held on 6th May 2021 Members resolved:
- Mike Leach was elected Chairman and John Hunt was elected Vice Chair for
another term.
- To add the Draft minutes to Facebook and Website once checked by Members.
- To write to SW&T Planning enforcement regarding Kinglake update, requesting
that the Parish Council have representation at any site visit between SW&T and
Persimmon.
- To purchase Keep Britain Tidy dog fouling campaign poster, if suitable
locations could be found.
The next meeting of Bishops Hull Parish Council was on Thursday 10th June at
the Bishops Hull HUB.
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COVID — 19 Rules (mid- June)
For this month's article, l wanted to re-affirm the current government
COVID-19 rules/guidelines for England that came into force on Monday 17th
May. These will be in-place until at least June 21st when Step 4 of the
Government’s roadmap out of lockdown is anticipated. Here are the highlights.
Meeting up
- People can meet in groups of up to 30 outdoors.
- Six people or two households can meet indoors, with overnight stays allowed.
- Up to 30 people can attend weddings, receptions and other life events.
- Number of people who can attend a funeral no longer capped, but determined
by the size of venue.
- Up to 30 allowed to attend a support group or parent-and-chiId group (not
counting under fives).
- Care home residents allowed up to five named visitors, with more freedom for
visits out of the home.
- Social distancing with close family and friends will be a matter of personal
judgement. But people are asked to remain cautious around close contact, like
hugging. Social distancing will remain in place in social care, medical, retail,
hospitality and business settings. People will still need to wear face coverings
on transport and in shops, unless they are exempt.
Travel
People will be able to travel abroad to green list countries without having to
quarantine when they return.
Education
- Face coverings no longer recommended in secondary schools for pupils.
- All remaining university students eligible to return to in-person teaching.
Leisure and entertainment
- Pubs, bars, cafes and restaurants will be allowed to serve customers indoors.
- Indoor entertainment such as museums, cinemas and children’s play areas
can open.
- Theatres, concert halls, conference centres and sports stadiums can all
reopen.
- Organised adult sports and exercise classes can restart indoors.
- Steam rooms and saunas may reopen.
- Hotels, hostels and B&B’s can reopen.
For more information on the current rules and Step 4 of the Government’s
roadmap out of lockdown, please use this link: www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Please take care and stay safe.
John Hunt
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BISHOP’S HULL IN TIMES PAST
75 years ago
he Bishop’s Hull and District Labour Party held their annual
general meeting at the school. There was a good attendance and
the Committee was congratulated on its fine report. The Chairman,
Mr JT Smith, praised the work of the Committee and the
comradeship of the party. He also referred to the services of the Hon
Secretary, Mr EJL Horn, and the voluntary work of all. Interesting
addresses were given by Mr B Penny on the duties of local
government and by Councillor W Jeremy on the Trades Disputes
Act. Mr Victor Collins MP attended immediately after his arrival from London
and was pleased to see such a good meeting. He outlined the work achieved by
the Labour Government and stressed the need for strong Labour representation
on all local authorities.

T

For not stopping at a ‘Halt’ sign, Clarence Harris of the Manor House, Bishop’s
Hull, was fined £2 at Taunton Magistrates’ Court. He was also fined £1 for
driving without a licence.
125 years ago
At Bishop’s Hull church, Henry Hewett, eldest son of HR Hounsell, of North
Allington, Bridport, was married to Edith Louisa, second daughter of Albert
Pearce, of Bishop’s Hull.
Sir Alexander Acland-Hood, Bart, MP presided at the anniversary dinner of Court
Pride of Bishop’s Hull of the United Ancient Order of Druids, which was held at
the New Inn. In proposing the toast of the evening,”Success to the Court”, Sir
Alexander said one of the most important things in connection with a friendly
society was the formation of juvenile branches. It was a very great thing to get
young men to join and incubate habits of thrift at an early period of life.
The death was announced of General Percy Fortescue Gardiner, Retired List,
Bengal Staff Corps, of High Bickington, Devon. He was the eldest son of the late
Mr George Gardiner of Upcott, Bishop’s Hull. He served against the rebels north
of Jullundur in 1848-49, being present at the storming of the heights of Umb, at
the action of Dulla and at the capture of Fort Oonah. He received the Punjab
medal. He also served in the campaign on the north-west frontier of India in
1863, receiving the medal, and in the Jowaki Afreedee expedition in 1877, being
awarded a clasp.
150 years ago
A new Church of England school for the accommodation of a hundred boys has
been built in Bishop’s Hull, at the sole expense of Miss Dance, a lady resident in
the parish. She has for some years taken great interest in the education of the
children of parishioners. She has secured an efficient master in Mr Coate of
Swindon.
At a meeting of the subscribers of the Taunton Vale Harriers, Mr James Scarlett,
who has held the appointment of master for many years, resigned his
appointment. Mr Lionel Patton of Bishop’s Hull filled the vacancy.
16
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Church of England commits £1.25 million
to enabling digital giving in parishes

T

he Church of England aims to enable contactless giving in half of all
parishes over the next two years.

The first pilot scheme has been launched in more than 100 churches across the
Diocese of Carlisle to help encourage contactless giving, making giving easier
for congregations.
The pilot will help pave the way for a £1.25m investment from the Church of
England which will see thousands more churches accept contactless and digital
payments over the next two years. Consideration for connectivity in rural
settings has been taken into account, with churches being offered one of two
types of device, depending on each parish’s context.
Two further pilots will take place in other dioceses later this year before the
nation-wide roll out begins.
Grace Emmett, National Digital Giving Manager for the Church of England,
explained: “Experience so far is that contactless donations are, on average,
three times the value of cash donations.”
How a vicar’s TikTok meant for seven teenagers reached 1.7 million

W

hat began as an amusing way to keep up with the seven teenagers in her
congregation is now serious outreach for the Revd Anne Beverley of
Christ Church in Wesham, Lancashire.
When the coronavirus pandemic struck, the first lockdown brought with it a
need to stay in touch with the teenagers in her congregation, so Revd Anne
Beverley filmed on the social media platform, TikTok – but she did not expect
what happened next.
In three days, her video on her TikTok account @ChristChurchWesham was
seen not just by the seven local teenagers, but by 1.7 million people around the
world.
“We just sat at home watching the numbers go up every time we refreshed our
phones,” said Revd Beverley, “it was ridiculous.”
Today, five or six videos are posted each week, which range from dances and
singing, to short sermons while walking the dog.
The church has more than 66,000 followers and receives around a thousand
comments and questions about God each week.
—------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------TikTok is an international version of Douyin, which was originally released in
the Chinese market in September 2016. Later, TikTok was launched in 2017
for iOS and Android in most markets outside of mainland China; however, it
only became available worldwide after merging with another Chinese social
media service, Musical.ly, on 2 August 2018.
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Neighbourhood Beat Team
PCSO Lyndsay Smith 07802 874297
lyndsay.smith@avonandsomerset.police.uk
PCSO Marshall Bernhard 07849 305815
marshall.bernhard@avonandsomerset.police.uk
PCSO Catharine Richards 07710 026192
catherine.richards@avonandsomerset.police.uk
21/05/2021 9788 Somerset: Gov.Uk Scam Email
Dear All,
Please be aware that today I have received an email claiming to be from
Gov.UK advising that a number of National Insurance Numbers have been
disabled following reports of fraudulent activity. The email states that if
you are the recipient of such an email then your NIN as they state has been
disabled and you must reactivate on the Red (Start Now) button shown on
the attached document.

BISHOP’S HULL FLOWER SHOW 2021

U

nder the chairmanship of David Gurr the Flower Show Committee has
decided to hold the Annual Flower Show on Saturday 14th August 2021
at the newly opened village HUB.
It was also decided to invite villagers to join in the Scarecrow Competition
by displaying a scarecrow outside their home. The scarecrows will be
judged on Sunday 8th August by John Hunt.
18
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POINTS TO PONDER

cognitive behavioural therapy for
insomnia is an effective treatment.”
**
Can your child swim
the length of a pool?

Help our children cope

R

esearch has found that one in six
children aged 5 to 16 in England
reported a probable mental health
disorder last year – up from one in
nine in 2017.
Anxiety and depression have
escalated beyond anything seen
before in the NHS. And so, the NHS
plans to have 400 mental health
support teams working across 3,000
schools in England, offering support
to almost three million pupils by
2023.
Sir Simon Stevens, chief executive of
the NHS, said: “Coronavirus has
taken its toll on us all, not least
children who have been stuck at
home unable to see their friends and
without the routine of school life.” It
had been for many, he said, “a year of
turmoil.”
**
Can you sleep?

B

efore the pandemic, about a
quarter of children could not
swim the curriculum stipulated
length when they left primary school.
But now it is feared that by 2025, this
could rise to three in five of all
primary school children.
The figure comes from the All-Party
Parliamentary Group (APPG) for
Swimming and Swim England. With
pools closed during lockdown and
pupils not able to have face-to-face
swimming lessons, fewer and fewer of
them can swim at 25 metres
competently, use a range of strokes
effectively, or perform safe selfrescue in different situations.
The APPG says it will raise the issue
with the Department for Education
‘as a matter of urgency’.
***
What will you miss about lockdown?

I

n the West, insomnia is thought to
affect between 10 and 30 per cent
of adults at any one time, according
to the Economic and Social Research
Council.
The group also says that a tenth of
British adults regularly take some
kind of sleeping tablet, with its
accompanying risk of addiction.
Now The Sleep Charity, which
campaigns to improve sleep support,
warns that:
“While prescription drugs can help
with short-term insomnia, and help
to break a cycle of poor sleep, they
don’t tackle the root problem. They
really just mask symptoms. With
long-term insomnia, lifestyle changes
usually need to happen, which is why

M

ore than half of us admit that
we will miss some aspects of the
Covid-19 restrictions, especially
spending more time at home with our
family, and appreciating the quieter
roads.
A recent study by King’s College
London and Ipsos Mori found that
19
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around one third of us feel the past
year has been similar or better than
normal, while 54 per cent of us say
that we will miss some of the changes.
Three in ten of us feel closer to our
immediate family than we did before
the pandemic, while just one in six of
us say that we have grown further
apart. One in five of us say that our
finances are better because of the
pandemic.
Overall, it seems that while the public
would rather the pandemic hadn’t
happened, that doesn’t mean it’s been
all bad for everyone, or that people
see it as deeply affecting their future
lives.
**
Slim down

want to do the same to their
smartphones.
A recent study at the university of
Pisa calls it ‘human mimicry’, when
people unintentionally change their
physical behaviour to match that of
people nearby.
The study found it happened to
people in social settings that included
work, restaurants, cinemas, gyms,
waiting rooms, social parties, social
meals, public parks and family
environments.
Try it yourself, and see what happens
to people near you a few minutes
later….
**
Help them brush their teeth

S

chools should teach younger
children to brush their teeth
properly. So says the Faculty of
Dental Surgery at the Royal College of
Surgeons of England.
Dentists say that teeth-cleaning
sessions would ensure that those
pupils who skipped the routine at
home would at least be less likely to
suffer major dental problems.
As one dentist explained: “In a year
that has seen visits to the dentist
disrupted… it is even more important
that we take steps to protect
children’s teeth at home, and at
school.”
**
Gambling – a major problem

T

wo out of three adults in the UK
are now overweight. That means
that the Government has made
tackling obesity as the ‘priority’ for
recovering from the pandemic. (80
per cent of our health problems are
caused by unhealthy lifestyles.)
Boris Johnson recently announced an
Office for Health Promotion (OHP) to
boost our activity and to slim our
waistlines. Experts say that the
Covid-19 death toll has been fuelled
by the obesity epidemic.
**
What happens when you look
at your smartphone

O

ne in eight adults in the UK –
that is about seven million of us
– are at risk of problem gambling,
according to a recent study by
YouGov.
While more than half of us bet money
online or at events, 19 per cent of
people were found to have at least

L

ooking at your smartphone, or
touching it, makes other people
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one characteristic of being a problem
gambler.
The nine psychological validated
attributes include: betting more than
you can afford to lose, borrowing
money to gamble, chasing losses or
increasing stakes (to get the same
buzz).
All in all, more than one in 50 people,
or about 1.4 million, are classed as
problem gamblers, with men twice as
likely as women to have a gambling
problem.
**
Can your child read?

Which? is now asking the
government to set out when it will
introduce laws protecting access to
cash, which the Treasury promised in
March 2020. A treasury spokesman
said: “We remain committed to
further legislation to protect cash.”
**
Why your dog may be in danger

S

chool is out this month, but how
much good did it do your child?
More than 200,000 pupils will leave
primary school this year without
being able to read, according to
recent unpublished figures by the
government.
Now Boris Johnson has announced a
‘four-year emergency’ plan to help
children catch up on their learning.
One idea to help children get back up
to speed is to bring in a ‘citizens
army’ of teachers, including retired
and supply teachers, who can be
recruited to help struggling children.
***
Please take my money

D

og thefts across the UK soared
last year. The problem is now so
serious that the government is to set
up a pet theft taskforce to fight the
organised crime gangs involved.
The taskforce will include officials
from the Environment Department
(Defra), the Home Office, the
Ministry of Justice and the police.
There will also be input from animal
welfare experts.
Priti Patel, the Home Secretary, said:
“Having callous thieves steal a muchloved pet is heart-breaking for
families, and is a cruel crime.”
Stealing a pet is already a criminal
offence, with the offender facing up to
seven years in prison.
The police strongly advise pet owners
never to leave their pet unattended in
public, to vary their walking routines,
and to take basic security steps at
home, such as checking locks on
doors and garden gates.

H

ave you ever tried to use cash in
a shop, and been refused? That
happened to more than a third of us
last year.
But now, in response to widespread
protest, supermarkets and high street
shops have promised that they will
continue to accept cash. Aldi, Asda,
Co-op, John Lewis, Lloyds Pharmacy
and Waitrose have all joined a pledge
organised by the consumer group
Which? to protect customers’ choice.
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BOOK REVIEWS
discovering a long-hidden box
containing that memoir. What
follows is a playful dance of
possibilities between the real and the
invented.
Grenville's Elizabeth Macarthur is a
passionate woman managing her
complicated life - marriage to a
ruthless bully, the impulses of her
own heart, the search for power in a
society that gave her none - with
spirit, cunning and sly wit.

The Dictionary of Lost Words,

by Pip Williams

M

any
readers
will be familiar
with Simon
Winchester’s
bestseller The
Surgeon of
Crowthorne
(1998, later
rebadged as
The Professor
and the
Madman)
which told the fascinating story of
the compilation of Oxford University
Press’s New English Dictionary and
the people who worked on it for
decades.

Her memoir
reveals the dark
underbelly of
the polite world
of Jane Austen.
It explodes the
stereotype of
the women of
the past devoted and
docile,
accepting of
their narrow
choices. That was their public face here's what one of them really
thought.
At the heart of this book is one of the
most toxic issues of our times- the
seductive appeal of false stories.
Beneath the surface of Elizabeth
Macarthur's life and the violent
colonial world she navigated are
secrets and lies with the dangerous
power to shape reality.
A Room Made of Leaves is the
internationally acclaimed author
Kate Grenville's first novel in almost
a decade. It is historical fiction
turned inside out, a stunning sleight
of hand that gives the past the
piercing immediacy of the present.
(Less) ##

Compiling the OED was a massive
undertaking, covering the historical
development of the English language
and providing definitions and
examples of word usage, with
publication beginning in 1884 and
not completed until 1928. It was
expanded from ten volumes to
twelve in 1933, and republished in a
second edition in 1989, (with a third
edition currently under
development). ##
A Room Made of Leaves
by Kate Grenville

W

hat if Elizabeth Macarthur,
wife of the notorious John
Macarthur, wool baron in early
Sydney-had written a shockingly
frank secret memoir?
In her introduction Kate Grenville
tells, tongue firmly in cheek, of
22
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EAT WELL FOR LESS
Salmon fillet with lemon sauce

4 Scottish salmon fillets
1 tbsp olive oil for the lemon sauce:
25 g/1 oz butter
25 g/1 oz plain flour
300 ml 1/2 pint semi-skimmed milk
salt and pepper
juice of 1 lemon
1 tbsp chives chopped
In a saucepan, over a medium heat,
blend together butter, flour, milk and
seasoning.
Bring to the boil, stirring gently all
the time to make a smooth sauce.
Simmer for 2 minutes and add half
the lemon juice.
Whilst the sauce is cooking, pan-fry
the Scottish salmon fillets in the
olive oil for a total of 4 minutes,
turning once.
The salmon is cooked when the flesh
is opaque or when it flakes easily
with a fork.
Add the chives to the remaining
lemon juice and use to glaze the
salmon fillets.
Serve fillets with the lemon sauce,
boiled potatoes and seasonal
vegetables.
Store Manager,
Safeway, Taunton.

Hot Swiss trifle

1 Swiss roll
1 x 400 g/14 oz tin apricots, drained
2 tbsp custard powder
2 eggs, separated
1 tbsp sugar
1 570 mil/pint milk
110 g/4oz caster sugar
25 g/1 oz almonds,blanched,
optional
Slice Swiss roll and arrange with the
apricots in a 1 litre/1½ pint
oven proof dish.
Blend the custard power, egg yolks
and sugar together with a little of the
milk.
Heat the rest of the milk, and when
nearly boiling, stir in to the custard
mix.
Return to the pan and bring to the
boil, stirring constantly.
Once thickened, pour over the
apricots.
Whisk egg whites until stiff and fold
in caster sugar.
Pile this mixture (meringue) on top
of the custard and stud with
blanched almonds.
Bake for approximately 20 minutes
at 180°C/35O°F/Gas 4.
Dorothy Allen
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15th July

St Swithun (or Swithin), saint for a rainy day

S

t Swithun is apparently the saint you
can blame for rainy summers. It is
said that if it rains on his special day,
15th July, it will then rain for 40 days
after that. It all began when Swithun was
made Bishop of Winchester in 852 by
King Ethelwulf of Wessex. It was an
important posting: Winchester was the
capital of Wessex, and during the 10
years Swithun was there, Wessex became
the most important kingdom of England.
During his life, instead of washing out
people’s summer holidays, and damping
down their spirits, Swithun seems to have done a lot of good. He was
famous for his charitable gifts and for his energy in getting churches built.
When he was dying in 862, he asked that he be buried in the cemetery of
the Old Minster, just outside the west door.
If he had been left there in peace, who knows how many rainy summers
the English may have been spared over the last 1000 years. But, no, it was
decided to move Swithun. By now, the 960s, Winchester had become the
first monastic cathedral chapter in England, and the newly installed monks
wanted Swithun in the cathedral with them. So finally, on 15 July 971, his
bones were dug up and Swithun was translated into the cathedral.
That same day many people claimed to have had miraculous cures.
Certainly everyone got wet, for the heavens opened. The unusually heavy
rain that day, and on the days following, was attributed to the power of St
Swithun. Swithun was moved again in 1093, into the new Winchester
cathedral. His shrine was a popular place of pilgrimage throughout the
middle ages. The shrine was destroyed during the Reformation and
restored in 1962. There are 58 ancient dedications to Swithun in England.
Only in England
Only in England...do we leave cars worth thousands of pounds on the
drive and put our junk in the garage.
●
Only in England...can a pizza get to your house faster than an
ambulance.
●
Only in England...do Supermarkets make the sick people walk all the
way to the back of the store to get their prescriptions while healthy people
can buy cigarettes at the front.
●
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22nd July St Mary Magdalene, the woman with a past

L

ater this month Christians all
over the world will
commemorate probably the most
unlikely saint in the Bible, Mary
Magdalene. There was something
in her background that has always
fascinated people. All we are told
about her ‘past’ is that Jesus had
cast ‘seven devils’ out of her, but
on that slender if intriguing
evidence she has become the
patron saint of ‘fallen women’.
Some see her as the woman ‘who
was a sinner’ who washed Christ’s
feet with her tears at a respectable
dinner party. Of that person Jesus
remarked that ‘she had been
forgiven much’ and consequently
‘loved much’. Whether she was that
woman or not, the description
perfectly fits her. No one who has heard or read it could surely fail to be
moved by her tearful encounter with the risen Jesus in the garden on Easter
morning, the man she had taken to be the gardener revealing Himself in
one word, Mary, as her beloved Teacher.
The problem with a good story – and hers is as good as it gets – is that
people can’t leave it alone. Down the centuries she has been John the
Apostle’s fiancée until he left her to follow Christ. She has gone with Jesus’
mother and the same John to live in Ephesus and died there. In art and in
literature she has become an alluring, sexual figure, disapproved of by the
mother of Jesus. There is no historical evidence whatsoever for any of this.
In fact, the Gospels suggest the two Marys were close in their shared
devotion to Jesus.
Her popularity is shown in the fact that 187 ancient churches in Britain are
dedicated to her, and a college at both Oxford and Cambridge. Whatever the
details of her story, we cherish it because it shows that having a ‘past’ is no
reason not to have a future.
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God's gift to humankind
By Trevor Willmott, Assistant Bishop, Diocese of Bath & Wells

A

few days spent recently in the Lakes gave us a much anticipated
opportunity to visit the new RHS garden, Bridgewater, near
Manchester. Created in the ruins of the much overgrown walled garden of
a long gone great house, the garden is the result of co-operation between
the RHS and the City Council. While the Paradise Garden with its pools
and flowing water reminded me of the river of life in the Revelation, it
was the therapeutic garden which captured my imagination. A number of
charities working in inner Manchester with people whose lives are deeply
affected by issues of mental health and social deprivation had approached
the RHS to explore the possibility of creating a working garden to be
grown and maintained by the various communities involved. The result is
stunning both visually and mentally.
To aid the development the partners decided to allocate some of their
limited financial resources towards the appointment of a full time
occupational therapeutic gardener. Talking with her and reading the
display boards around the garden we discovered that for many not only
was this their first experience of gardening but more importantly the
physical work and interaction is giving them a hope and purpose in life in
ways that nothing else had been able to achieve. The Revelation speaks of
a world transformed and made new by God; the very stuff of the earth,
trees and water, bringing new life to what was tired and old. The
Scriptures remind us that the earth is God’s gift to humankind to be
tended and cherished; to be used for the good of all. But let the last word
be that of the therapeutic gardener “we can care for others; we can care
for the earth. All we need is a vision and the will.
”With my blessing, +Trevo
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A further extract from E W Hendy’s book (1943)
Somerset Birds and some other folk.

U

pon the flat lath two inches broad which runs along its top, Gouty once
more neatly laid the foundations of the third nest that she built in this
situation, which from the chaffinch's point of view is evidently what house
agents call ‘eligible’; in 1934 the site was only a few yards from the present
one.
From her four eggs she hatched out three chicks, the fourth egg, as is often
the case in a second laying, was addled. And then came tragedy. Two
mornings later the nest was empty, and magpies, rascally thieves of eggs and
young, were about. There is little doubt they were the culprits. Gouty took her
loss philosophically: birds, and most wild things, have little memory of pain.
She still came to my hand. To receive the confidence of a wild creature is a
great
privilege. I know no more delightful sensation than the touch of Gouty’s tiny
claws upon my fingers; their grip is firm yet trustful. It is like the touch of a
baby’s fingers. She had some pretty ways: once, after consuming a kernel on
my hand, she floated earthward, and delicately quenched her thirst with‘ a
dew-drop from a blade of grass.
During the autumn and winter of 1936, Gouty became even more docile. She
would now perch on our hands and remain there for even half a minute while
she consumed up to six pine-kernels, looking serenely up into our faces
between whiles, and tidily picking up from our palms the minutest fragments.
A bird's principal winter occupation is the absorption of food; dusk comes at
four o’clock or soon after, and from then till eight the next morning, some
sixteen hours, their bodies receive no sustenance. True, their rapid digestion
is then dormant, but when they wake they are ravenous. That is why Gouty
and her friends appeared at our bedroom window soon after sunrise, and why
during the next eight short hours of daylight they wasted no time in stoking
up. In fact they spent most of their time on our bird-tables. However, though
it was a trying winter, with snow in six-foot drifts on the moor in January and
still lying in smirched patches till Easter, spring came at last. In the second
week of April 1937, when daffodils were nodding and the sight of primroses
starring every hedge-bank thrilled us with joy, We noticed Gouty consorting
with a cock chaffinch and ultimately accepting his advances. Whether he was
her lazy husband of the previous year I cannot say definitely, but I believe he
was, for again this time I never saw him help her to feed her young.
She was most secretive over her nest building; we suspected from her furtive
behaviour that she had a nest: she would eye me suspiciously and then dive
out of sight into the shrubbery: it was only in the first week in May that I
discovered her feeding a single youngster in a nest in our macrocarpa. At the
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time when she must have been about to lay her eggs we had noticed that she
seemed a little peevish; she refused food and stood on one leg with ruffled
and dishevelled feathers ; such vapours are incident to expectant
motherhood.
Beside the one nestling, there were two eggs, but perhaps because of the
inclement weather both were addled. As the one hungry bantling received its
mother’s sole attention it thrived amazingly and left the nest with a white ring
on its leg when only about ten days old. But I fear its precocity was its doom,
for it disappeared after a couple of days: there are prowling cats, not ours.
Gouty, with cheerful and phlegmatic optimism, at once set about raising
another family. I doubt whether she was conscious of regret at the
disappearance of her first. This time, I believe, she chose a different mate, a
bird of smarter appearance, and, as transpired later, with a higher sense of
duty. I saw her plucking strands of string from the ties of the orchard apple
trees, and traced her to a half-built nest in the surrounding thorn hedge. Her
new spouse followed her everywhere, encouraging her in the good work with
vibrant chirrupings, though he wisely recognised that the furnishing and
decoration of a nursery is a purely feminine affair.
She worked hard, aided by a plentiful diet of caterpillars, and in four days her
second nest was completed and the first egg laid. This time she laid four; like
a good mother she sat very closely, but now and again came out of the nest to
me for food, making known her desire for my immediate attention to her
wants by an imperative anxious note whose timbre bespoke both hunger and
impatience to return to her domestic duties at the earliest possible moment.
The young, blind and naked, emerged from the shells in about twelve days. I
am glad to be able to record that this time Gouty’s mate took a man's share of
the work of supplying nourishment to the family, and showed meticulous care
in feeding his offspring in strict rotation. Evidently Gouty's second choice was
a wise one. As her fledglings grew older she weaned them to the pine-kernel
habit: it was curious to see that, when soliciting these body-building dainties
from me, she waved her head and body from side to side after the manner of
her own insatiable brood. At this stage she was all motherhood.
Before these fledglings flew from the nest (on June 13th) I ringed one for
identification. For some days both parents fed them about the garden, but
then they disappeared.
Nearly a month later, a friend who lives half a mile away at the other end of
the village, surprised at the sight of a chaffinch wearing coloured bracelets on
her bird-table, rang my wife up, demanding an explanation: (being a reputed
ornithologist I receive enquiries even for lost parrots!). It was the young bird
recently ringed by me, but since then we have had no news of the traveller.
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Somerset Folklore by Elizabeth Andrews

S

omerset, a county rich in folklore, previously called the Summer Lands due
to its verdant green pastures, and which has its fair share of strange
creatures. From the Oak Men who haunt the woods and the Giant Worm of
Shervage Wood, to the more familiar witches, hobgoblins, faeries and pixies.
Although pixies are more often associated with Cornwall, it was always
understood by residents of this county that everywhere west of the River Parret
was pixie land. According to local folklore, Buckland St Mary is the last place
where a small race of red clad faeries were seen; they were defeated in battle
by the pixies and fled, some to Devon and Dorset and a few making their way
to Ireland.
When faeries are mentioned most people think of Disney’s Tinkerbell, a
sweet winged creature. But if you had said ‘faerie,’ even a hundred years ago,
the reaction would have been very different; country people had a healthy fear
and respect for these creatures, believing them to be responsible for many
instances of bad luck or illness in their everyday life. The little people had to
treated with respect and appeased with offerings of cream and bread to avoid
their anger. Many farmers would leave offerings outside their barns in the
hope that the pixies would finish the threshing or help with the harvest. This
practice was carried on inside the house as well; hearths would be swept and
cleared every night so that the faeries could dance in the fireplace and bowls of
fresh water left out for them to bathe in. Woe betide the housewife or servant
that forgot, for mischief would follow.
Interaction was to be avoided for fear of angering them, one well known
encounter ended badly for the mortal as a 17th century account reports.
Riding across the Blackdown Hills a man stumbled across a faerie market
when travelling back to his home at Combe St Nicholas. On the side of the hill
was gathered a large number of small brightly garbed people, and he could see
pedlars with trays of ribbons and trinkets wandering amongst the tents and
crowds. As he drew nearer the figures began to fade but as he passed through
the invisible throng he felt himself being pushed and pinched. Quickly leaving
the fairground he could see the figures reappearing behind him, and began to
experience pain where he had been touched by the invisible hands. By the time
he had reached home a strange paralysis had afflicted him down one side, and
this,coupled with the pain, continued for the rest of his life.
This particular market has been seen several times over the years but none
venture too close as the faeries do not welcome guests to this event.
Although some intrepid souls thought nothing of the danger in the quest for
buried treasure for beneath the many hills of Somerset was believed to be
hoards of faerie gold. Cadbury Hill, thought to be Arthur’s Camelot, was once
home to faeries before they were driven away by the sound of the newly erected
church bells nearby. Here they stored grain which they had gathered from the
surrounding plain. They left so quickly that they didn’t have time to remove the
gold from the hidden passageways beneath the mound.
A well known rhyme tells of the immense wealth hidden beneath the hill:
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‘If Cadbury and Dolbury dolven were
All England would have a golden share.
Cadbury’s treasure is impossible to retrieve however as the harder it is dug for, the
farther it sinks into the earth of the hill.
Other such sites include Rugborough Camp, Broomfield, and Castle Neroche.
Here the treasure seekers fled in fear and empty handed after hearing strange
noises and ghostly voices, but not soon enough for within a month each of the
men were dead.
Parents especially would be concerned about faeries, fearing that their unbaptized babies would be snatched and a changeling left in their place.
One Somerset old wives tale is that you should never dress your child in green
until after the christening, as green is the faeries’ favourite colour and it would
enable them to steal the infant. So for protection, an open pair of scissors would
be hung over the cot, as faeries cannot bear iron, or an iron pin would be stuck
into the baby’s clothes. Holy water would also be sprinkled over the child and the
cot.
No discussion of the folklore of Somerset can omit Glastonbury, the sacred isle of
Avalon, and supposedly the last resting place of King Arthur. Here on the Tor is
said to be the entrance to Faerieland, known as Annwyn, guarded by the Faerie
King himself, Gwyn Ap Nudd. His crystal realm is the meeting place of the dead,
and it is from here on Samhain (31st October), that he leads the Wild Hunt out
across the Somerset countryside.
Now you might think that this is all gone and forgotten but some traditions still
prevail; the wassailing of the apple trees during the winter months is still as
prevalent today as ever. Offerings of toast dipped in cider are left in the branches
of the oldest tree in the orchard to honour ‘The Apple Tree Man’ who is the
guardian of orchards. Cider is drunk from the wassailing bowl and if any remains,
it is poured over the roots of the tree.
‘Old Apple Tree we wassail thee, and happily thou wilt bear,
For the Lord knows where we shall be,
Till apples another year.’
To ensure future crops the last few apples must be left for the ‘The Apple Tree
Man’ and the pixies.
Another traditional festivity that is seeing a come back in the Somerset villages of
Chiselborough, Long Sutton, Lopen, Castle Neroche, and Hinton St George is the
Punkey night which is held on the last Thursday in October. Punkey night is
closely linked with Samhain and has similarities with Halloween but the punkey
lanterns are carved using mangel wurzels or turnips. The children of the village
carry the lanterns around the houses, led by the Punkey King and Queen, singing
the traditional punkey song while begging for pennies.
‘It’s Punkey night tonight,
Give me a light
It’s Punkey night tonight,
If you don’t
Give us a candle, give us a light,
you’ll get a fright!
It’s Punkey night tonight.
If you haven’t a candle
Give me candle
A penny’s alright’
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English Humour - Spoof Message from Her Majesty The Queen
To the citizens of the United States of America
from Her Sovereign Majesty Queen Elizabeth II:
In light of your failure in recent years to
nominate competent candidates for President of
the USA and thus to govern yourselves, we
hereby give notice of the revocation of your
independence, effective immediately.
Her Sovereign Majesty Queen Elizabeth II will
resume monarchical duties over all states,
commonwealths, and territories (except Kansas,
which she does not fancy). Your new Prime
Minister, David Cameron, will appoint a Governor for America without
the need for further elections.
Congress and the Senate will be disbanded.
A questionnaire may be circulated next year to determine whether any of
you noticed.
To aid in the transition to a British Crown dependency, the following rules
are introduced with immediate effect: (You should look up 'revocation' in
the Oxford English Dictionary.)
1. Look up aluminium, and check the pronunciation guide. You will be
amazed at just how wrongly you have been pronouncing it.
2. The letter 'U' will be reinstated in words such as 'colour', 'favour',
'labour' and 'neighbour.' Likewise, you will learn to spell 'doughnut'
without skipping half the letters, and the suffix '-ize' will be replaced by the
suffix '-ise'. Generally, you will be expected to raise your vocabulary to
acceptable levels. (look up 'vocabulary').
3. Using the same twenty-seven words interspersed with filler noises such
as 'like' and 'you know' is an unacceptable and inefficient form of
communication. There is no such thing as US English. We will let
M*crosoft know on your behalf. The M*crosoft spell-checker will be
adjusted to take into account the reinstated letter 'u' and the elimination of
-ize.
4. July 4th will no longer be celebrated as a holiday.
5. You will learn to resolve personal issues without using guns, lawyers, or
therapists. The fact that you need so many lawyers and therapists shows
that you're not quite ready to be independent. Guns should only be used
for shooting grouse. If you can't sort things out without suing someone or
speaking to a therapist then you're not ready to shoot grouse.
6. Therefore, you will no longer be allowed to own or carry anything more
dangerous than a vegetable peeler. Although a permit will be required if
you wish to carry a vegetable peeler in public.
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7. All intersections will be replaced with roundabouts, and you will start
driving on the left side with immediate effect. At the same time, you will go
metric with immediate effect and without the benefit of conversion tables.
Both roundabouts and metrication will help you understand the British
sense of humour.
8. The former USA will adopt UK prices on petrol (which you have been
calling gasoline) of roughly $10/US gallon. Get used to it.
9. You will learn to make real chips. Those things you call French fries are
not real chips, and those things you insist on calling potato chips are
properly called crisps. Real chips are thick cut, fried in animal fat, and
dressed not with catsup but with vinegar.
10. The cold tasteless stuff you insist on calling beer is not actually beer at
all. Henceforth, only proper British Bitter will be referred to as beer, and
European brews of known and accepted provenance will be referred to as
Lager. South African beer is also acceptable as they are pound for pound
the greatest sporting nation on earth and it can only be due to the beer.
They are also part of the British Commonwealth - see what it did for them.
American brands will be referred to as Near-Frozen Gnat's Urine, so that
all can be sold without risk of further confusion.
11. Hollywood will be required occasionally to cast English actors as good
guys. Hollywood will also be required to cast English actors to play
English characters. Watching Andie MacDowell attempt English dialogue
in 'Four Weddings and a Funeral' was an experience akin to having one's
ears removed with a cheese grater.
12. You will cease playing American football. There is only one kind of
proper football; you call it soccer. Those of you brave enough will, in time,
be allowed to play rugby (which has some similarities to American
football, but does not involve stopping for a rest every twenty seconds or
wearing full Kevlar body armour like a bunch of nancies). Don't try rugby
- the South Africans and Kiwis will thrash you, like they regularly thrash
us.
13. Further, you will stop playing baseball. It is not reasonable to host an
event called the World Series for a game which is not played outside of
America. Since only 2.1% of you are aware there is a world beyond your
borders, your error is understandable. You will learn cricket, and we will
let you face the South Africans first to take the sting out of their deliveries.
14. You must tell us who killed JFK. It's been driving us mad.
15. An internal revenue agent (i.e. tax collector) from Her Majesty's
Government will be with you shortly to ensure the acquisition of all
monies due (backdated to 1776).
16. Daily Tea Time begins promptly at 4 pm with proper cups, with
saucers, and never mugs, with high quality biscuits (cookies) and cakes;
plus strawberries (with cream) when in season.
God Save the Queen!
33

Bishop's Hull Parish Magazine Edition 36/02 July 2021

PARAPROSDOKIANS are figures of speech in which the latter part of a
sentence
is unexpected.
1. Where there's a will, I want to be in it.
2. Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you
hear them speak.
3. If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong.
4. War does not determine who is right - only who is left.
5 Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit
salad.
6. They begin the evening news with 'Good Evening,' then proceed to tell you
why it isn't.
7. To steal ideas from someone is plagiarism. To steal from many is called
research.
8. In filling in an application, where it says, 'In case of emergency' - notify: I
put 'DOCTOR.'
9. I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you.
10. Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street
with a bald head and a beer gut, and still think they look sexy.
11. Behind every successful man is his woman. Behind the fall of a successful
man is usually another woman.
12. A clear conscience is the sign of a bad memory.
13 I used to be indecisive. Now I'm not so sure.
14. Nostalgia isn't what it used to be. Nor is there any future in it.
15. Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.
16. Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than standing in
your garage makes you a car.
17. I am not arguing with you, I am explaining why you are wrong.
18. Finally: I'm supposed to respect my elders, but it’s getting harder and
harder for me to find one now.
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SMILE LINES

sale and tells the previous owner, “I
can’t get the mower to start!” “That’s
because you have to curse to get it
started,” says the man. “I’m a man of
the cloth. I don’t even remember how
to curse.” “You keep pulling on that
rope, and it’ll come back to you.”
*****
ne of my wife’s third graders was
wearing a Fitbit watch, which
prompted my wife to ask, “Are you
tracking your steps?”
“No,” said the little girl. “I wear this
for Mummy so she can show Daddy
when he gets home.”
*****
t was my first night caring for an
elderly patient. When he grew
sleepy, I wheeled his chair as close to
the bed as possible and, using the
techniques I’d learned in school,
grasped him in a bear hug to lift him
onto the bed. But I couldn’t clear the
top of the mattress. So I grabbed him
again, summoned all my might, and
hoisted him onto the bed.
When the night shift nurse arrived, I
recounted what had happened.
“Funny,” she said, looking puzzled.
“Usually I just ask him to get in bed,
and he does.”
*****
y 85-year-old grandfather was
rushed to the hospital with a
possible concussion. The doctor
asked him a series of questions:
“Do you know where you are?”
“I’m at Rex Hospital.” “What city are
you in?” “Raleigh.” “Do you know
who I am?” “ Dr. Hamilton.” My
grandfather then turned to the nurse
and said, “I hope he doesn’t ask me
any more questions.” “Why?” she
asked. “Because all of those answers
were on his badge.”
*****

A

fter 35 years of marriage, a
husband and wife came for
counselling. When asked what the
problem was, the wife went into a
tirade listing every problem they had
ever had in the years they had been
married.
On and on and on: neglect, lack of
intimacy, emptiness, loneliness,
feeling unloved and unlovable, an
entire laundry list of unmet needs she
had endured.
Finally, after allowing this for a
sufficient length of time, the therapist
got up, walked around the desk and
after asking the wife to stand, he
embraced and kissed her long and
passionately as her husband watched
- with a raised eyebrow. The woman
shut up and quietly sat down in a
daze.
The therapist turned to the husband
and said, "This is what your wife
needs at least 3 times a week. Can you
do this?"
"Well, I can drop her off here on
Mondays and Wednesdays,
..............But I go fishing on Fridays.
*****
cene: With a patient in my
medical exam room Me: How old
are your kids? Patient: Forty-four and
39 from my wife who passed away,
and from my second wife, 15 and 13.
Me: That’s quite the age difference!
Patient: Well, the older ones didn’t
give me any grandkids, so I made my
own.
*****
priest buys a lawn mower at a
yard sale. Back home, he pulls on
the starter rope a few times with no
results. He storms back to the yard
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The New Zookeeper

P

eter starts his new job at the
London Zoo and is given three
tasks.
First is to clear the exotic fish pool of
weeds. As he does this, a huge fish
jumps out and bites him. To show
who is boss, Peter beats it to death
with a spade. Realising his employer
won't be best pleased; he disposes of
the fish by feeding it to the lions, as
lions will eat anything.
Moving on to the second job of
clearing out the chimp house, Peter is
attacked by the chimps that pelt him
with coconuts. He swipes at two
chimps with a spade killing them
both. What can he do? Feed them to
the lions, Peter says to himself,
because lions eat anything. He hurls
the corpses into the lion enclosure.
Peter moves on to the last job which is
to collect honey from the South
American Bees. As soon as he starts,
he is attacked by the bees. He grabs
the spade and smashes the bees to a
pulp. By now he knows what to do and
throws them into the lion's cage
because lions eat anything.
Later that day a new lion arrives at the
zoo. He wanders up to another lion
and says, 'What's the food like here?'
The lion replies, 'Absolutely
brilliant!..... Today we had fish and
chimps with mushy bees.'
*****
The British Abroad

R

oland, an Englishman went to
Spain on a fishing trip. While
there, Roland hired a Spanish guide to
help him find the best fishing spots.
Since Roland was learning Spanish,
he asked the guide to speak to him in
Spanish and to correct any mistakes
of usage. Together they were hiking
36

on a mountain trail when a very large,
purple and blue fly crossed their path.
The Englishmen pointed at the insect
with his fishing rod, and announced,
'Mira el mosca.'
The guide, sensing a teaching
opportunity to teach Roland, replied,
'No, senor, "la mosca"... es feminina.'
Roland looked at him in amazement,
then back at the fly, and then said,
'Good heavens..... you must have
incredibly good eyesight.'
*****
The British at University

A

famous scientist, Arnold
Nijmegen, was on his way to a
lecture in yet another university, this
one in Aberdeen, Scotland, when his
chauffeur offered an idea. 'Tell you
what, sir, I've heard your speech so
many times I bet I could deliver it and
give you the night off.' 'Sounds great,'
the Nijmegen responded. When they
got to the auditorium, the scientist put
on the chauffeur's hat and settled into
the back row. The chauffeur walked to
the lectern and delivered the speech.
Afterward he asked if there were any
questions. 'Yes,' said one professor.
Then he launched into a highly
technical question. The chauffeur,
panic stricken for a moment, quickly
recovered. 'Ah, professor now that's
an easy one,' he replied, 'in fact, it's so
easy, I'm going to let my chauffeur
answer it.'
*****
Lesson

W

hat did Anne Boleyn's mother
say when her daughter said that
she had fallen in love with Henry the
VIII and was going to marry him?
That man's not worth losing your
head over.
*****
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Growing Old in England
A Funny English Story?

S

omeone asked the other day, 'What was your
favourite fast food when you were growing up?'
'We didn't have fast food when I was growing up,' I
informed him. 'All the food was slow.'
'C'mon, seriously. Where did you eat?' '
It was a place called "at home,"' I explained. 'Mum
cooked every day and when Dad got home from work,
we sat down together at the dining room table, and if I
didn't like what she put on my plate I was allowed to sit
there until I did like it.'
By this time, the other person was laughing so hard I
was afraid he was going to suffer serious internal damage, so I didn't tell him
the part about how I had to have permission to leave the table.
But here are some other things I would have told him about my childhood if I
thought his system could have handled it:
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●

●

●

Some parents NEVER owned their own house, never wore Levis, never
set foot on a golf course, or had a credit card.
Pizzas were not delivered to our home... But milk was.
All newspapers were delivered by boys and all boys delivered
newspapers.
We didn't have a television in our house until I was 19. It was, of
course, black and white, and the station went off the air at midnight,
after playing the National Anthem.
My parents never drove me to school. I had a bicycle that weighed
probably 50 pounds, and only had one speed, (slow).
I never had a telephone in my room. The only phone was on a party
line.
Before you could dial, you had to listen and make sure some people
you didn't know weren't already using the line.
Movie stars kissed with their mouths shut. At least, they did in the
movies.
There were no movie ratings because all movies were responsibly
produced for everyone to enjoy viewing, without profanity or violence or
most anything offensive.
If you grew up in a generation before there was fast food, you may
want to share some of these memories with your children or
grandchildren. Just don't blame me if they bust a gut laughing.
Growing up isn't what it used to be, is it?
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St James the Least of All
The Revd Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle
Eustace’…
On why the clergy should avoid computers
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
Thank you for the kind offer of your old computer, but I do not want it. I
know you find it a fundamental basic of daily life, but I do not, and I intend to
keep things that way.
This is despite the fact that our diocesan office now takes it for granted that
all of us clergy have a computer. Indeed, the diocesan secretary and I have
had several awkward phone calls upon this very subject. He can’t believe that
I really don’t have one, and suspects that I am simply hiding my email
address from him so that he cannot send me the daily diocesan briefings,
weekly questionnaires, and constant notification of all sorts of meetings and
training days. But I remain firm: I have survived in ministry for nearly 50
years without a computer, and I don’t intend to change now. When he gets
tetchy with me, I take the high moral ground and remind him that St Paul did
not have a computer.
Besides, it would not end with just a computer. Next, I would be obliged to get
a printer and then ink cartridges and then maybe some sort of virus would
attack me. As I have no idea about any of this, I might have to allow someone
into the vicarage to sort it out, and even worse, I might even have to pay
them. My money can be far more usefully spent on good claret.
Being without a computer also saves me much aggravation. From what I can
gather, most computer owners spend significant parts of their lives either
trying to get their machine to do something that it refuses to do, or else
getting help from someone in a remote part of the world who speaks a jargon
only distantly related to English, who assures you that whatever you did, it
would have been better if you hadn’t.
So I have decided that should I ever REALLY need to use a computer for
something, I will visit our local primary school and get a six year-old to do
the job for me, which they do with effortless efficiency, speed and accuracy.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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nb computing solutions
Friendly, reliable help for all
your computer problems
��PC/laptop repairs and upgrades
��New PC/laptop purchase and setup
��Lost password retrieval
��Data backup and recovery
��Internet security
��Virus detection and removal
��Telephone and Internet wiring
Tel: 01823 277469
Mobile: 07917 333464
Email:
nigelbroom@nbcomputingsolutions.
co.uk
Web: www.nbcomputingsolutions.co.uk
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LANDSCAPING &
ARTIFICIAL LAWNS
●
●
●
●

Garden Landscaping
Patios. Stone Walling. Decking. Pergolas
Lazylawn Artificial Grass Licensee for the South West
Commercial and Residential
Contact: 01823 252023
www.lazylawntauton.co.uk www.englishgardenco.co.uk
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SERVICES AT ST PETER & ST PAUL July 2021
Sunday
4 July
5th of Trinity
Wednesday
7 July
Sunday
11 July
6th of Trinity
Wednesday
14 July
Sunday
18 July
7th of Trinity
Wednesday
21 July
Sunday
25 July
8th of Trinity
Wednesday
28 July

10.00 &

Holy Communion
On
Holy Communion Facebook

Mark 6.1-13

On

Matthew 10.1-7

Holy Communion Facebook
10.oo &

Holy Communion
On
Holy Communion Facebook

Mark 6.14-29

On

Matthew 11.2527

10.00 &

Mark 6.30-34,
53-end

Holy Communion Facebook
Holy Communion
On
Holy Communion Facebook
Holy Communion On
Facebook

Matthew 13.1-9

10.00 &

Holy Communion
On
Holy Communion Facebook
On

Holy Communion Facebook

John 6.1-21
Matthew 13.4446

GRASS CUTTING

11 July
25 July

Half Cut
Full Cut

Stuart English
John Chidgey

Our Church is partially closed for some Services following
the current National Guidelines due to the pandemic.
However, our Services will be On Line via our Facebook
Page.
Good News, we are now also offering a new way to be part of
our Sunday Service for those without Internet, please see
our online Notices section for more information.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY (01823)
Church web site:
Vicar:

www.stpeterandstpaul.org.uk

Rev. Philip Hughes
(Usual day off - Friday)
phil2overflowing@gmail.com

336102

Reader:

Gerald Lush

251105

Church Wardens:

Mr Will Osmond
Mrs Jo George

461820
331432

Treasurer:

Kathy Fear

0774 811 8124

Gift Aid Co-ordinator: Pat Barrett

365811

Safeguarding Officer: Jo George

331432

Tower Secretary:

Giles Morley

430710

PCC Secretary:

Gerald Lush

251105

Parish Administrator
Weekly Notice Sheet

Vicar
In church or Online

Church Flowers:

Belinda Luke
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