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Weekly Church Keynotes has come to an end
Sadly we said goodbye to our lovely Parish Administrator at the
beginning of May 2021. We all wish Jayne well in her new
adventure of running a fab coffee shop at Taunton Crematorium
. Until someone new is appointed (or volunteers!) as
Parish Administrator it is unlikely that there will be a
weekly notice sheet produced.
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The forward-thinking independent school creating
caring, ambitious and well-educated boys and girls.
• Extensive range of co-curricular
activities
• Caring and supportive community
• Strong academic results
• A range of scholarships available
• Family fee support and a generous
sibling discount
• Buses available across the region
• No academic lessons on Saturday
mornings
• Dedicated to sustainability
• Outstanding creative and
performing arts
• 570 seat theatre – the largest in the
region
OPEN MORNINGS
Contact our friendly
Meet the new Head of College Mr Julian Noad
admissions team
Saturday 25 September 2021
01823 340830
Senior & Sixth form (11-18 years)
admissions@queenscollege.
Friday 01 October 2021
org.uk
Nursery, Pre-Prep & Prep (0-11 years)
www.queenscollege.org.uk

NURSERY • PRE-PREP • PREP • SENIOR • SIXTH FORM
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The Frank Bond Centre
84 Mountway Road, Bishop’s Hull
A place for the over 50s to meet new
friends
Contact Carolyn 01823 283941
Nadia 07989 970165
Come along to Frank’s café on a Friday morning 10.00-12.00 and
discover what activities could lay in store for you. The café is open to
members and non members.
Weekly Activities:
Monday

The Painting Group 10.00-12.00
Whist Club 1.30-4.00
Bridge Club 2.00-4.00 (except first Monday in
the month)
Tuesday Games 2.00-4.00
Thursday Bridge club 10.00-12.00-beginners welcome
Croquet 2.00-4.00
Friday
Frank’s Café 10.00-12.00
Monthly Activities:
1st Monday in month
Family History 2.00-4.00
2nd Tuesday in month
Parchment 10.00-3.30(Sept start)
1st Wednesday in month Singles social club 2.00-4.00 (Sept start)
4th Wednesday in month Music appreciation 2.00-4.00

Getting to know one another again
3rd Thursday in month
on list in foyer

2.00-4.00

Monthly lunch-please write name

Annual membership £22 (£20 if paid before 31st Jan)
Find us on Facebook (& ’Like’ us)
There are many more exciting activities…Table tennis, Boules,
cards, books, puzzles plus Coach trips visiting local attractions for the
day. A variety of social events take place throughout the year subject to
government restriction due to COVID-19.
The centre is available to hire
For bookings please contact Nadia 01823 338242/07989
970165

AGM Friday 10th Sept 2pm
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Vicar:
Reverend Philip Hughes ,
The Vicarage, Bishop's Hull Hill,
Bishop's Hull, TA1 5EB
01823-336102
Church Wardens:
Mr Will Osmond, 01823-461820
Mrs Jo George,
01823-331432

F

or the whole of my life I have taken electricity for granted. And it is widely
acknowledged that the whole planet now ‘runs’ on electricity and life (as we
know it) would be impossible without it.
Benjamin Franklin is typically given credit for the discovery of electricity whilst
Michael Faraday in 1831 is typically credited with making electricity
harnessable and viable for use in technology (a mere 190 years ago).
When I was a lad I used to visit my grandmother in her almshouse (1950) and
in the evening she used to light her gas mantle as she did not have an electricity
supply. Even in my own home (1942) we didn’t have electricity upstairs for
many years.
A little local history.
Taunton Municipal Lighting Plant began operating as a municipal electric
utility in 1897. Service began on a small scale, with 22 customers with one,
two or three arc lights. Electricity was available from one hour before sunset
until 10 p.m. each night except Saturday when electricity was provided until
11 p.m. By September 1892, 18 stores around the Green had electricity and
streetlights were lit on Broadway, Main Street and City Square.
So, here we are today; me on my computer, you either watching television or
texting on your mobile phone whilst the kettle is boiling, the ‘fridge is
humming, you are doing a late ‘wash’ and the pizza is in the microwave.
Outside the street lighting is burning away and endless traffic with headlights
blazing is zooming by. The water and sewerage plants are doing their job whilst
hospital patients are being electronically monitored and outside sits your new
all electric car. The police and security services are ‘monitoring’ for our safety
whilst factories are churning out our daily food. The list is almost endless.
Very rarely do we stop and think about who generates all this electricity and
will there ever be enough for the world to continue its rush into an electric
future.
Slowly we are all beginning to wonder if the planet can afford to expand
electricity generation on the scale needed to satisfy all our needs using
outdated technology, e.g. coal-fired power stations.
After sunset ‘light pollution’ obscures the Milky Way and all the stars. If you
haven’t had the opportunity to see this wonder of Nature you may just live long
enough until the day all the lights go out and chaos begins. Fingers crossed.
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The Vicar is on holiday

S

unday 5th September is being
designated Climate Sunday, ahead of the
UN’s climate change conference, COP26, in
Glasgow during November. How should we
approach the challenge of climate change?
We have damaged God’s creation: God
delights in His creation: ‘God saw all that
He had made, and it was very good.’
(Genesis 1:31). However, we have damaged
this world and impacted people, created in
His image. The burning of oil or gas and
cutting down forests is increasing the concentration of greenhouse
gases like carbon dioxide that trap heat in the Earth’s atmosphere.
The global average temperature could increase by 1.5˚C in 2030,
resulting in significant damage to our planet. Already, increasing
temperatures are melting ice caps, raising sea-levels, changing
rainfall patterns and creating extreme climate events. It’s the 70%
of the world’s poorest population who are being impacted most!
Hope is found in Jesus: He has an intimate knowledge of the
workings of creation. ‘For in Him all things were created: things in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created
through him and for him. He is before all things, and in Him all
things hold together.’ (Colossians 1:16,17). Our hope for the future
lies in what Jesus has done and continues to do in the world. He is
the one who sustains creation and will bring everything to
completion.
An invitation to respond: Simple everyday actions can help to
sustain our planet, including recycling of waste, energy saving and
changes in our lifestyle and diet to help the planet. We can fix our
eyes on Jesus, as we pray for our world for our world leaders,
gathering in Glasgow, asking that they may reach a good agreement
for the future of our world.
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Neighbourhood Beat Team
PCSO Lyndsay Smith 07802 874297
lyndsay.smith@avonandsomerset.police.uk
PCSO Marshall Bernhard 07849 305815
marshall.bernhard@avonandsomerset.police.uk
PCSO Catharine Richards 07710 026192
catherine.richards@avonandsomerset.police.uk
Avon and Somerset Police
STAYING SAFE ON LINE - Beware of phishing.

M

any attempts to defraud start with a ‘phishing’ email, text or phone
call that attempts to convince you to hand over personal details or visit
a website being used as part of the scam. Often these will include one or
more of the following elements:
Urgency – they may say they will close accounts, halt payments or stop
subscriptions if you don’t reply.
Authority – stating that they are from an organisation such as the police,
HMRC or other government agencies to make you worry about what will
happen if you don’t comply.
Reward – for instance by suggesting that you will receive a payment,
vouchers, rebate, or some kind of prize.
Bullying – occasionally fraudsters will simply adopt a bullying tactic in the
hope that victims will comply.
Other signs that a message may be from a fraudster include:
• They don’t know your name. You may be referred to as a valued client,
dear customer or similar.
• Spelling or grammar in texts or emails may be poor.
• Logos and graphics in emails may be of poor quality.
• Emails containing links to websites or attachments.
It is very difficult to spot a really well-crafted phishing attempt so the best
defence is to ask if you are expecting the message or if the supposed sender
of the message usually communicates with you in such a way. If you have any
reason to be suspicious, it’s always safer to call or email using the number or
address from an organisation’s website, as contact details in an email or text
may not be genuine
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Shop safely online

B

uying online gives consumers a huge amount of choice and convenience, but it
can be much more difficult to have the same degree of confidence in an online
supplier than when we walk into a familiar high street store.
Do some research before using an unfamiliar retailer for the first time.
Do they have a physical address and phone number, do they have social media
pages with reviews from users that appear like real people, can you google if they
are a scam site?
Check the web address starts with ‘https://’ when providing personal details. The
‘s’ stands for ‘secure’ and shows that communications with the website are
encrypted.
Double check the website address in the browser address bar. Criminals can
register fake sites based on spelling mistakes or names that look very similar to the
legitimate company.
Use a credit card if possible. Most providers carry some protection for purchases in
the event of a scam sale.
Many banks now provide ‘virtual card’ functionality that allow you to transact on
your main credit card account without revealing your main credit card account
number.
Check banking and credit card statements. Make sure that there are no suspicious
or extra transactions.
Be cautious if the site asks for an unreasonable amount of information to make a
purchase. Whilst it is expected that an address and bank details are needed you
wouldn’t expect to have to provide much more. This may be an
attempt to harvest personal details.
Be on guard for emails and texts about amazing offers or links to discount codes.
Check Google to see if a scam has been reported and navigate to any websites
yourself rather than click on links.
Protect your digital devices
aking sure your digital devices are well protected is a vital part of your
online security. If attackers can gain access to your devices by connecting to
them through the Internet or by installing malicious software on them, then you
can be at risk of losing your online credentials, files, banking info and much more.
Following these simple security steps can help protect you from attacks. Install
updates. Software vendors work hard to make sure they spot and fix any
vulnerabilities before the criminals can get at them. To keep yourself protected
make sure you install any updates when they’re available. The longer you leave
your device before updating, the longer you could be exposed to attacks and
viruses. Make sure your firewall is turned on. The minute you connect to the
Internet you’re potentially exposing your device to machines from all over the
world. A firewall is your protection against unwanted connections. Make sure you
check it is enabled. Use an anti-virus product. An uninstalled update, a visit to an
unsafe website, or opening a dangerous attachment in an email can all leave you
exposed to malicious software. In these instances you need help spotting the
dangers and protecting your data. This is the job of anti-virus software, so make
sure you have a product keeping you safe
11
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Would you like to make a difference?

T

aunton is home to magistrates’, family and Crown courts, and the town’s
team chaplaincy is in the process of forming a group of chaplains initially
to serve the magistrates’ court.
The hope is to operate on one day each week, at both the morning and the
afternoon sessions, with at least two chaplains from the team on duty; you will
be able to choose the level of commitment you can offer.
Chaplains are there to listen, to serve - for example by pointing to sources of
support and advice, and to hold people in their prayers; in all this they may
have opportunities to discuss faith. Those who attend the court often need
reassurance, comfort and hope for their future. Chaplains will also offer their
presence and support to those who work within the courts, and it is with their
welcome and permission that we enter.
There is a short new video ‘Court Chaplaincy Recruitment’ on our website at
www.tauntontc.co.uk and that will tell you more.
Might this be something in your heart at this time? Previous experience in the
legal world is not necessary, and training is of course provided. Though we are
ecumenical in the chaplaincy, we use the resources of the diocese of Bath and
Wells, and they will be running their ‘Exploring Chaplaincy’ foundation course
over two days soon – on 14th September and 5th October; this gives time to
ponder and explore, and no commitment is expected at this stage.
If you would like to consider courts or other chaplaincy, please get in touch
with the Chaplaincy Development Adviser, Revd Mike Haslam, at
mike.haslam@bathwells.anglican.org. Or you may like to contact me at
mgwhayes@gmail.com as I am always happy to talk about any aspect of this.
Michael Hayes, Courts Chaplaincy team leader
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A time to learn
By Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton
'I am always ready to learn although I do not
always like being taught,’ wrote Winston Churchill. I
think many of us would echo that.
A huge ‘thank you’ to our teachers and all who
support our schools! There has been a tremendous
effort to ensure our children have been able to
continue their education during the pandemic. Not
only have the children been learning but teaching
staff have had to learn new means of
communication. Governors, church communities and individual volunteers
have gone the extra mile too, to encourage our teachers through gifts and
cards and prayer. The whole school team deserves our gratitude.
Learning online is a challenge. Those of us who are spending many hours
in Zoom rooms online can vouch for that. It’s tiring! At the end of this
month we shall be celebrating the ordinations of our new priests. Last year
they were ordained as deacons in September following three months as lay
curates as a result of the pandemic restrictions.
What a year to be a deacon! They’ve had a very different learning
experience than normal, with not so much opportunity of the ‘hands-on’
experience. I’m looking forward to hearing their stories!
Our incoming deacons are being licensed as lay curates initially this June.
For them, colleges and courses have taken place principally online and
they’ve had experience of digital worship on top of regular lectures and
seminars. How might that prepare them for our ‘new normal’ of blended
worship, with live-streaming of services in person?
As the Church emerges into this ‘new normal’ we have the opportunity
together to learn and discover new things, new gifts, new ways of being
the people of God. It is the same good God, the same story of His love to
share with others, but there’s a new landscape.
“One learns from books and example only that certain things can be done.
Actual learning requires that you do those things.” (Frank Herbert)
Every blessing
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BISHOP’S HULL IN TIMES PAST
100 years ago

T

he death occurred at Hertford of Major Roger Harbin
Manley, late of the 4th Somerset Light Infantry and
8th Battalion Leicester Regiment. Major Manley formerly
lived at Bishop’s Hull House and was 51 years of age. He
left a widow, Alice Evelyn.
At the annual anniversary of the Congregational Sunday
School, special sermons were preached by Mr Harry
Pearse of Bristol, who was an old scholar and a son of Mr
Joseph Pearse, who for over 50 years was superintendent
of the Sunday School. In 1883, two new classrooms were
built to celebrate the jubilee of his superintendence, and,
in token of the love and esteem in which he was held, a
large print Bible and a clock were presented to him on that occasion. At the
close of the afternoon service, a ceremony took place when three large
photographs were unveiled. One to Mr Joseph Pearse, which was unveiled by
his great-granddaughter (Miss Dorothy Ethel Jones), the next was unveiled by
Mr Harry Pearse, in memory of his brother (Mr Albert Pearse), who was a
scholar of the school and for many years a missionary on the South Sea
Islands. Mr Pearse gave a very graphic description of his brother’s work
amongst the cannibals of the islands. Miss Vera May Williams unveiled the
third photograph in memory of her grandfather, who was connected with the
Sunday School and the church for 84 years, as a scholar, teacher, deacon and
secretary. The Sunday School at Bishop’s Hull was the oldest in the county and
was formed in 1788 by the Rev Peard Jillard, who was pastor of the church
from 1770 to 1799. The following day, a well-attended public tea took place.
The tables were presided over by the teachers, assisted by many willing
helpers. A public meeting followed, with Mr E Williams in the chair. Miss
Sanderson rendered a solo and addresses were given by Mr H Pearse, Mr F
Bond (secretary of the school), Mr F Davis (treasurer of the school) and Mr G
Lewis. Mrs H Jones, grand-daughter of Mr Joseph Pearse, distributed the
prizes to the children. At the close, the Pastor (Rev WE Gadsby) thanked all
who had helped to make the anniversary one of the best. The children were
trained in the singing by Mr F Davis and Mr G Lewis, the organist. Mr Crocker
was the accompanist.
75 years ago

S

everal applications for house ejection orders came before Judge Thesiger at
Taunton County Court. Judge Thesiger refused an application by farmer
Reginald Gregory of Longaller, Bishop’s Hull, for possession of 4 Longaller
Cottages, occupied by Mr and Mrs A Blackmore and family, who were offered 2
Longaller Cottages as alternative accommodation. Mr Gregory wished the
tenant of No 2, Frederick James Huxtable, to live in No 4 to be nearer the
14
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sheep during the lambing season. Mr Blackmore said the accommodation at
No 2 was less than at No 4 and was inadequate for his family. Judge Thesiger
said he thought Mr Huxtable could perform his duties satisfactorily while
living at No 2.
A well attended meeting of the Bishop’s Hull section of the Taunton
Conservative Association was held in the Parish Rooms. Mrs Thornton
presided, supported by Mrs Dowling (hon secretary) and Mr Edgar Betts
(Conservative agent). Miss VC Sharpe gave an informative address on the
‘Pitfalls and fallacies of present Socialist legislation’. This was followed by tea
provided by the Committee.

Bishops Hull Hub 100 Club - August 2021 – Winners
£47.20 – Lin And Roger Suchley
£23.60 – Alan Chapman
£11.80 – Laurie Carling

Tickets are £2 per month (must be 16yrs or over) and to purchase either
complete the online form - forms.office.com/r/2GtUivFXsm or email
bhhub100club@gmail.com
The September draw will take place at the hub café on the 11th September.
The 100 club supports the Bishops Hull Hub, paying for equipment,
maintenance and the building loan.

Bishop’s Hull Parish Council News
At the meeting held on 1st July 2021 Members resolved:
- Continue to pursue a meeting with SW&T Planning enforcement and
Persimmon to resolve outstanding issues on the Kinglake development
- Renew the allotment insurance at a premium of £81.55
- To look favourably at grant request for a bench at Stonegallows and
support the new bowling club, once adding CIL funds are available.
- Investigate the possibility of making the open space at Waterfield Drive
a public green.
The next meeting of Bishop’s Hull Parish Council will be on Thursday
9th September 7.30 pm at the Bishop’s Hull HUB.
If anyone wishes to attend the meeting please contact the Clerk ahead of
the meeting, to register your attendance and to make sure you are aware
of all safety procedures in place. ##
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Taunton Heritage Trust - Almshouse Charity
What is an Almshouse?…

A

n Almshouse is a unit of residential accommodation which belongs to a
charity and is provided exclusively to meet the charity’s purpose.
Each of our Residents are beneficiaries of the Trust and contribute a weekly
sum towards maintenance.
About us...
The Taunton Heritage Trust is an Almshouse and grant giving charity. We
provide 66 self contained flats in Taunton. Each site has communal gardens
which are maintained for the enjoyment of our Residents. Community rooms
and guest accommodation are also provided.
At entry, our Residents have to be 60 years or over, in need of financial and
social support and in good health. They must also be able to live
independently, but have a desire to be part of a supportive community,
following a very simple set of rules.
We aim to provide a community environment on each of our sites which
encourages social well being through a range of activities and events. The Trust
organises and pays for two outings a year, usually a summer trip to the seaside
and a Christmas party.
We provide part-time Warden support and each of our flats is fitted with a 24
hour piper alarm system, which is supported by the Deane Helpline. We
provide flooring and a freestanding cooker and fridge in each flat. Communal
laundries are provided on each site with washers and dryers maintained by the
Trust. .

The Huish Homes Almsmen taken around 1890 in the garden to the rear of Magdalene
Street.. The roller in the photo on the right is still in the garden at Huish Homes today!
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Trustees and Staff
The Taunton Heritage Trust is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO)
and is registered with the Charity Commission (No: 1177162). The Trust is also
registered with the Regulator of Social Housing as a housing provider and is a
member of the Almshouse Association.
The Trust is governed by a minimum of nine Trustees, three of whom are
nominated. Two are nominated by Somerset West and Taunton Council and
one by the Court Leet. The Trust’s Patron is the serving Mayor of Taunton.
The day to day responsibility for running the Trust and overseeing all its
activities is delegated to the Chief Officer, who together with the rest of the
Staff team, work on a part time basis.
The two original benefactors of our charity were Robert Gray, who founded
Grays Almshouses which were built in 1635 and Richard Huish, who founded
Huish Homes, which was built in 1868. Both were merchants born in Taunton
who had prospered in London.
Our heritage
We are very proud of the Trust’s grant scheme. Every year over 250 grants are
awarded to individuals living in Taunton Deane who are in need to enable
them and their families to benefit.
Heritage Open Day Scheme...
We proudly open up Grays Almshouses to the public in September each year,
as part of the National Heritage Open Day scheme.
Visitors have the opportunity to tour the chapel and garden and look inside
some of our Residents flats.
It is always a busy event with over 100 visitors.
Our grants scheme...
The future of Almshouse living in Taunton.
The demand for our almshouse accommodation is increasing and as a result,
work is progressing to develop 11 additional almshouse flats with lift access
and replacement offices for the Trust staff. The Corfield Hall site is in a
beautiful location in the heart of Taunton and plans are under way to produce
a building to be proud of well into the twenty-first century and beyond.
The future of Almshouse living in Taunton.
The demand for our almshouse accommodation is increasing and as a result,
work is progressing to develop 11 additional almshouse flats with lift access
and replacement offices for the Trust staff. The Corfield Hall site is in a
beautiful location in the heart of Taunton and plans are under way to produce
a building to be proud of well into the twenty-first century and beyond. eart of
Taunton and plans are under way to produce a building to be proud of well Contact us:
Taunton Heritage Trust, Huish Homes, Magdalene Street, Taunton TA1 1SG
Tel: 01823 335348 / info@tauntonheritagetrust.org.uk
www.tauntonheritagetrust.org.uk
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BISHOP’S HULL FLOWER SHOW REPORTS
HELD ON SATURDAY 14th AUGUST

T

he hugely successful flower show, held at The Hub to the backdrop of
cricket being played, made for a very quintessential lovely summer
afternoon.
A big thank you to Shirley, Nancy and Josie and their team for the beautiful
homemade cakes and refreshments served and everyone who helped and
supported the event.
CLASS WINNERS
Scarecrow winner – The Harrison Family. Next year’s theme will be Nursery
Rhymes.
Best Exhibit 4 years and under – Charles Ayres
Best Exhibit 5-8 years – Fern Robins
Best Exhibit 9-12 years – Lily Lacassagne
Best Exhibit in the Vegetable Section – Allan Langford
Best Exhibit in the Flower Section – Roger Priest
Best Exhibit in the Fruit Section – Pat Barrett
Most prize cards in the Vegetable, Flower & Fruit Sections – Allan Langford
Best Exhibit in the Floral Art Section – Jenny Strutton
Best Exhibit in the Homecraft Section – Nancy Smalldon
Most prize cards in the Homecraft Section – Mary Trevelyan
Best Exhibit in the Handicraft Section – J Baker
Most prize cards by an entrant – Allan Langford
All Prize Winners by Class

1 1 pot plant, 1 vase of flowers & 1 variety of vegtables MRS M GLINN
2 Pepper, 1 in number ALLAN LANGFORD
3 Runner Beans, 6 pods ROBERT COOMBS
5 Beetroot, 3 in number ALLAN LANGFORD
6 White Cabbage, 1 head ALLAN LANGFORD
7 Carrots, 3 in number ALLAN LANGFORD
8 Onions, 3 in number, not exceeding 3" in diameter 1 DAVID GURR
9 Onions, 3 in number, exhibition ALLAN LANGFORD
10 Potatoes, white, 3 in number DAVID GURR
11 Potatoes, coloured, 3 in number ALLAN LANGFORD
13 Squash, any type, 1 in number JILL AMOS
14 Tomatoes, 5 in number SHEILA WYATT
15 Tomatoes, cherry type, 5 in number DAVID GURR
16 Shallots, dish of 9 ALLAN LANGFORD
17 Any other vegetable not on schedule TIM POPE
18 1 pair of cucumbers ALLAN LANGFORD
19 Longest Bean TIM POPE
18
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20 Heaviest onion, trimmed for exhibition ALLAN LANGFORD
21 Collection of 5 type of vegetables (not less than 2 of each) ALLAN
LANGFORD
22 Courgettes, 3 in number, maximum 6" SHEILA WYATT
24 Display of cosmos in vase DAVID GURR
25 Sweet-peas, 6 stems JO GEORGE
26 Gladioli, 3 spikes MRS M GLINN
27 Roses, 5 blooms, individual stems DAVID GURR
28 1 rose in a vase ISOBEL MAGOWAN
29 Garden flowers, vase to show all round, with own foliage ROGER
PRIEST
30 Orchid, maximum pot size 12" diameter GARETH NEEDS
32 Pot plant, foliage, maximum pot size 8" diameter SHEILA WYATT
33 Dahlias, cactus, vase of 3 blooms DAVID GURR
34 Dahlias, any other, vase of 3 blooms GARETH NEEDS
36 3 heads of hydrangeas JILL AMOS
37 1 cactus or succulent in pot, maximum pot size 5" diameter SARAH
HASLER
39 Garden flowers, distinct kinds, 3 vases PAT BARRETT
40 Pansies, 5 blooms Revd David Ager
41 Geraniums, a vase of 5 stems NANCY SMALLDON
42 1 vase of shrubs, flowering (not to include roses) MARY
TREVELYAN
44 1 vase of cut culinary herbs, named (min 3 kinds) JILL AMOS
45 Best individual hanging basket in Bishops Hull Mrs Christine
Welsman
49 Plate of soft fruit, 1 kind PAT BARRETT
50 'Japan' An arrangement using flowers and foliage, accessories
JENNY STRUTTON
52 An arrangement of flowers in a cup and saucer JENNY STRUTTON
53 An arrangement in a pint class - male exhibitors only. Max 9x9"
GARETH NEEDS
54 Open to all organisations RACHEL REED
55 An arrangement of 5 flowers with foliage. Max 18"x18". Novice
Rebecca Hill class (not previously won floral art class at BH Flower
Show)
56 A container of floating flower heads, container not to exceed PAT
BARRETT
58 Jar of jam
59 Jar of marmalade

ANWEN SUTTON
DAVID GURR
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60 Jar of jelly
JO GEORGE
61 Jar of lemon curd
IRIS DAY
62 Jar of chutney
MARY TREVELYAN
63 5 fruit scones
TOM STRUTTON
65 Victoria sandwich cake 7" cake tin, 6 oz mix with 3 eggs,red jam, no
cream
IRIS DAY
66 5 lemon biscuits
LUCY ROBIN
67 3 sausage rolls
TOM STRUTTON
69 Lemon drizzle cake JO GEORGE
70 Dundee cake
LUCY ROBIN
72 3 chocolate brownies CHRIS GEORGE
73 3 bread pudding slices IRIS DAY
74 Gluten free cake
NANCY SMALLDON
75 1 item using textiles, hand and/or machine sewn. No pictures or wall

hangings
MARY TREVELYAN
76 A hand embroidered tapestry or canvas J BAKER
77 A handmade knitted garment JO GEORGE
78 A handmade crochet item BRONYA TAYLOR
79 A hand knitted or crochet baby garment J BAKER
80 A handmade toy, any medium JENNY STRUTTON
85 Any other handicraft not included in this section (no kits) LUCY
ROBIN
86 A photograph "East meets West" (not mounted) max size 7"x5"
PAT BARRETT
87 A photograph "Wild Flowers" (not mounted) max size 7"x5"
MR CLIVE SMALLDON
88 A watercolor painting (submited anonymously) Max frame Revd
David Ager
CHILDREN’S SECTION
90 Decorated wooden ice lolly Charles Ayres

92 Face on a plate Barney Plumbly
93 Make a bughouse FERN ROBIN
94 Decorate 5 biscuits ALICE HILL
95 A painted pebble ANNABEL NEEDS
96 Display flowers in a jam jar CHARLIE ROBIN
97 Make and decorate 3 gingerbread men 1 STEPHEN HILL
98 Make a miniature garden in a seed tray (max size 10"x10") 1 Lily
Lacassagne
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TROPHY WINNERS
21 Rosette Mr Charles Ayres
Best exhibit preschool children aged 4 and under
22 Rosette FERN ROBIN
Best exhibit children's class aged 5-8yrs
23 Rosette Lily Lacassagne
Best exhibit children's class aged 9-12 years
20 Willowbrook nurseries voucher £5 Tom & Harrison Webb
Best Scarecrow
1 O J Fry Cup MRS M GLINN
Best exhibit in Class 1
2 Stan Parsons Cup ROBERT COOMBS
Best runner beans in show
3 Jim Baker Cup ALLAN LANGFORD
Best carrots in the show
4 Mr Gamlin Perpetual Cup and Monkton Elm £5 voucher 0 ALLAN
LANGFORD Best exhibit in the vegetable section
16 Avery nurseries £5 voucher ROGER PRIEST
Best exhibit in class 29
17 Avery £5 voucher Mrs Christine Welsman
1st - Best individual hanging basket in Bishops Hull
18 Avery £3 voucher MARY TREVELYAN
2nd - Best individual hanging basket in Bishops Hull
19 Avery £1 voucher SARAH HASLER
3rd - Best individual hanging basket in Bishops Hull
6 C Smith Perpetual Cup and £5 ROGER PRIEST
Best exhibit in the Flower Section
7 Fred Yeandle Perpetual Cup and £5 PAT BARRETT
Best exhibit in the Fruit Section
8 Mr T Nash's Silver Salver 68 ALLAN LANGFORD
Exhibitor gaining the most prize cards in the Veg, Flower & Fruit Sections
9 Vera Weston Memorial Trophy RACHEL REED
Best exhibit in class 54, a floral display in a basket by an organisation
12 Robins Close Cup 24 MARY TREVELYAN
Most prize cards in Homecraft section
14 Diana Rose Cup Revd David Ager
Best exhibit in class 88 & 89, A Painting
13 Mrs B Harris Perpetual Cup and £5 Monkton
15 Miss Hicks Trophy 68 ALLAN LANGFORD
Most prize cards by an entrant
FYI - £182..10 was taken ‘at the door’ - if you were one of those who paid
£1.00 to view the show, thank you for your support.
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BOOK REVIEWS
The Power of Six
by Pittacus Lore

Clockwork Angel
(The Infernal Devices #1)
by Cassandra Clare

I

've seen him on the news. Followed
the stories about what happened in
Ohio. John Smith, out there, on the
run. To the world, he's a mystery. But
to me . . . he's one of us.

I

n a time when Shadowhunters
are barely winning the fight
against the forces of darkness, one
battle will change the course of
history forever.

Nine of us came
here, but
sometimes I
wonder if time
has changed us—
if we all still
believe in our
mission. How can
I know? There are
six of us left.
We're hiding,
blending in,
avoiding contact with one another . . .
but our Legacies are developing, and
soon we'll be equipped to fight. Is
John Number Four, and is his
appearance the sign I've been waiting
for? And what about Number Five
and Six? Could one of them be the
raven-haired girl with the stormy
eyes from my dreams. The girl with
powers that are beyond anything I
could ever imagine. The girl who may
be strong enough to bring the six of
us together?

Welcome to
the Infernal
Devices
trilogy, a
stunning
and
dangerous
prequel to
the New
York Times
bestselling
Mortal
Instruments
series.
The year is 1878. Tessa Gray
descends into London’s dark
supernatural underworld in search
of her missing brother. She soon
discovers that her only allies are the
demon-slaying Shadowhunters—
including Will and Jem, the
mysterious boys she is attracted to.
Soon they find themselves up
against the Pandemonium Club, a
secret organization of vampires,
demons, warlocks, and humans.
Equipped with a magical army of
unstoppable clockwork creatures,
the Club is out to rule the British
Empire, and only Tessa and her
allies can stop them…

They caught Number One in
Malaysia.
Number Two in England.
And Number Three in Kenya.
They tried to catch Number Four in
Ohio—and failed.
I am Number Seven. One of six still
alive.
And I'm ready to fight. ##
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EAT WELL FOR LESS
Baked Chicken
Guinness Fruit Cake

Ingredients
225 g/8 oz tomatoes,
skinned and diced
225 g/8 oz cooked chicken, diced
1 pack of cheese and onion crisps,
crushed
25 g/1 oz butter
25 g/1 oz plain flour
425 ml/¾ pint milk
110 g/4 oz cheese,
Lancashire or Cheddar, grated
salt and pepper.

Ingredients
225 g/8 oz butter
225 g/8 oz soft brown sugar
4 eggs lightly beaten
275 g/10 oz plain flour
2 tsp mixed spice
225 g/8 oz seedless raisins
225 g/8 oz sultanas
110 g/4 oz mixed peel
110 g/4 oz ground almonds
9 — 12 tbsp Guinness

Method

Method

Arrange the tomatoes and chicken in
a casserole dish, and sprinkle with
half the crisps.
Make a sauce with the butter,
flour, milk and 75 g/3 oz of the
cheese, season well.
Pour the sauce over the chicken, and
cover with the remaining cheese and
crisps mixed together.
Bake in a moderate oven for 20
minutes at 200°C/400°F/Gas 6, or
until the top is golden brown.

Cream the butter and sugar together,
and beat in the eggs.
Fold the flour in gently, followed by
the mixed spice and dried fruit.
Finally, stir in the liquid gradually, to
make a dropping consistency.
Bake in a well greased tin at
140°C/275°F/Gas 1 for 1 hour and
150°C/300°F/Gas 2 for 1 1/2 hours.
Allow to cool in the tin before
removing.

The recipe is taken from an old
recipe book compiled by the late
Peggy Walker

Recipe of my grandmother’s from
the 1930s.
Ben Walker
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05/08/2021 9788 AW047 Attempted Residential Burglary.

A

home has been subject of an attempted burglary overnight on the 3rd
in Highfield Crescent, Taunton. The homeowner has reported the
offender gained access via the front door and upon arrival at the 2nd inner
door failed in their attempt to gain entry leaving tool marks around the
lock, consistent with a chisel or similar implement
Any information please contact the Police on 101 quoting Ref number:
5221177477 stating NHW Release or Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.
Thank you for your support.

David Pickup, a solicitor, considers an all-too-common problem
When someone splashes you

Y

ou have just been to church to get some more parish magazines and
take them to the village shop, as they have sold out again. It is raining
hard, and the main road is flooded again. A car drives through the puddle,
soaking you from head to toe. You go home muttering to yourself, irritated
that now you have to change your wet clothes.
There are worse things in life than being soaked by a car, but it is not nice,
and it could even be an offence. Inconsiderate driving is defined as driving
‘without due care and attention, or without reasonable consideration for
other persons using the road’. A person using the using a pavement could be
included as someone using the road.
The Road Traffic Act 1988 goes on to say: ‘A person is to be regarded as
driving without reasonable consideration for other persons only if those
persons are inconvenienced by his driving.’
If you are soaked, then you certainly are inconvenienced! If you yourself are
convicted of careless or inconsiderate driving, then you could be fined up to
£5,000, and your driving licence endorsed with 3 to 9 points.
Who is to blame for the flood? If a drain or a roadside ditch is blocked or not
repaired then either the owner of the land adjoining the road or the highway
authority, usually a local authority, may be responsible. It may depend on
whether the ditch is part of the highway. But certainly floods on roads can
be dangerous: vehicles may try to avoid the water and then collide with
other traffic.
If there is an area near you which regularly floods, it may be worth
contacting the local parish council or highways department to see if they are
aware of it. Public authorities have limited resources, but it may help to tell
them. As always this is a highhearted guide, and if in any doubt get advice.
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Grass Cutting

F

or this month's article, l thought l'd
address the question that has
dominated my email box over recent
weeks: why isn't the grass being cut along
roadside verges and our public open
spaces?
The two main areas of concern are: the
grass verges on Silk Mills Road and the
popular open space connecting Waterfield
Drive and the top of Gillards.
Top of the list was high grass on the verges of Silk Mills Road restricting
driver visibility when exiting Waterfield Drive,Badgers Close and Gillards.
After your complaints this was cut and not before time. I've asked that the
grass is now kept below a length at which it creates a very obvious danger to
road users.
The wooded parkland off Waterfield Drive is a very popular area with
children, dog walkers and those simply enjoying this lovely open space. At the
time of writing (12/07), I'm afraid it's unkempt and barely used because it's
been allowed to go completely wild. In late June, l met with the SWT district
council's person responsible for organising the grass cutting in our area.
He clearly has to work within the constraints imposed upon him by SWT.
However, he did have room to ’negotiate’ with me, to try and find a happy
medium between providing wild areas of grass to attract pollinators (bees,
wasps, moths, butterflies, flies, beetles etc), and the needs of the residents. We
agreed that the main thoroughfare through the space would be cut properly,
including the large mound area right outside the front door of a property in
Waterfield Close, which l’ve had many and very understandable complaints
about. You'll recall the area was previously ‘marked out’ with red sticks, this
wasn’t a landing site for UFOs as some amusingly suggested, it was in fact
intended to be a ’natural ’area and will remain so, although he has agreed
to get it tidied up around the edges and took the sticks away with him.
As part of our‘negotiation’ it was agreed to leave the long grass under the
trees, although I did point out the various tree stumps hidden in the grass
which are clearly a hazard.
Hopefully, by the time the Community News arrives on your doorstep, both
of the above will no longer be an issue.
Take care,
John Hunt
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Park and ride for free as Toneway Creech
Castle upgrade gets underway

T

aunton‘s park and ride service will be made free of charge as
part of a special initiative to encourage use of the park and
ride service and, minimise disruption during a major upgrade of
the Creech Castle junction. j
The £83m project was deferred last year because of the pandemic,
now work is about to begin on these much-needed improvements
for one of Taunton‘s busiest junctions. The scheme, which started
on Monday 9 August and is due for completion in summer 2022,
requires the A38 Bridgwater Road on the north side of the
junction to be closed to all traffic for the duration of the works and
a diversion will be in place using the new Western Relief Road.
This will have an impact for everyone travelling around
Taunton, so the Council has taken the decision to
provide the park and ride service at both sites for free
from 9 August until further notice, subject to review.
This will include a Saturday service from 14 August.
Councillor David Fothergill, Leader of Somerset County Council
said: "We'd like to thank everyone for their support and patience
during what is a period of significant change for the town's road
infrastructure.
"Doing nothing isn't an option as Taunton continues to grow and
the upgrade at Creech Castle follows the key improvements at
Junction 25, and the newly opened Western Relief Road.
"We fully understand this will be a very challenging scheme to
deliver and want to do what we can to minimise the disruption.
"We hope making the park and ride free will help make life a
little bit easier for everyone travelling around the town and
encourage people to keep visiting while this vital work is carried
out."
The scheme at Creech Castle includes road widening and requires
very significant works activities with heavy machinery and
excavations in the road. Therefore, in order to keep both the
workforce and travelling public safe it is necessary to close
Bridgwater Road north of the junction. This will affect vehicles but
not pedestrians or cyclists who will have access throughout.
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There will also be no right turn into Bridgwater Road south of the
junction. This will be a permanent change starting from August 9.
Other alternatives were carefully considered — including the use of
temporary multi—way traffic lights instead of a road closure - but
these were projected to cause much more severe disruption with
long queues on the Toneway, potentially impacting on the M5.
"We know this is going to be difficult for those living in the
immediate area and _we're incredibly grateful to residents and
businesses for their understanding and willingness to work with us
during this time," said Cllr Fothergill.
"Our teams will be liaising with residents and business owners
closely throughout to ensure they are well-supported and can
register and resolve any issues swiftly."
Residents and businesses and those wishing to access the
supermarket and other premises will continue to have access to the
A38 although this will need to be from the north. Those accessing
premises south of the railway bridge such as the Creech Castle
Business Centre, including the Taunton Dialysis Centre, will need to
do so from Toneway.
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A further extract from E W Hendy’s book (1943)
Somerset Birds and some other folk.
OUR TAME CHAFFINCHES

T

here is also a hen chaffinch which sometimes ventures inside the
bedroom, but she flies in at one Window, snatches a beakfull and flits out
of the other. These differences in degree of tameness show how birds vary in
individuality. We notice When feeding our tame chaffinches that they are far
more suspicious of each other than of us ; they seem nervous of being
attacked by a rival while taking food from our hands. A single chaffinch will
come to the hand at once, but when there is a hungry mob of half-a-dozen
they bicker among themselves and are wary of pitching on our fingers, since
such a position leaves them open to an assault from the rear.
In writing of chaffinches in this and the preceding chapter I have drawn
almost entirely on my own personal observations, for it is by means of these
alone that we can ever hope to know birds intimately.
Birds are of all animals the nearest to men
for that they take delight both in music and dance,
and gracefully schooling leisure to enliven life
were the earlier artists.
Thus Robert Bridges. They school our leisure too, and being good artists give
us inexhaustible entertainment. And when we have gained their confidence
they become even nearer to us.
Since I wrote this chapter I have received a letter from Mr. A. H. Ruston, of
Huntingdon, who gives me an account of another very tame cock chaffinch.
Mr. Ruston lives in a quiet part of the town, and this bird invariably flies to
greet him on his way home. It often accosts him in the street, flying round his
head to announce its presence and picking him out from a thronged
pavement. On two occasions the bird has met him outside his business, four
hundred
yards or so from his home. Four times it has come to him when he has walked
hatless to the letter box in the Market Place, and once it followed him to the
station, three-quarters of a mile away. He has deliberately tried to mislead the
bird by changes of clothing, wearing rubber soles, and changing his way of
walking, but it flies straight to him. He cannot, however, persuade it to perch
on his hand, though it has pecked his fingers.
—––-—–––-—––––––-––––-––––––––-–––
A MENDIP WOODMAN

T

here has lately died at the mellow age of 82 an old Woodman who spent
the whole of his useful life plying his craft on the Somerset Mendips. His
death carries me back a long way, for I had known him for sixty years. He
married my old nurse Emma, and I have always kept in touch with him and
his family. I remember well, when I was a very small boy, how Jim used to
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come courting her at the garden gate of her mother’s cottage, built of grey
Mendip stone,
which dated from 1750. Then it was thatched, but when last I saw it its roof
was of corrugated iron, a sad decline from beauty to utilitarian cheapness and
makeshift, only too typical of the spoliation of the English countryside. Their
courtship must have blossomed in the late seventies of the last century
(c1800), and I fear that, all innocently, I must have been much in the way, but
Jim never bore any malice.
Conditions were then very different. Most of the farm labourers in those days
still wore smock frocks for their work-a-day attire and hitched up their
corduroy trousers with straps buckled below the knee. Many of these smocks
were made of hand-woven linen and beautifully ‘smocked’, and embroidered.
But on Sundays black broad-cloth was de rigeur, and curious little round
black hats, with the brims turned up all round and broad black hat-bands,
embroidered or embossed. Occasionally an ancient top-hat, often encircled
with a crape bandeau, a left-over from the last funeral, took the place of the
round hat. Those who were Methodists so attired attended a service called
‘class’ which took place early on Sundays, and when it was over stood about in
knots discussing weather, crops and kindred subjects. Much of the corncutting was still done by hand and on warm August mornings a string of men
and women carrying sickles would pass along the foot-path near the cottage,
exchanging chaff and greetings with Emma and her mother. And I remember
at least one milkmaid who sang as she carried her pails. Women, whether
‘church or chapel’,*all curtseyed to the Parson. He was a fine Victorian type,
fresh complexioned, erect and dignified, with white hair and a fringe of white
Whisker.
The cottage garden was small, but to my childish recollection still seems
immense; a cobbled path ran down to the gate in a low wall, lichened and
topped with stone-crop, and on one side of the house grew a tall damson tree,
frothed with blossom in spring, and in a good year branch-bowed with fruit,
not the larger and more luscious damson Plums, which are now popular, but
the small, hard kind, tart to the palate, like sloes, but excellent for puddings
and jam. Near the gate was the well, to me a fascinating spot, for its waters
were partially hooded by rough stone in whose walls grew delicate little fronds
of fern and forget-me-nots; over its surface, a mirror for every vicissitude of
blue sky and cloud-shadows, water-boatmen skated. Probably by now it has
been condemned as unsanitary by some meddlesome official, but we drank its
water unboiled and were none the worse. I cannot remember many of the
flowers in the garden, but I know there were some white buttons of roses and
bushes of boys-love. And in the cottage windows hung pots of sweet-smelling
musk, a plant which, with its secret, has vanished. Certainly its scent seems to
belong more to the last century than to this which fouls our country lanes with
petrol-fumes.
*************
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SEPTEMBER IN THE VEGETABLE GARDEN

W

eeds will be troublesome to the overworked and the idle gardener, while
the best-kept land will be full of seeds blown upon it from the sluggard’s
garden, and the first shower will bring them up in terrific force. All that we
have to say about them is that they must be kept down, for they not only choke
the rising crops in seed-beds and spoil the look of everything, but they very
much tend to keep the ground damp and cold, when, if they were away, it
would get dry and warm, to the benefit of all the proper crops upon it. Neglect
will make the task of eradication a heavy burden, and, in the meantime, every
crop on the ground will suffer. The two great months for weeds are May and
September; but often the September weeds triumph, because the mischief they
do is not then so obvious to the casual eye. As there are now many used-up
crops that may be cleared away, large quantities of Cabbage, Endive, Lettuce,
and even thinnings of Spinach may be planted out to stand the winter.
Cabbage.—We advocate crowding the land now with Cabbage plants, for
growth will be slow and the demands of the kitchen constant. Crowding,
however, is not quite the same thing as over- crowding, and it is only a waste of
labour, land, and crop to put the plants so close together that they have not
space for full development. The usual rule in planting out the larger sorts of
Cabbage at this time of the year is to allow a distance every way of two feet
between the plants. The crowding principle may be carried so far as to put
miniature Cabbages between them, but only on the clear understanding that
the small stuff is all to be cleared off before spring growth commences, and the
large Cabbages will then have proper space for development.
Cauliflower.--Notes on the autumn sowing of Cauliflower appear under
August. In midland and southern counties seed should not be sown before
September.
Celery.—Continue to earth up, selecting a dry time for the task.
Chards take quite six weeks to blanch by means of straw covered with earth.
Cucumbers for the winter need careful management and suitable appliances.
See the remarks on this subject under August.
Endive to be planted out as directed last month. Plant a few on the border of
an orchard-house, or in a ground vinery, or in old frames for which some
lights, however damaged, can be found.
Lettuces should be coming in from the garden now in good condition, but the
supply will necessarily be running short. Sowings of two or three sorts should
be made partly in frames and partly on a dry open plot from which a crop has
been taken. The ground should be well dug but not manured. Sow thinly, so
that there will not be much need for thinning, and confine the selection to sorts
known to be hardy.
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Parsley.—The latest sowing will require thinning, but for the present this
must not be too strictly carried out ; between this and spring there will be
many opportunities. Thin the plot by drawing out complete plants as Parsley is
demanded for the kitchen. If no late sowing was made, or, having been made,
has failed, cut down to the ground the strongest plants, that a new growth may
be secured quickly. A few plants potted at the end of the month, or lifted and
placed in frames, may prove exceedingly valuable in winter.
Potatoes that are ready should be taken up with reasonable care. It is not wise
to wait for the haulm to die down completely, because, when the tubers are
fully grown, they ripen as well in the store, out of harm’s way, as in the ground,
where they are exposed to influences that are simply destructive. If the tubers
do not ‘ skin ’ when rubbed by the thumb it may be assumed that they are
ready for lifting.
Spinach.—-In favourable localities Winter Spinach sown in the first half of
this month will make a good plant before winter. Thin the plants that are
already up to six inches apart.
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POINTS TO PONDER
Anxious neighbour?

also become part of life for tens of
millions of us.
Motorway services not only provide a
much-needed break from the road,
they are also a great place for peoplewatching. All sizes, shapes and
varieties of people can be found in
one. As one journalist put it: “a
motorway service station is the
ultimate human zoo.”
Not everyone used motorway services
back in the 1960s. Many people just
pulled over onto the hard shoulder
and unpacked a picnic. There was
even the true story of the family who
pulled their car onto the central
reservation of the motorway to have
lunch – and survived to tell the tale.
Motorway services also confused
people. One distraught couple,
heading north, reported their car had
been stolen. The police found they
had crossed the pedestrian bridge,
and then could not find their car in
the south-bound car park.
Today there are 111 service stations in
the UK. The law states that they must
not be more than 28 miles apart, or
30 minutes of travelling time. By law,
they must provide two hours of free
parking, free toilets, and a free play
area for children.
The first two motorway services were
Watford Gap and Newport Pagnell,

I

f you have elderly neighbours who
are on their own, it is worth
bearing in mind that many of them
will have been hit by pandemic
anxiety. They may feel frightened to
leave their homes.
Such is the finding of a recent study
by the University of Cambridge and
Imperial College London into the
effects of the pandemic on the
elderly.
So, any act of neighbourly kindness
on your part may be most welcome.
Helpful jobs such as tidying the
garden, doing some shopping,
running errands, and simply sitting
outside with them over a cup of tea
might be greatly appreciated.
**
In praise of motorway services

W

hat have you got in common
with the Beatles, the Rolling
Stones, and Eric Clapton?
You have all visited the Watford Gap
Services on your way up or down the
M1.
Back in the early 1960s, the M1
transformed the way that bands
could travel, and visiting the service
station was an integral part of their
trip. In the 60 or so years since
motorway services opened, they have
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both of which opened in early
November 1959, along with the M1.
**
Children and tea-drinking

A

recent study by the Universities
of London and Sydney has found
that brisk walking for 150 minutes a
week may reduce the risk of an early
death caused by poor sleep.
Lack of sleep has links to an
increased risk of stroke, heart disease
and cancer. But according to the
study, published in the British
Journal of Sports Medicine, exercise
in line with the World Health
Organisation (WHO) guidelines
‘eliminated most of the deleterious
associations’ of poor sleep with early
death.
The WHO recommends 150 minutes
brisk walking, or 75 minutes of
running a week.
**
How much is that doggie in the
rescue centre?

P

ut the kettle on. Children should
begin to drink tea from the age of
four, in order to combat later stress,
obesity and heart disease.
So says the results of a recent study
which appeared in the Nutrition and
Food Technology journal. It says that
green tea and the more traditional
black tea contain compounds which
can aid concentration and cognitive
function.
As one doctor said, “Including three
cups of black tea daily as a part of a
healthy lifestyle could help to
preserve physical and mental health
in childhood… and into old age.”
Parents could offer tea as a substitute
for sweet and sugary drinks for
children.
**
If you can’t sleep well, then walk

T

here are going to be a lot of
homeless young dogs this
autumn. That is because almost one
in five people who bought a lockdown
puppy last year are now thinking
about giving up their new pet.
Research from The Kennel Club
found that many owners are worried
that they will be unable to give their
dog a suitable home when they
return to full-time work in the office.
The result is a “looming welfare crisis
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faced by this pandemic pup
generation.”
The Kennel Club also found that
many new dog owners want to see
more places open up for dogs.
Accessibility is becoming an
increasing priority for dog lovers,
and so the Kennel Club is calling on
establishments from all sectors to
become more dog friendly. The
campaign ‘Open for Dogs’ is stressing
the benefits of welcoming canines to
businesses and workplaces.
**
Dress codes

H

as this past year changed your
preference in what you wear?
Almost a third of workers want to
ditch formal dress codes when the
pandemic ends and more of us return
to the office.
That is the finding of a recent study
by recruiter Randstad, who found
that the notion of ‘dressing for
success’ has been weakened by the
pandemic. After a year of working in
casual clothes at home, many of us
feel considerable resistance to
‘getting dressed for work’ again.
**
Hoodies in the office?

W

hat will keep us safer in the
office as we return to work?
34

Better ventilation. And in many cases
that is best achieved by more open
windows, all winter. And that could
mean wearing something warmer to
work – such as a woolly jumper or
hoodie.
Such is the conclusion of a report
from the Royal Academy of
Engineering on how to reduce the
risk of infection indoors. It was
commissioned by Sir Patrick
Vallance, the Government’s Chief
Scientific Adviser.
As one scientist put it: “If someone is
comfortable and working effectively
wearing a woolly jumper or a hoodie,
why do we need to get worried about
it?”
**
Take a break

H

ere is a good tip if you are trying
to learn a new skill: take short,
regular breaks as you go along.
US neurologists helping people to
rehabilitate from strokes have found
that short breaks allow them to
replay what they have learned, which
cements the new skill in their
memory. As one explained:
“Manipulating replay activity during
waking rest may be a powerful tool to
help people learn new skills faster.”
**
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SMILE LINES
The Haircut

A

teenage boy had just passed his
driving test and inquired of his
father as to when they could discuss
his use of the car. His father said he'd
make a deal with his son, "You bring
your grades up from a C to a B
average, study your Bible a little, and
get your hair cut. Then we'll talk
about the car."
The boy thought about that for a
moment, decided he'd settle for the
offer, and they agreed on it. After
about six weeks his father said, "Son,
you've brought your grades up and
I've observed that you have been
studying your Bible, but I'm
disappointed you haven't had your
hair cut". The boy said, "You know,
Dad, I've been thinking about that,
and I've noticed in my studies of the
Bible that Samson had
long hair, John the Baptist had long
hair, Moses had long hair,
and there's even strong evidence that
Jesus had long hair".
(You're going to love the Dad's
reply!)
"Did you also notice they all walked
everywhere they went?"
*****
Bifocals

A

preacher went into the pulpit
one Sunday morning wearing a
pair of new bifocals. The reading
portion of the glasses improved his
vision considerably, but the top
portion of the glasses didn't work so
well. In fact, he was experiencing
dizziness every time he looked
through them. Finally, he apologised

to the congregation. "I hope you will
excuse my continually removing my
glasses," he said. "You see, when I
look down, I can see fine, but when I
look at you, it makes me feel sick."
*****
Daughter-in-law

A

young man rang his mother to
announce, with great excitement,
that he’d at last fallen in love and
was contemplating marriage. He
went on: “Just for fun, I'm going to
bring over my girlfriend and two of
her friends. I would like you to try
and guess which one I'm going to
marry.”
The mother agreed. So, the next day
her son arrived at his mother’s house
with three beautiful young women.
They sat on the sofa and chatted for
a while with the family.
When his mother went out to the
kitchen to put the kettle on for tea,
her son followed her. “Okay, mum,”
he said. “Guess which one I would
like to marry.”
She replied at once: “The one in the
green dress.” Her son was astonished
and asked how on earth she had
guessed. The mother shrugged.
“That’s easy. I don't like her.”
**
Diagnosis

A

man went into a drop-in medical
centre where the diagnosis was
done by a computer. The patient
keyed in his symptoms. The machine
whirred and buzzed for a few
seconds and then presented its
findings on the screen. It said simply:
“There’s a lot of it about.”
*****
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Harry Secombe – genius for buffoonery

O

ne hundred years ago, on 8th
September 1921, Sir Harry
Secombe was born in Swansea. The
comedian, actor, writer, singer and TV
presenter was one of the stars of the
anarchic 1950s radio series, The Goon
Show.
His family belonged to St Thomas
Church, and his elder brother, Fred,
became a Church of Wales priest.
Later in life Sir Harry was a presenter of religious programmes, such as the
BBC's Songs of Praise and ITV's Highway.
He met Spike Milligan during the war in North Africa and later bumped into
him again at the Windmill Theatre, where he was doing comedy routines.
There they also met Peter Sellers and Michael Bentine – forming the team that
eventually produced The Goon Show. A natural clown with a “genius for
buffoonery”, Harry was the focus, and he moved on to star in a series of films,
including Oliver!
He was also a talented and popular tenor. He was knighted in 1981, referring to
himself as Sir Cumference in reference to his size – he was later forced to diet
for medical reasons, and died at the age of 79 of prostate cancer. His
tombstone bears the inscription “To know him is to love him”.
Flying bishop

passes so I can take pictures of some
of the best of the old parish
churches."
"Why?" asked the pilot.
"Because I'm the new bishop,” he
replied happily, adjusting his camera,
“and I want some good aerial views
of my diocese.”
The pilot was silent for a moment.
Finally he stammered, "So, what
you're telling me, is, you're NOT my
flight instructor?"

T

he new Bishop wanted a bird’s
eye view of his new diocese, so he
had an idea. He rang his local
airfield to charter a flight, and was
told that a twin-engine plane would
be waiting for him. Arriving at the
airfield, the bishop spotted a plane
warming up outside a hangar. He
jumped in, slammed the door shut,
and shouted, "Let's go!"
At once the pilot taxied out, swung
the plane into the wind and took off.
Once in the air, the bishop spent
several minutes enjoying the views,
and looking for local landmarks.
Finally, he instructed the pilot, "Fly
down the valley now and make low
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St James the Least of All
The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from
‘Uncle Eustace’…
On the perils of taking a wedding
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
As with many of your ideas, your intentions are admirable; it is just
that they don’t work.
So it was with the recent wedding in your church, where you allowed
the happy but quite mad young couple to try and imitate the marriage
of the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge. It was kind of them to want to
celebrate Will and Kate’s recent 10th wedding anniversary, but it did
not seem to occur to anybody that your church, converted from a 1960s
warehouse, is fractionally less impressive than Westminster Abbey.
And I feel that a backdrop of a car park and canal make a poor
substitute for the Houses of Parliament and the Thames. Finally, even
43 very enthusiastic young people can hardly pretend they are a
congregation of several thousand.
However, I do applaud your decision to invite me to take it, in order to
impart a degree of gravitas to the proceedings, though of course I
would not presume to upstage the Archbishop of Canterbury.
(Although were he to ask my advice on how to run the Anglican
Church, I have several helpful suggestions to hand.) But even I
struggled to keep things on a proper course when the bride, lacking a
horse-drawn carriage, simply walked up the lane with her ancient
pony. (Which then tried to bite me at the church door!)
Her arrival was greeted with music. I will pass no comment on this, as
the Bible says we are to make a joyful noise, not necessarily music,
unto the Lord. I am sure that drums and kazoos and guitars all have
their place – somewhere or other.
It was a pity that the groom, unlike Prince William, had not thought to
get to the church on time – or indeed, at all. It was fortunate that the
bride’s mother found him in that pub nearby, or really, we would have
struggled to complete the wedding.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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Parts of the Body Quiz.
1. Housemaids
2. Twelve Inches
3. Spare
4. A Young Cow
5. Shark Film
6. Mistle
7. Tropical Trees
8. Cauliflower
9. Missiles, Guns & Tanks
10. Parson’s
11. 60’s Musical Show
12. Large Orange
13. Pyjama Trousers
14. Audacity
15. Shellfish
16. Deck
17. Hurricane’s
18. L.B.W
19. Fish
20. Dog Instruction

nb computing solutions
Friendly, reliable help for all
your computer problems
��PC/laptop repairs and upgrades
��New PC/laptop purchase and setup
��Lost password retrieval
��Data backup and recovery
��Internet security
��Virus detection and removal
��Telephone and Internet wiring
Tel: 01823 277469
Mobile: 07917 333464
Email:
nigelbroom@nbcomputingsolutions.
co.uk
Web: www.nbcomputingsolutions.co.uk

Enjoy - answers in October
Spitfire
The heavens ring with Merlin’s roar
We gaze in wonder from the ground
To see a great old aircraft soar
And marvel at the engine’s sound.
The Spitfire loops and rolls and dives
We smile and gasp and clap and
cheer;
The pilot shows his skill and strives
To make us think he has no fear!
No fear – but eighty years ago
Young men of barely adult age
Sat in those planes, true courage
shown
They flew into the battle’s rage.

But so that Britain might survive –
And hist’ry shows they did us proud!
So many died within those planes
The watchers would with horror see
A blazing trail of smoke and flames
As brave men died to keep us free.
Yes – watch the Spitfire, and rejoice
Rejoice to see the pilot’s skill.
Remember those who had no choice
But met the foe with iron will.
By Nigel Beeton

They too would loop and roll and
dive
Not to impress a watching crowd
39

Bishop's Hull Parish Magazine Edition 36/04 September 2021

40

Bishop's Hull Parish Magazine Edition 36/04 September 2021

41

Bishop's Hull Parish Magazine Edition 36/04 September 2021

LANDSCAPING &
ARTIFICIAL LAWNS
●
●
●
●

Garden Landscaping
Patios. Stone Walling. Decking. Pergolas
Lazylawn Artificial Grass Licensee for the South West
Commercial and Residential
Contact: 01823 252023
www.lazylawntauton.co.uk www.englishgardenco.co.uk
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SERVICES AT ST PETER & ST PAUL September 2021
Wednesday
1 September

Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. Luke 4.38-end

Sunday
5 September
14 of Trinity

Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Mark 7.24-end
Holy Communion

Wednesday
8 September

Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. Luke 6.20-26

Sunday
12 September
15 of Trinity

Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Mark 8.27-end
Holy Communion

Wednesday
15 September
Sunday
19 September
16 of Trinity
Wednesday
22 September
Sunday
26 September
17 of Trinity
Wednesday
29 September

Holy Communion

Luke 7.31-35

10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Mark 9.30-37
Holy Communion

Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. Luke 9.1-6

Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Mark 9.38-end
Holy Communion
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. John 1.47-end

GRASS CUTTING

5 September

Full cut

19 September Full cut
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CHURCH DIRECTORY (01823)
Church web site:
Vicar:

www.stpeterandstpaul.org.uk

Rev. Philip Hughes
(Usual day off - Friday)
phil2overflowing@gmail.com

336102

Reader:

Gerald Lush

251105

Church Wardens:

Mr Will Osmond
Mrs Jo George

461820
331432

Treasurer:

Kathy Fear

0774 811 8124

Gift Aid Co-ordinator: Pat Barrett

365811

Safeguarding Officer: Jo George

331432

Tower Secretary:

Giles Morley

430710

PCC Secretary:

Gerald Lush

251105

Parish Administrator
Weekly Notice Sheet

Vicar
In church or Online

Church Flowers:

Belinda Luke
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