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The Frank Bond Centre
84 Mountway Road, Bishop’s Hull
A place for the over 50s to meet new
friends
Contact Carolyn 01823 283941
Nadia 07989 970165
Come along to Frank’s café on a Friday morning 10.00-12.00 and
discover what activities could lay in store for you. The café is open to
members and non members.
Weekly Activities:
Monday

The Painting Group 10.00-12.00
Whist Club 1.30-4.00
Bridge Club 2.00-4.00 (except first Monday in
the month)
Tuesday Games 2.00-4.00
Thursday Bridge club 10.00-12.00-beginners welcome
Croquet 2.00-4.00
Friday
Frank’s Café 10.00-12.00
Monthly Activities:
1st Monday in month
Family History 2.00-4.00
2nd Tuesday in month
Parchment 10.00-3.30(Sept start)
1st Wednesday in month Singles social club 2.00-4.00 (Sept start)
4th Wednesday in month Music appreciation 2.00-4.00

Getting to know one another again
3rd Thursday in month
on list in foyer

2.00-4.00

Monthly lunch-please write name

Annual membership £22 (£20 if paid before 31st Jan)
Find us on Facebook (& ’Like’ us)
There are many more exciting activities…Table tennis, Boules,
cards, books, puzzles plus Coach trips visiting local attractions for the
day. A variety of social events take place throughout the year subject to
government restriction due to COVID-19.
The centre is available to hire
For bookings please contact Nadia 01823 338242/07989
970165
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Vicar:
Reverend Philip Hughes ,
The Vicarage, Bishop's Hull Hill,
Bishop's Hull, TA1 5EB
01823-336102
Church Wardens:
Mr Will Osmond, 01823-461820
Mrs Jo George,
01823-331432

F

or almost two years now we have been struggling to live a normal life. So, I
ask myself, will 2022 be the year the pandemic finally lessens it grip?
This surely must be the goal we all wish for as the old year becomes a memory
and a new year begins.
Many of us can claim to have lived through ‘rough years’ before and are
therefore in a better position to give reassurance to our juniors. In those past
situations life did eventually get better for the majority of us. It just takes time.
If you are a student of history then you will already be aware of many of those
awful events that changed the world, e.g. The Black Death (1348). The death
toll was astounding, killing more than 25 million people, one third of Europe's
population. Then, within living memory, the Spanish Flu. Spanish Flu killed
more people from 1918 to 1919 than all of World War I (about 50 million +).
Although, at the time, there was much suffering, lessons were learnt, and, as
we see today, science came to our aid. And there was eventually much good to
celebrate too. Hence the idiom “It's an ill wind that blows nobody (any) good”.
Over the last 100 years much has improved for all of us, (see page 27) and for
this we must be thankful. However, politicians of all persuasions continue to
blame each other for all the ‘ills’ that have recently beset us but we always
somehow manage to rise above it, help one another and pull through.
Even today, taking into account all the help given by Governments, it is still
easy to find someone who is in a worse position than oneself. Thankfully we
are a caring nation and between January and June 2020, the public donated a
total of £5.4 billion to charity - an increase of £800 million compared to the
same period in 2019. In England, the average amount which people gave in
2020/21 was £27 pounds. Then there are the Food Banks. The rise of Food
Banks has been broadly welcomed. Not only do they provide a solution to the
problem of hunger that does not require resources from the State, but they can
be viewed as evidence of increasing community spirit and of an active, caring
citizenship in the UK.
It goes, almost without saying, there is much to celebrate as we begin planning
for 2022. The problems will not just fade away quickly and thankfully neither
will the love and compassion seen in abundance throughout our communities.
So let it be ‘A Happy New Year’ for one and all.
8
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The Vicar writes …..
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Happy New Year!
Phew, we have travelled through the Christmas
festivities with all the activity and hubbub that is often associated with all that goes on. Some of us will be
yearning for things to be quieter and some of us will
be yearning for things to get going again. Thank
heavens we are not all the same!
This month sees the celebrations of Epiphany in the church year; a
time when we specifically remember the arrival of the wise men to
worship Jesus. They bring their gifts, they bend their knee, they heed
a message from God in a dream and they return to their homes
forever changed and full of new thoughts. I wonder what stories they
told their family and friends about all they had seen and heard?
This month is the start of the year and, as in previous years, we are
offering you the opportunity to rummage through your wardrobe
and find any unwanted jumpers (or coats, jackets, fleeces, hoodies,
track suits and yes even the odd shell-suit!) you would like to clear
out. This is JUMPER JANUARY!
If you do have a jumper or two to donate then please drop them off at
church anytime during January 2022 – there will be a donation
point under the arches, or just leave them in a bag near the door. All
donations will be taken to the Open Door project in Taunton for their
work with those who are homeless and in need this winter. Your
unwanted jumper could keep someone warm on these cold nights.
I encourage you also to have a spiritual rummage through your
spiritual wardrobe – are there things in there which haven’t been
worn for a while? Maybe there is a ‘nearly new’ spiritual gift in there
which is waiting to be used? Or something which you used to do but
life has gotten in the way (as it does) and you really need to pick it up
again? Have a rummage and see what you find!
If you are not sure what to keep an eye open for, have a look at
Colossians 3:12 which speaks about the sort of things we should be
clothed in.
Have a brilliant, blessed and beautiful New Year!
God bless,
Phil Hughes
Vicar and Chaplain
9
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Neighbourhood Beat Team
PCSO Lyndsay Smith 07802 874297
lyndsay.smith@avonandsomerset.police.uk
PCSO Marshall Bernhard 07849 305815
marshall.bernhard@avonandsomerset.police.uk
PCSO Alex Byron

A

s usual at this time of the year,
due to having longer nights and
periods of dark, there has been an
increase in theft from sheds and out
buildings etc. Please remember to
ensure ALL garden machinery is
locked away and if possible secured
within your garden shed / out
building. Perhaps consider
conducting your own crime
prevention survey using the onion
peel effect.
Start at the garden gate and ask
yourself lighting.
Think about areas that may be hidden
from view – that over grown hedge.
Is there anything worth stealing.
Is there anything I can use to help me
to break into the shed – garden tools
left out, ladders left lying around.

How can I easily get into the shed –
think about insecure windows etc.
and perhaps look at the lock on the
door.
What in the shed could be easily
taken – has your garden machinery
been secured and security marked.
Take photographs of all machinery
that may be stolen – this will help in
advising the police and insurance
company should the worst happen.
Anything suspicious should be
reported 101.
Please do NOT attempt to tackle any
unwanted visitors – call 999 if any
persons are found on your property
that shouldn’t be there.

Crime Statistics (October)
100 crimes recorded over the last 28
days, in Taunton West;
Some of which included;
Violence against a person 44
Public Order Offences 16
Theft 15
Arson and Criminal Damage - 8
Sexual Offences 6
Burglary 2
Drug Offences 1
Fraud 1

News from across Taunton

Please be vigilant and stay safe.
Season’s greetings

A

nti-social behaviour incidents
can cause great concern and
distress in our neighbourhoods,
particularly at this time of year Halloween and Bonfire Night.
To try and deter any anti-social
behaviour in Taunton, we were joined
this month by Police Horses from our
Mounted section. The poor weather
didn’t put them off and they were
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joined by a couple of PCSOs for some
foot patrol.
More serious incidents can occur
from escalating anti-social behaviour
and it is our priority that we are in
the right place at the right time to
reduce the effects of this and try and
prevent incidents from happening.

are now back up and running. We
look forward to supporting our
volunteers in the coming months.
Catalytic Converter thefts are still
prevalent in the West Somerset area,
please continue to be vigilant and
ensure that you report any theft and
suspicious incidents.

If you have any information you
wish to tell us, you can do so via

PCSO Lyndsay has been working
with our new Mini Police at Norton
Fitzwarren Church School.

101/999 or via Crimestoppers.
*****
News from the Beat
Trull and Kingston St Mary’s
Community Speed Watch Schemes

It’s been a pleasure working
alongside the next generation of
potential police officers.

A TOWN/PARISH COUNCIL FOR TAUNTON
Including the possibility of Bishops Hull Parish Council being abolished and
the Parish absorbed into the Town Council? HAVE YOUR SAY

S

omerset West and Taunton Council is carrying out a review to decide on
whether changes should be made to the existing local governance
arrangements. This includes whether or not a new town/parish
council(s) should be set up to represent Taunton and, if so, whether the new
council(s) should cover just those parts of Taunton that don’t currently have a
parish council (‘the Unparished Area’), or also take in parts of the surrounding
parish areas; and whether any other changes should be made to those
parishes.
All local residents and organisations are invited to give their views.
https://yoursay.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/
Bishop’s Hull Hub 100 Club - October 2021
Winners: £47.20 – Sheena Bown-Porter £23.60 – Dr Julie Wooler £11.80 –
Gill Parker.
Tickets are £2 per month. Complete either forms.office.com/r/2GtUivFXsm or
Email: bhhub100club@gmail.com for further details.
The December draw took place at the Bishop’s Hull Hub Christmas Cafe on the
11th December.
Join our 100 club today and you could be our next winner! You must be 16
years or older to purchase a ticket.
The 100 club supports the Bishops Hull Hub, paying for equipment,
maintenance and the building loan.
11
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Bishop’s Hull Parish Council News
At the meeting on Thursday 4th November Members resolved:
• Cllrs Leach and Plumbly to meet with adoptions manager, Dan
Mawer, to discuss the adoption of Kinglake development further
and to obtain additional information
• Draft budget and Three-Year Forecast agreed in principle, and
to be finalised at December meeting;
• CIL funds payments for a new bench at Stonegallows
authorised;
• £15,000 of CIL funds earmarked for Allotment works;
• Seek funding requests from Woodland Trust and BHVH&PF
Trust;
• £745 CIL fund payment agreed to purchase benches at
Netherclay Woodland and pay a support grant of £255;
• Defer BHVH&PF Trust support grant request until December
meeting pending further information;
• Cllr Leach to meet with the BHVH&PF Trust Chairman to
discuss CIL Grant and how the Parish Council can assist the Trust
in implementing new steps from the top path at the Playing Field
to join the Pavilion and HUB;
• The Clerk to chase ZIPP regarding installation of drop off point;
• The Clerk to write to St Peter and St Paul’s Church
acknowledging their report and asking for further information on
alleged planning breach;
• To make a formal response to the Taunton Town Council, with
possible inclusion of Bishop’s Hull Parish Council consultation at
the December meeting.
Next meeting date was scheduled for Thursday 2nd December
7.30pm at Bishops Hull HUB where representatives from SW&T
Council gave a presentation on the consultation for a proposed
new Town Council with the possible inclusion of Bishop’s Hull,
ahead of the Parish Councils agreed response.
The Budget and Precept was also set at this meeting.
On behalf of the Parish Council we wish all residents a
‘Happy Healthy New Year’.
12
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The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Thursday 2nd June – Sunday 5th June 2022
Planning Bishop’s Hull Celebrations
Ideas raised at the Village meeting on 11th November at 7:30pm
Thank you to everyone who attended the meeting. Excellent ideas have been
put forward but if you have different ideas, please contact me. We are now
looking for volunteers who would like to get involved in helping to make one
or more of the following ideas a reality over the long weekend. A schedule will
be developed over the next few weeks as volunteers take ownership of events.
Ideas of events that can take place at any time over the long weekend.
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Frank Bond Centre (FBC) – Afternoon garden party
Constitutional Club – themed quiz night & BBQ
A cocktail evening – held at the FBC
Open gardens in the village
A walk of the village footpaths/treasure hunt/trail (child friendly)
Afternoon kids sports day – possibly on the Sunday after/during the
picnic.
Music stations around the village
Car Boot Sale
House Decorations themed for the Jubilee
Scarecrow competition, Jubilee theme
Creative/Artistic competition – crown
Community singing – traditional songs
Bake Off competition
Historic display
Jon & Sam are offering to open up The Mill at Longaller to show workings
of the Mill.
Cherry at the Meryan House - teas/coffee with music of the Queen’s early
years.
The following are fixed in the schedule.

Thursday 2nd June - erect the marquee. Volunteers will be required.
Friday 3rd June – The ‘Fair’ on the playing field – PTA with assistance from
others
Saturday 4th June – Friendly cricket match with cream teas served & Themed
evening ‘dinner’ dance
Sunday 5th June – Church service, The Big Lunch – Family picnic on the
playing field – The Hub Café to be open & Clearing up – dismantling the
marquee.
Volunteers will be required. More detail in next month’s Community News
David Gurr - Mobile: 07977 474873 or email david.gurr@btinternet.com
13
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BISHOP’S HULL IN TIMES PAST
35 years ago

T

he Lord Lieutenant of Somerset, Lt Col Walter
Luttrell, laid the foundation stone for the first
hospice to be built in Somerset, on land at Heron
Drive. The new building was to provide care for
more than 250 patients from all parts of the county.
The building work was being carried out by Stansell
and Son and the accommodation provided for 16
patients in four single and three four-bedded rooms.
The building was designed by architects Steel,
Coleman & Davis. Rooms would be available for
relatives to stay overnight and other accommodation
included a chapel and two day rooms. Some
patients would also come to the hospice from their
own homes each day to attend the day centre, which
included a physiotherapy department. Other patients would be looked after
from time to time by hospice staff when a crisis occurs at home or when their
family needs to have a holiday. A medical director was to be appointed and
there would be a high nurse-patient ratio to help ensure individual attention at
all times. The land on which the hospice was being built was a gift from the
late Frank Bond, who lived in Bishop’s Hull all his life and died in 1982 at the
age of 81. The hospice would be supported by doctors, health visitors,
voluntary workers and relatives, all of whom would be given opportunities to
play a crucial role in the care of the patients.
135 years ago
Hillmore was advertised to let. It was described as a well-furnished,
exceedingly desirable residence, with exceptionally good grounds including
tennis lawn for four or more sets, highly cultivated and choicely-planted fruit
and vegetable gardens, paddock, vineries, orchard house and other glass,
stabling for 10 or 12 horses and other outbuildings. The house has 3 sitting
and 6 bedrooms, large dressing-room fitted with bath; and all necessary
offices. Land, extra stabling and kennels also available if desired. An eightroomed house close by may be included.
The death occurred of Captain Samuel Pitman, who for many years lived at
Rumwell Lodge. He moved to Bishop’s Hull after his marriage and hunted with
the West Somerset foxhounds and the Devon and Somerset staghounds. Soon
after this he became master of the Taunton harriers and hunted on alternate
14
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days with the Blackmore Vale foxhounds. He then formed a harrier pack of his
own, with which he hunted the Langport and Martock districts. While keeping
his own harriers, Captain Pitman succeeded in 1873 Major Fletcher as master of
the South Berks foxhounds. For three seasons he hunted both packs. He
hunted his harriers near Taunton on the Monday, went up to Reading by train
that night, hunted the South Berks foxhounds on Tuesday and Wednesday,
returning from Reading to Taunton on Wednesday night to hunt his harriers on
Thursday. On a Thursday night he returned to Reading and hunted the
foxhounds on Friday, generally taking a day’s sport either with the Vale of
White Horse or the Duke of Beaufort on the Saturday on his way back to
Taunton, to be ready for the following Monday morning. Eventually his health
gave way under the continuous strain of five and even six days hunting a
week. Captain Pitman also found time to take an active part in the formation
of all that tended to the improvement of agriculture in the West of England and
he was, with the then Sir Thomas Acland, mainly instrumental in reviving the
Bath and West of England Agricultural Society. At the time of his death,
Captain Pitman was a vice-president of the Society. He was for many years a
captain in the West Somerset Yeomanry Cavalry and was a magistrate for the
county. The funeral ceremony was performed by the Rev WP Williams, vicar of
Bishop’s Hull.
John Hamer

You’ve worked hard all year so it is
now time for you to relax.

13)
14)
15)
16)
17)
18)

A List of STRENUOUS
ACTIVITIES that do not require too
much PHYSICAL EFFORT…
01)
02)
03)
04)
05)
06)
07)
08)
09)

Beating around the bush...
Jumping to conclusions...
Climbing up the wall...
Swallowing your pride...
Passing the buck...
Throwing your weight around...
Dragging your heels...
Pushing your luck...
Making mountains out of
molehills...
10) Hitting the nail on the head...
11) Wading through paperwork...
12) Bending over backwards...

19)
20)
21)
22)
23)
24)
25)

Jumping on the bandwagon...
Balancing the books...
Running around in circles...
Eating crow...
Blowing your own horn...
Climbing the ladder of
success...
Pulling out all stops...
Adding fuel to the fire...
Opening a can of worms...
Putting your foot in your
mouth...
Setting the ball rolling...
Going over the edge...
Picking up the pieces...

Whew! That is some workout ! Now
SIT DOWN, and...
26) Exercise Caution!
xxxx
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Taunton’s Christmas Lights Switch-On Event.

I

t was a huge honour to be asked to Compère the Taunton Light switchon event in the town centre again this year. I’m told this year’s
attendance was a new record for the town, it was lovely to see so many
of you and your families there too.
My ‘job’ was to introduce the various Acts and VIPs on to the stage,
particularly local Paralympic bronze medallist Hannah Taunton, whose
honour it was to officially switch-on our county town’s Christmas lights.
And yes, Hannah’s surname really is Taunton. As I said onstage, Hannah
may well be the only person with the same surname as the name of the
town or city, to be honoured with switching on the festive lights.
I’m sure you’ll all remember Hannah’s amazing run in September at the
Tokyo Paralympics, smashing her personal best time to claim the bronze
medal in the T20 1500 metres. For good measure she also broke the T20
5000 metre world record at a race in Manchester in 2020.
A happy ending – Those of you that were amongst the thousand that
attended, will know that there was a long delay during the switch-on
ceremony so that someone could receive urgent medical treatment. The
great news is that the young lady is now safely home and well, after
spending the Sunday night in hospital.
Here’s a link to view a video showing the switch-on ceremony, including
some of the ad-libbed ‘bits’ onstage during the ‘emergency’ break in
proceedings BishopsHull.com/tauntons-christmas-lights-switch-on-2021
May I take this opportunity to wish you and your
family, a very happy and healthy 2022.
John Hunt
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New Year’s Eve
ew Year’s Eve in Britain is a normal working day. New Year’s Day was
made a public holiday in 1974, now regarded as the end of the festive
season and a counterpoint to the family focus of Christmas. We may spend
Christmas with family and see friends on New Year’s Eve. Since the Millennium
many cities put on grand public firework displays. Typically a countdown to
midnight is followed by Auld Lang Syne and people greeting and embracing
each other. Celebrations may go on well into New Year’s Day. So, as you sip
your festive fizz and watch the sky light up with fireworks, consider how the
British New Year has evolved since the Dark Ages.
Superstitions And Resolutions
British superstitions to be attended to before midnight on December 31st
include cleaning the house, taking out the ashes from the fire and clearing all
debt. New Year’s Day in many communities is marked with a public swim to
start the new year afresh. Such traditions reflect the inherent symbolism in
passing from one year to the next. It’s a time for reflection, taking personal
stock, renewal and looking forward with hope. The famous diarist Samuel Pepys
wrote in December 1661: ‘I have newly taken a solemn oath about abstaining
from plays and wine which I am resolved to keep.’ Making and breaking New
Year’s resolutions remains an established part of British culture.
A Dark Stranger At The Door
‘First footing’ — the first foot in the house after midnight — remains common in
Scotland but similar traditions exist elsewhere in Britain. To ensure good luck
the first foot should be a dark male bearing coal, salt, bread and a dram of
whisky symbolising warmth, wealth, food and good health respectively. The
dark male is a throwback to Viking days when a fair-haired stranger could mean
trouble. In Wales, if the first foot is a woman and a man answers the door this is
considered bad luck.
The origins of Hogmanay are obscure.
Some say it refers to a smoking stick, others that it’s an oatcake. Many
Hogmanay celebrations originated from invading Vikings. Today, Edinburgh’s
is the largest in Britain with an all-night street party. In the Republic of Ireland
New Year’s Eve, or Oiche Chinn Biania, is celebrated by parties with midnight
fireworks followed by parades and live music. In Wales, children used to rise at
dawn on New Year’s Day to visit neighbours carrying apples skewered with
twigs and evergreens to symbolise growth and prosperity. They were greeted
with coins or ‘calennig‘.
We’ll Take A Cup O Kindness Yet
Auld Lang Syne is said to be one of the most popular songs no-one knows the
words to. Scottish poet Robert Burns penned his version of the ancient Scottish
song in the 18th century, but few know it was actually a Canadian who made it
widely popular. When bandleader Guy Lombardo heard Scottish immigrants
singing it in his hometown in Ontario his band started playing it. They
performed it at midnight on New Year’s Eve at the Roosevelt Hotel, Manhattan,
in 1929 and a tradition was born.

N
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What the Archbishops say about the C of E

T

he current state of the Church of England – and its future – was the
subject of the joint presidential address to the recent General Synod,
delivered by both the Archbishops of Canterbury and York.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, considered
the historical context: “Numerically, the number of
regular church goers has shrunk in absolute terms every
year since around 1952, 70 years next year. As a
percentage of the population of England, the Church of
England was at its high point, when there were accurate
records, in the 1851 census when we were about 20% of
the population. We are today a little less than 2% of the
population.”
But the picture is not entirely bleak. “The reality is that a
huge amount of work is being done at every point of this
extraordinary Church for England … People talk too easily of decline but
miss the energy that is spurring us on.
“Internally, we will be looking at reforms and changes aimed at focussing
resources where they are most needed, at enabling support for anywhere
and everywhere that shows signs of the blessing of the Holy Spirit…
“We have gone through the greatest peacetime challenge in 400 years and
emerged forging ahead. Effectiveness is being transformed, training is
being rethought to work well in the very different patterns of population
that we see today, and even more different that we see in the future.
“The way in which dioceses work together and share resources is being
challenged, and will change slowly and gently and consensually.
“Our failures in safeguarding, in racism, in the way we treat those with
disabilities … are being tackled… We are a church that can admit it is
wrong, say sorry and try – at least try – to do better.”
As for externally the church is not only still educating a million young
people across the UK, it is also planting churches in new places, and putting
fresh resources into traditional parishes.
The Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell,
continued the theme.
“Our vision and strategy is for growth. It is not
about managing decline gracefully. We want the
Church of England to grow. Let us declare the
good news of what God has done for us in Jesus
Christ and do everything we can to align all of
our resources, to make that happen in our local
churches, whatever that local church is”.
18
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A star to guide us
By Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton

W

hat will 2022 bring I wonder? Two years ago Covid was just a vague
murmur coming from the East. How could we have known it would have
such an impact or for so long?
How might this year be different? Well, there is much to look forward to. We
expect to have a new diocesan bishop joining us. We will be celebrating 70
years of the Queen’s reign. The World Cup is on… and we have a chance! And
then there are all the other excitements of anniversaries, milestones and hopes
and dreams we all have.
As we begin this new year my mind turns to those Eastern travellers long ago
who saw a star in the sky, set out on an uncharted journey which took maybe
up to two years, and eventually found a King. Not the sort of king expected but
One who opened up new horizons for the whole world. One who offers us love,
forgiveness and a way back to God.
At this time when we are asking questions that search for deeper meaning, this
seems a story which resonates. What sort of journey will you take this year? At
a recent clergy pre-Advent retreat we were reminded that it is not so much us
walking with God but rather God walking with us. So, no matter what twists
and turns the road takes, or even if we slip from following in God’s Way, He
will never give up on us and will never let us walk alone.

This year, as last, we shall be seeking to dwell on some words from
scripture and allow them to permeate into our being. The following
verses from that passage, seem to offer us the light of a star to guide us as
we navigate our journey in the year to come.
‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.’ Philippians 4: 4-7
May you know God’s presence and grace as He walks with you into this New
Year! Please know that my prayers will continue to be with you.
Yours with the love of Christ,
19
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: FamilyLife UK, a Christian charity, has developed the Toucan
Together resource, designed to help couples to navigate some
common daily challenges of marriage. By Christine Daniel.
“I wish we could wave a wand and all the bills would
disappear!”
Many of us enjoy spending at Christmas. But receiving credit
card bills in January can range from being an unpleasant hassle to
a massive burden. Money is also the number one trigger for
arguments between partners. But it is possible to manage your
finances with confidence together, so you can make money work
for you. Here are some basic tips…
Talk openly and honestly with each other
Try to find some shared goals; brainstorm your ideas and possible
solutions. Stay factual and don’t hide anything. There is lots more
about talking with your partner in our blog: 10 tips to make
talking about money with your partner a little bit easier.
Make a plan together to make money work for you
Couples who make joint decisions around their finances have
fewer problems and are more likely to experience harmony at
home. A budget is simply the result of your joint decisions, and is
the best way of managing your money. It will help you know:
● exactly what money is coming in and going out
● what you can afford to spend, and where you can make savings
● how much you can save, and afford to give away
● how to plan for the future, for your long-term goals
Track your spending and review it regularly, perhaps once a
month, to begin with.
If you would like to know more, why not visit
https://familylifeuk.org and click on the Toucan button at the top
of the page? (www.toucantogether.com) Toucan Together’s
Money Module can help you with savings, handling debt,
building budgets and managing change. There are helpful tips
and videos where couples honestly share their stories. It’s FREE!
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David Pickup, a solicitor, considers the year ahead.
A New Year’s Resolution from Micah
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of
olive oil? Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression…? He has shown
you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you: To act
justly and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:7-8)

I

quite like olive oil; not the Popeye character but the cooking ingredient.
Although I am not sure what I would do with even one river of oil, and I have
nowhere to put a ram.
Still, this is one of my favourite Bible passages, and it is an ideal one for
lawyers. It sums up in a very simple but helpful way what true religion should
be. That makes it a good verse to start the year. The message is simple: God
does not want empty promises or lip service, but our real devotion, from our
heart.
What does it mean for us?
Do justly - Be honest and open in our dealings with others this year. Be
dependable. We should say when things are going wrong and be appreciative
when they go well. Be fair in our dealings, whether at home or at work or in
church. Keep confidences and never pass on gossip.
Love mercy - Give people the benefit of doubt, do not take advantage of
others and do not always criticise or complain. Accept apologies and
explanations where we can, and be generous.
Walk humbly - Quietly get on with things. Do not make a big show of what
we do.
Lastly, we are required to do these things. They are not options or choices but
requirements. Like many requirements in the Bible, they are simple to
understand, but not always simple to do. Happy New Year.
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BOOK
All Her Little Secrets:
A Novel by Wanda M Morris
Ellice Littlejohn
seemingly has it
all: an Ivy League
law degree, a wellpaying job as a
corporate attorney
in midtown
Atlanta, great
friends, and a "for
fun" relationship
with a rich,
charming executive, who just
happens to be her white boss. But
everything changes one cold January
morning when Ellice arrives in the
executive suite and finds him dead
with a gunshot to his head.
And then she walks away like
nothing has happened. Why? Ellice
has been keeping a cache of dark
secrets, including a small-town past
and a kid brother who's spent time
on the other side of the law. She can't
be thrust into the spotlight--again.
But instead of grieving this tragedy,
people are gossiping, the police are
getting suspicious, and Ellice, the
company's lone black attorney, is
promoted to replace her boss. While
the opportunity is a dream-cometrue, Ellice just can't shake the
feeling that something is off.
When she uncovers shady dealings
inside the company, Ellice is trapped
in an impossible ethical and moral
dilemma. Suddenly, Ellice's past and
present lives collide as she launches
into a pulse-pounding race to protect
the brother she tried to save years
ago and stop a conspiracy far more
sinister than she could have ever
imagined..
###
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The Extinction Trials
by A.G. Riddle
Dr. Maya Young is
successful, single,
and completely
unfulfilled. But
she’s working on it.
Until one morning
when everything
changes.
After a strenuous
spin class, Maya
begins coughing until blood comes
up. At the hospital, she discovers that
her symptoms are far more
complicated than she realized. Her
illness may be connected to a farreaching global conspiracy. And she
may hold the key to stopping it.
Owen Watts is a firefighter who is
slowly losing his job. Not because
he’s not good at it. And not because
he doesn’t show up and work hard.
On the contrary, he’s very good at his
job—and hard working. His problem
is that robots are increasingly doing
the work he’s trained his whole life to
do.
The robots aren’t Owen’s only
problem. He has a limitation, a
condition that has always held him
back in life. Because of that, he’s not
exactly sure what he’ll do next—when
the robots take his job completely.
But one morning a call comes in that
will change his life forever. With his
team, Owen responds to a fire alarm
at an apartment building. At first, it
seems to be a false alarm. But it’s
not. It’s the start of a global event
known as “The Change”—a new era
of human existence that will alter the
future forever. ####
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EAT WELL FOR LESS
POTATO AND HAM CRUNCH
Serves 4

dessertspoon of the sugar and whisk
until stiff peaks form.
Fold in the rest of the sugar and the
coconut.
When the pastry is cooked put the
mixture into the flan and bake at 180°
until pale brown.
Jane Smith, Bridge.
*****
HONEY CREAM

1 lb potatoes, cooked and diced
1 packet of potato crisps
2 large onions, skinned and diced
4 hard boiled eggs, diced
4 slices of ham
1/2 pint cheese sauce
4 oz flour
2 oz butter
2 oz cheddar cheese, grated.
Saute the onions in the butter, add
the potatoes and turn into a greased
ovenproof dish.
Cover with the cheese sauce then
place the ham over the top.
Rub the fat into the flour, stir in the
cheese and crushed crisps.
Sprinkle this over the ham and bake
in the oven at 400°F (200°C) Gas 6,
for 30-40 minutes until golden
brown.
Kath Pierce, Bridge.

1 pint double cream
4 tablespoons honey, clear is easier to
work
4 tablespoons whisky, brandy, rum or
liqueur or a drop or two of flavoured
essence (optional)

*****
COCONUT TART
4 oz short pastry
1 egg white
1 oz coconut
raspberry jam
2 oz caster sugar

Whisk the cream until stiff.
Add the softened honey and the
flavouring and whisk again.
Spoon into wine glasses and serve
chilled.
Sprinkle with toasted oatmeal or
almonds.
June Simpson, Bridge.

Roll out the pastry, spread with the
raspberry jam and bake.
Make a meringue mixture by
whisking the egg white, then add 1
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POINTS TO PONDER

ground, which is a growing problem
because of increased flooding.
Instead, Don urges people to consider
having as many absorbent surfaces in
their gardens as possible. Writing in
the BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine,
he explains: “We need for excess
water to slowly work down into our
underground aquifers and make its
way gradually to our rivers and out to
the sea.”
**
First time buyers

You are never more than 166 metres
from a stray cat

T

he so-called ‘bank of mum and
dad’ hit a new high in lending last
year. Parents who helped their
offspring to buy a first home gave
them an average of £58,000.
Nationally, that meant that parents
loaned out about £9.8 billion,
according to the estate agent Savills.
The level of first-time buyers who rely
on family funding is now at its
highest since 2013.
**
How to hug somebody

B

ritain is not short of stray cats. An
estimated quarter of a million of
them live in our towns and cities,
according to recent research by Cats
Protection and researchers at the
University of Bristol.
In some urban areas of Britain, there
are even up to 57 stray cats per
square kilometre. It is these cats who
are of particular concern to Cats
Protection, because “they receive
limited or no direct human support.”
Often these cats are unneutered, and
populations can expand rapidly,
spreading disease and harming
wildlife.
For this reason, Cats Protection
continues to urge owners to
microchip and neuter their pets.
**
Don’t cover over your garden

T

he TV presenter Monty Don has
said that having pavement or
tarmac on your property is one of the
‘worst contributions’ that
homeowners can make to climate
change.
The Gardeners’ World presenter
points out that hard surfaces prevent
water from being absorbed into the

T

he perfect hug should last
between five to ten seconds, and
it should be done with your arms
criss-crossed behind the other
person’s back.
That is the finding of psychologists
who experimented using more than
100 pairs of friends. They found that
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when it comes to hugging someone,
“more is definitely more.”
It seems that a ten second hug gives
great pleasure, a five second hug is
adequate, but a brief hug of just one
second leaves nobody comforted.
Even worse, since Covid, elbow
bumping has become popular. But a
bump on the elbow doesn’t do much
for anyone.
The research was done at the
University of London and the
University of Bristol.
**
Open your window

day ‘Dig for Victory’ campaign to help
tackle climate change.
It is asking the UK’s 30 million
gardeners to consider digging up
their garden paving and instead to
plant trees, grass and bee-friendly
flora, to help nature survive.
The RHS has calculated that if every
gardener in the UK grew at least one
medium-sized tree in their garden,
then that would be the equivalent of
storing the carbon produced from
driving 11 million times around the
planet.
Further research from a YouGov
survey has found that only 19 per cent
of gardeners say that they have
adopted sustainable gardening
practices.
Money and children

W

hen you have friends come to
visit you, open the window for
ten minutes of every hour that they
stay. It will help to reduce the level of
any Covid particles that may be in the
air.
As one medical officer for England
explained: “People with Covid release
virus particles into the air whenever
they speak, breath, or cough. These
can linger in unventilated settings.
So, it’s vital to open windows, to keep
the air moving and help prevent
infections.”
**
Help your garden, help your planet

A

third of parents and carers do
not talk to their children about
how best to manage money,
according to Government research.
Yet talking about finance has been
found to help children to form good
life-time money habits, according to
Money Helper, which conducted the
survey.
Parents in London and the Northwest
of England are most likely to discuss
money, while parents in Northern
Ireland and the East of England are
the least likely to do so.
**

T

he Royal Horticultural Society
(RHS) has launched a modern-
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The music you love best – and when
you love it

I

f you enjoy listening to music, ever
notice how the kind of music that
you like changes throughout the day?
According to research published in
the journal Royal Society Open
Science, our tastes over just one day
will vary in preference to a perceived
tempo, loudness, bounciness, and
danceability.
In late morning, we tend to go for
loudness and energy in our music. By
afternoon, the tempo begins to
increase, and the beat and
danceability also increase.
The highest tempo is preferred in the
evening, between 8pm and 11pm.
After that, we tend to prefer softer,
slower music. But by 4am, the picture
is muddled, as “the handful of people
awake at this hour are often up to very
different activities.”
According to a scientist at Aarhus
University in Denmark, it all seems to
point “to there being a circadian
rhythm, even in our preference for
music.”
80 years of Desert Island Discs

S

ome 80 years ago, on 29th
January 1942, the BBC radio show
Desert Island Discs was first
broadcast. It is Britain’s longest
running radio show, and the world’s
longest running weekly factual radio
programme.

Devised and originally presented by
Roy Plomley, it was first broadcast on
the BBC Forces Programme, but later

switched to Radio 4.
Each week a guest ‘castaway’ has to
choose eight recordings, a book and a
luxury item they would take with
them if they were stranded on a desert
island. In discussing this, they also
reveal hopefully offbeat elements of
their life. Past presenters have
included Michael Parkinson, Sue
Lawley and Kirsty Young, but the
show is now fronted by Lauren
Laverne.
More than 3000 episodes have been
broadcast, with some guests
appearing more than once. In the
early 1970s, Roy Plomley interviewed
Alistair MacLean, who turned out not
to be the famous author but someone
else with the same name, and the
programme was never broadcast.
Very few episodes from the first 20
years of the show have survived; the
earliest known to exist was broadcast
in 1951 and features actress Margaret
Lockwood.
All participants are allowed to take a
Bible and copy of Shakespeare:
needless to say, the National Secular
Society has called for the Bible to be
dropped, but known atheists such as
Philip Pullman have wanted to keep
it. A recent poll suggested that 56% of
people questioned would not choose
to take a Bible, and another 13% were
unsure.
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Was your life hard in 2021?

It was even harder in 1921

AVERAGE PRICES 1921-30

HEATING

FOOD.
'new' pence
Bacon
per lb
7p
Butter
per lb
10p
Cheese
per lb
7p
Margarine per lb
3 1/2p
Tea
per lb
11 1/2p
Tobacco - cigarettes (20)
5p
CLOTHING
Shoes, women
£1.00p
Shirt, men
60p
Stockings
20p

Coal per ton

£1.50

INCOME
£5 per week
£4 per week

Skilled male
Unskilled male
State Retirement
Pension - over 70

25p per week.

Five ‘new’ pence = one shilling in ‘old’
pence

As these are average prices and cover ten years they are merely an indication of
the cost of living during those times.
Notes:In the 16th century, society was faced with the problem of what to do
with the poor. Eventually, the Elizabethan government realized they would
have to introduce some kind of system to support them. By an act of 1601
overseers of the poor were appointed by each parish. They had the power to
force people to pay a local tax to help the poor. Those who could not work
such as the old and the disabled would be provided for.
The overseers were meant to provide work for the able-bodied poor. Anyone
who refused to work was whipped and, after 1607, they could be placed in a
house of correction. Paupers’ children were sent to local employers to be
apprentices.
A law of 1697 said that paupers (people supported by the parish) must wear a
blue or red ‘P’ on their clothes. On a more cheerful note in the 17th century in
many towns wealthy people left money in their wills to provide almshouses
where the poor could live.
During the 18th century, the Poor Law continued to operate. In the 17th
century, there were some workhouses where the poor were housed but where
they were made to work. They became much more common in the 18th
century The English Poor Laws were a system of poor relief in England and
Wales that developed out of the codification of late-medieval and Tudor-era
laws in 1587–1598. The system continued until the modern welfare state
emerged after the Second World War.
The Liberal Party launched the welfare state in Britain with a series of major
Liberal welfare reforms in 1906–1914.
In 1909 Labour Exchanges were set up to help unemployed people find work.]
The National Insurance Act 1911 was passed, ensuring free medical treatment,
and sick pay of 10 shillings (50p) a week for 26 weeks. An estimated 13 million
workers came to be compulsorily covered under this scheme.
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A further extract from E W Hendy’s book (1943)
Somerset Birds and some other folk.
BIRD BEHAVIOUR: ROUTINE AND INTELLIGENCE

T

he observations recorded in this chapter (most of which were made in my
own garden) and my comments upon them cover little or nothing not
already well known to the hard-boiled ornithologist. To him it may well seem
that further discussion is superfluous. But this book is not primarily written for
ornithologists, but rather for those whom Miss Phyllis Bond, in her fascinating
but too modest little book Watching Wild Life, calls ‘just people’, the man or
woman who enjoys birds and is ready to gossip about them and their ways even
if such small talk has little scientific value. Every bird-watcher is aware that
birds are in many respects the slaves of routine. The subject has been
elaborated by Edmund Selous, Eliot Howard, and others. I have mentioned in
a previous chapter a cock and hen chaffinch, which came to our hands for pinekernels. Our intimate companionship with these birds gave us glimpses into
their minds ; their behaviour supplied instances of how much bird behaviour is
a matter of routine: it conforms to a pattern. The hen chaffinch learned only by
slow degrees to perch on my hand for food; first I threw down kernels for her
at my feet; gradually I reduced the interval between us: then she would take
them from my fingers when spread level with the ground: finally she ventured
to fly up to my hand; then she stood there and fed and knew that she could do
so safely. It took a long time to break down the ‘fear of man’ pattern of conduct.
With the cock chaffinch the process was still more protracted. He began
coming to my bedroom window in the morning, and by easy stages I trained
him to take a kernel from the tips of my fingers. One morning I placed the nut
a little way back towards the palm of my hand; he hesitated, and half peeked at
it, but did not take it. Then he pecked at my finger tips where previously I had
always held the kernel. In the end he snatched the dainty when I moved it
nearer to the ends of my fingers, but he would not then come on my hand.
I have set down this incident in detail because it illustrates well how bird
behaviour follows a pattern. A humanistic interpretation of the cock chaffinch's
pecking at the place on my fingers where the kernel was usually to be found
would be that he was asking me to put the nut there. The true explanation is
that he could not yet deviate from the pattern; his little mind was unable then
to reach beyond it. It is only by slow steps that a bird learns to break away
from routine. This chaffinch later learned to fly to and perch on my fingers for
food, but it took him some weeks longer to learn his lesson; finally he perched
a second or two on my fingers while consuming the kernels, but still not as long
as the hen chaffinch did.
There is still one cock chaffinch which feeds from my hand and some half-adozen of both sexes which are almost tame enough to do so, but none of these
can, so far, overcome their distrust. They cannot get out of the groove. And
neither cock nor hen chaffinches will take kernels from my gloved hand. To do
so would be departure from the old routine.
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Nuthatches which at one time came
tamely to the fence by the kitchen
windows and to our bird-tables
occasionally swallowed crumbs as they
fed there, but more often they took these
fragments to the elm which was their
usual anvil for nuts, and wedged them
into cracks before eating them. This is yet
another example of the slavery of birds to
habit. It also shows lack of intelligence,
for if a nuthatch must have a crack in
which to wedge his food there are plenty of suitable ones in the bark
surrounding the bird-table, and journeys to the elm and back would be spared.
Birds when feeding young in the nest often adopt one line of approach and
keep to it. A pair of cirl buntings one year nested, as they often do, in our
macrocarpa hedge: I watched them feeding the partly fledged young and
noticed that both cock and hen always flew into the macrocarpa a little to the
right of the nest and then hopped through the foliage to it. A pair of lesser
spotted woodpeckers feeding young were less stereotyped in their behaviour;
usually the cock pitched to the right of and below the nesting hole and sidled
up to it, and the hen approached in a similar manner from the left. Only once
the cock took the left-hand route. These are further instances of birds’ slavery
to habit.
It requires something in the nature of a cataclysm, from the avian standpoint,
to make a bird alter a habit once formed. Such a catastrophe is the failure of
the food supply. In January 1933, after continuous hard frost for several days,
gulls, black headed, common and herring, which had previously found food by
following the plough, came down and fed on soaked crusts which we had
spread on the lawn only a few yards from the windows: they squabbled
vociferously among themselves. At first they were very wary, but after they had
fed for some time some of the black headed gulls rested on the lawn: one ate
two decayed mice and a shrew, killed in my traps ; cold and hunger had
changed their habits.
An instance of the persistence of a habit once formed was supplied by one of a
pair of spotted flycatchers which nested in a box on our house. One of the
fledged young ones on leaving the nest settled upon the lawn, Where the
parents fed him, and on one occasion one of the old birds, after feeding him,
removed the excrement. That this piece of routine behaviour should be still
followed when the young bird had left the nest shows how a habit once formed
may be continued after it has ceased to have any useful purpose.
This leads on naturally to the question of intelligence, or the lack of it, in birds.
Most bird behaviour is instinctive, very little intelligent, and probably none is
prompted by reason, using the word in the behaviourist sense. ###
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JANUARY IN THE VEGETABLE GARDEN

W

ORK in the garden during the opening month of the year is entirely
dependent on the weather, and it is futile to enter on a vain conflict with
Nature. When heavy rains prevail keep off the ground, but immediately it will
bear traffic without poaching be prepared to take advantage of every
favourable hour. Much may be done in January to make ready for the busy
spring, and every moment usefully employed will relieve the pressure later on.
Survey the stock of pea-sticks, haul out all the rubbish from the yard, and
make a ‘smother’ of waste prunings and heaps of twitch and other stuff for
which there is no decided use. If properly done, the result will be a black ash of
the most fertilising nature, such as a mere fire will not produce. Should the
soil be frost-bound wheel out manure and lay it in heaps ready to be spread
and dug in where seed-beds are to be made. If the weather is open and dry,
trench spare ground and make ready well-manured plots for sowing Peas and
Beans.
So far as may be convenient, all preparatory work should be pushed on with
vigour, and every effort must be made to lay up as much land in the rough as
possible ; for the more it is frozen through the greater will be its fertility, and
the more delectable, as well as more abundant, the crops.
It is a matter of the most ordinary prudence to be prepared to resist the shock
of a severe frost. When this event occurs, many suffer loss because they are
not prepared for it. Good brick walls and substantial roofs are needed for the
safe keeping of fruits and the more valuable kinds of roots; but when rough
methods are resorted to, such as clamping and pitting, there should be a large
body of stuff employed, for a prolonged frost will find its way through any thin
covering, no matter what the material may be. As there is not much to do now
out of doors, it is a good time to look over the notes which were made
concerning various crops in the past season, and to attend to the seed list.
SEED Sowing should be practised with exceeding caution; but great things
may be done where there are warm sheltered, dry borders , and suitable
appliances for screening and forwarding early imp; Under these favourable
conditions, we advise the sowing of 111 breadths of a few choice subjects
towards the end of the month; and this being done, every care should be taken
to nurse the seedlings through the trying times that are before them. Such
things as tender young Radishes, Onions, small Salads, Spinach, Cabbage, and
Carrots never come in too early; the trouble often is that they are seen in the
market while as yet they are invisible in the garden. Hedges of Hornbeam,
Laurel, or Holly, to break the force of the wind, are valuable for sheltering
early borders, and walls are great aids to earliness by the warmth they reflect
and the dryness they promote.
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The soil for these early crops should be light and rich, and the position extra
well drained, to prevent the slightest accumulation of water during heavy
rains. Supposing you have such a border, sow upon it, as early as weather
will permit, any of the smaller sorts of Cabbage Lettuce, Onion, Radish,
Round Spinach, Cabbage, and Carrot. All these crops may be grown in
frames with greater safety, and in many exposed places the warm border is
almost an impossibility. Reed hurdles and loose dry litter should be always
ready when early cropping is in hand; and old lights, and even old doors,
and any and every kind of screen may be made use of at times to protect the
early seed-beds from snow, severe frost, and the dry blast of an east wind.
Forcing is one of the fine arts in the
English garden. It is an art easily
acquired up to a certain point, but
beyond that point full of difficultly.
Every step in this business is a
conflict with Nature, and in such a
conflict the devices of man must
occasionally fail. A golden rule is to
be found in the proverb ‘The more
haste the less speed.’ Whatever the
source of heat, it should be
moderate at first, and should be
augmented slowly.
The earlier the forced articles are
required the more careful should
be the preparation for them, and
the more moderate the
temperature in the first instance.
There must be at command a
constant as well as sufficient
temperature: when a forced crop
has made some progress a check
will be fatal to success.
The beginner should acquire
experience with Rhubarb and Sea
Kale, then with Asparagus and
Mushrooms and Dwarf French
Beans, and so on to ‘higher
heights’ of this branch of practical
gardening.
*******
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A Guide to Forcing Flower Bulbs (from ‘Horticulture’)
With our grateful thanks to Meghan Shinn

S

pring-blooming bulbs are one of the most magical and anticipated treasures
of the garden, appearing out of the bare ground to quickly offer colour and
signal winter’s end. Many of these same bulbs can brighten an indoor space
months earlier if they are potted in autumn and given the proper treatment.
Here’s how to force spring bulbs into a winter bloom indoors.
2

Tricked into bloom in pots indoors, bulbs add colour and cheer midwinter.
Bulbs That Need a Cold Period
Some bulbs require a period of cold
temperatures before they will bloom.
These include tulips, hyacinth, grape
hyacinth (Muscari spp.), crocus,
daffodils and most other springblooming bulbs. Of these, tulips and
daffodils are the most challenging, so if
you’re looking for a safe bet, opt for
crocus, hyacinths and others.
1. Select a wide, shallow pot in which to plant the bulbs, and get enough bulbs so
that they’ll fill it when planted shoulder to shoulder. Ignore the recommended
spacing for the bulbs; that applies for long-term plantings in the garden. Pots
look best when crowded. Outdoor planting depth also does not apply to pots.
The pot need be only deep enough to leave about two inches of root space
beneath the bottom of the bulbs.
2. Add enough pre-moistened potting mix so that the tops of the bulbs sit within
an inch below the pot’s rim when they are placed on the mix. Add all of the
bulbs and cover them with more potting mix.
3. Move the entire pot to a cold area where it can stay for the recommended
chilling period for the type of bulbs you’re growing. This can be anywhere from
10 to 18 weeks; here’s a helpful guide. The temperature in your chilling area
should run between 35–45˚F, and it should be dark. This may be a cold garage
or basement, an unheated but enclosed porch, a crawl space beneath the house
or other cold but not freezing area. To simulate darkness in an area like an
unheated porch or breezeway, just place a sheet of cardboard over the top of the
pot. This will also allow you to stack multiple pots and save space. An extra
refrigerator can also be used for storing potted bulbs.
4. At the end of the chilling period, place the pot in bright but indirect light at
room temperature. Water lightly if the soil is dry. Within weeks the bulbs will
begin to sprout. Once they have a couple inches of growth, move them into
direct light. When they begin to bloom, indirect light and cool room
temperatures will prolong the display. Discard the bulbs after they bloom, as
they are unlikely to perform well again.
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DID YOU KNOW?

sites by picking up after their dog
and taking their dog waste home.”
Meanwhile, some research has
suggested that there has been a 200
per cent rise in dog waste on UK
streets since the pandemic began.
Concerns have been raised about the
impact of increased excrement in
public spaces, with experts fearing
both hygiene and the environment
could suffer from the waste and
plastic bags being left in streets and
parks.
**
What is happening to
our public loos?

Name a heatwave

T

he Met Office is considering
whether to begin naming
heatwaves, as they are becoming
more dangerous. Naming them will
make the public pay more attention
to them, and take them more
seriously.
The Met Office says that as the
climate warms, so heatwaves will
become increasingly likely. Since
2015, storms have been named in
alphabetical order between
September and August of the next
year, based on names submitted by
the public.
The record high UK temperature is
38.7C, recorded in Cambridge in
2019. 2020 was a record year for
heat-related deaths. In future, 40C
heat may become the norm. And the
record-breaking 50C heatwaves seen
in southern Europe in 2021 would
have been ‘almost impossible’ to
have happened without climate
change caused by humans.
**
No more dog poo at the
National Trust

I

t was George Jennings, an English
sanitary engineer and plumber,
who in 1851 invented the first public
flush toilets. He said: “the
civilisation of a people can be
measured by their domestic and
sanitary appliances.”
Yet now, across the UK, public
lavatories are in dismal and steep
decline. The number of lavatories
maintained by local authorities has
declined from 3154 to 2556 since
2015.
The effect can be doubly difficult.
The Royal Society for Public Health
pointed out in a 2019 report that
closing public loos imposes a ‘urinary
leash’; on people who then feel wary
of venturing far from home. Also on
the rise is the revolting phenomenon
known as ‘wild toileting’, which
increased greatly during the
pandemic, when public loos were
closed.
The Victorians took a philanthropic
pride in their public lavatories. How
would George Jennings rate our level
of civilisation today?

T

he National Trust is tired of
cleaning up after your dog. They
have now removed dog poo waste
bins from their sites, to force dog
walkers to take the poo bags home
for disposal.
The National Trust says that the
waste bins are filling up faster than
they can empty them, and that it
costs them a huge amount of money
to dispose of all the dog waste.
“We want people to visit and enjoy
beautiful landscapes, but we need
dog owners to help us look after the
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SMILE LINES
I went to a Inter-Religion
Integration Seminar.

T

he Bishop came, laid his hands
on my hand and said, “By the
will of Jesus Christ, you will walk
today!” I smiled and told him I was
not paralysed.
The Rabbi came, laid his hands on
my hand and said, “By the will of
God Almighty, you will walk today!
I was less amused when I told him
there was nothing wrong with me.
The Mullah came, took my hands
and said, “Insha Allah, you will walk
today!”
I snapped at him, “There’s nothing
wrong with me”
The Hindu sadhu came and said
"Beta, you will walk on your legs
today."
I retorted "Babaji - there is
absolutely nothing wrong with my
legs"
The Buddhist Monk came, held my
hands and said, “By the will of The
Great Buddha, you will walk today!”
I rudely told him there was nothing
wrong with me.
After the Seminar, I stepped outside
and found my car had been stolen.
I believe in all Religions now...…
*****
Cry Pharaoh!

A

visiting minister was very longwinded. Every time he felt he’d
made a good point in his sermon, he
would repeat it all over again.
Finally, the host pastor started
responding to every few sentences
with ‘Amen, Pharaoh!’ The guest
minister wasn't sure what that
meant, but after several more

‘Amen, Pharaohs’ he concluded his
very lengthy sermon.
After the service was over and the
congregation had left, the visiting
minister turned to his host and
asked, "What exactly did you mean
when you said ‘Amen, Pharaoh?’
His host minister replied, "I was
begging you to let my people go!"
**
Visitors
The minister came home after
church one Sunday morning looking
very satisfied.
“Many people in church?” asked his
wife, bustling around the kitchen.
“Yes, and we had at least three
strangers, though I didn’t see them.”
“Then how do you know?”
“Because there were three £10 notes
in the collection plate.”
**
Inspection
My husband, a US Coast Guard
pilot, was on an exchange tour with
the Royal Navy in England.
Everyone who drove through the
base's gates was required to hold an
official ID card up to the windscreen
for inspection by the guards. As a
friendly competition, my husband's
squadron started flashing different
forms of ID, such as a driving
licence, just to see how far they
could go to fool the busy guards.
The winner? The fellow who
breezed past waving a piece of toast.
**
What children have to say
about angels

I

t's not easy to become an angel!
First, you die. Then you go to
Heaven, and then there's still the
flight training to go through. And
34

Bishop's Hull Parish Magazine Edition 36/08 JANUARY 2022

then you have to agree to wear those
angel clothes. -Matthew, age 9
Angels work for God and watch over
kids when God has to do something
else. - Mitchell, age 7
My guardian angel helps me with
maths, but he's not much good for
science. - Henry, age 8
Angels don't eat, but they drink milk
from holy cows. - Jack, age 6
**
Winter travel

A

government warning said that
anyone travelling in icy
conditions should take: shovel,
blankets, sleeping bag, scarf, hat
and gloves, 24 hours supply of food
and drink, de-icer, rock salt, torch,
spare batteries, road flares,
reflective triangles, tow rope, a five
gallon petrol jerrycan, first aid kit,
and jump leads. So ... I looked a
complete pratt on the bus this
morning!
**
The Seagull

A

father was at the beach with his
children when his four-year-old
son ran up to him, grabbed his
hand, and led him to the shore
where a seagull lay dead in the sand.
"Daddy, what happened to him?"
the son asked. "He died and went to
Heaven," the Dad replied.
The boy thought a moment and then
said, "Did God throw him back
down?"
**
Free travel

L

iving on earth may be expensive,
but it includes an annual free
trip around the sun.
**

Moses revisited

N

ine-year-old Joseph was asked
by his mother what he had
learned in Sunday school. "Well,
Mum, our teacher told us how God
sent Moses behind enemy lines on a
rescue mission to lead the Israelites
out of Egypt. When he got to the
Red Sea, he had his engineers build
a pontoon bridge and all the people
walked across safely. Then he
radioed headquarters for
reinforcements. They sent bombers
to blow up the bridge and all the
Israelites were saved."
"Now, Joseph, is that really what
your teacher taught you?" his
mother asked, somewhat alarmed.
"Well, no, Mum. But if I told it the
way the teacher did, you'd never
believe it!"
**
church pewsheet reported that
Mr and Mrs Brown had left for
a ten-day motor trip, and that their
two young daughters were starving
with relations during their absence.
**
ne Birmingham parish
newssheet announced:
‘Pram Service this Sunday in
church. Followed by a talk about
the wind.’
**
Spotted on a church notice board:

A

O

W

hen you were born, your
mother brought you here.
When you were married, your
partner brought you here.
When you die, your family will bring
you here.
In the meantime, why not try
coming on your own sometimes?
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The old man and the forest

T

here was an old man who lived
by a forest. As he grew older
and older, he started losing his
hair, until one day, on his
deathbed, he was completely bald.
That day, he called his children to a
meeting...
He said, "Look at my hair. It used
to be so magnificent, but it's
completely gone now. My hair can't
be saved. But look outside at the
forest. It's such a lovely forest with
so many trees, but sooner or later
they'll all be cut down and this
forest will look as bald as my hair."
"What I want you to do..." the man
continued. "Is, every time a tree is
cut down or dies, plant a new one
in my memory. Tell your
descendants to do the same. It
shall be our family's duty to keep
this forest strong."
And so they did.
Each time the forest lost a tree, the
children replanted one, and so did
their children, and their children
after them.
And for centuries, the forest
remained as lush and pretty as it
once was, all because of one man
and his re-seeding heirline.
**
The Butcher Story

O

ne day a dog walked into a
butcher's shop just before
closing with an envelope in its
mouth. The butcher took the
envelope and found that it
contained a request for a leg of
ham, along with the proper
amount of money. The butcher was
more than a little surprised and
confused but got the dog his order.

The dog took the leg in its mouth
and headed out the door. The
butcher decided to follow the dog
since it was almost closing time
and he was unlikely to get any
more customers. The dog headed
down the street for a bit before
stopping at a bus stop, he seemed
to look at the time table for a
moment and then sat down next to
a bench. Several busses came and
went and the dog did not move.
Eventually a bus came to the stop
and the dog looked at its number
and got on. The butcher, now
thoroughly perplexed, followed the
dog onto the bus and noticed that
the dog had a pass on his collar.
The dog put the leg of ham down
then expertly took the pass in his
mouth, stood up on his hind legs,
and scanned the pass, and picking
back up the ham before walking to
an empty seat. The butcher also got
on the bus, paying a one time fee,
and headed back to sit across from
the dog. They rode for some time
before eventually coming to a
neighbourhood and getting off at a
curbside. The dog walked up the
street before coming to a house
and heading up the drive. Then to
the butcher's surprise, the dog did
the strangest thing, he set down
the ham and ran full force into the
door. He did this several more
times until a man came out and
started yelling at the dog, calling
him useless and stupid. The
butcher ran up to the man and said
"Sir! Why are you calling this dog
stupid? He is clearly a genius."
"Not so." replied the man, "This is
the third time this week he forgot
his keys."
####
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St James the Least of All
The Revd Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle
Eustace’…
On parish accounts, teapots and Labrador retrievers
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
Your annual accounts – all 146 pages, bound in their plastic covers and laid
out in faultless detail – really are most impressive. I was rather envious to
note you have a clergy ‘discretionary fund’; if I were to be given such a thing,
my cellar of claret would improve immeasurably – although that is perhaps
the reason why I am not given one.
The size of your office expenses makes me wonder if you have a staff rivalling
that of the European Community. I suppose that at least you are doing your
bit for job creation. Our dear Miss Marigold, who spends two hours a week
randomly filing pieces of paper, mistyping rotas and failing to re-order
stationery, is only rewarded by being the first to find out who are booking
marriages and having their babies baptised – and if they do not happen in
that order, that will be another piece of information remembered for future
use. All this is information beyond the price of jewels in village communities.
Our accounts have more by way of charm than they do of accuracy, generally
consisting of one sheet of handwritten paper. There are only ever three copies
for circulation, as that is the limit of Colonel Denster’s carbon paper. It seems
to be an unalterable tradition that they never balance, until we find the
following year that the missing £20 was found months later under the teapot
on the mantelpiece. One footnote to this was the occasion when the Colonel
suspected an unaccountable £5 had been eaten by his Labrador. Our greatest
expenses by far are categorised as ‘miscellaneous’, which is a catch-all for
everything that our treasurer is unable to recall where it really went.
The thousands paid on church maintenance and diocesan fees are nodded
through without comment – but if the money spent on Easter lilies or packets
of tea for the Summer Fete increases by anything more than 50 pence, there
will be much agonised debate and speculation about whether this is an
indication of money laundering.
I see that your accounts were professionally audited. Fortunately, it does not
matter too much about the accuracy of our own, as I have an arrangement
with our auditor who lives in the village: if he refuses to sign them off, then I
refuse to baptise his grandchildren.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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Thought for the Month
In the time between the passing of what was
and the birth of what will be
we find ourselves uncertain, lost.
We grieve what has gone, and we do not know what will
replace it
It is a waiting time
and the one thing we can hold on to is this :
You were there with what was
You will be with what waits to be born
And You are here, in the in-between time.
And so we wait ….. we hope
Sheldon Community
Reminder

W

ith the winter and wetter
months on the doorstep,
here’s a reminder to check your
vehicle and make sure it is road
safe. This is what you should be
checking -Tyre pressure
-Tyre tread depth
-Oil level
-Windscreen wiper fluid
-Windscreen wipers
-Lights
-Vehicle in a relatively clean state.
*****
Need Help Reporting a
crime?
Emergency: 999
Reporting a crime or to speak to
someone: 101
Online:
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/
Social Media
Facebook - Taunton
Neighbourhood Policing
Twitter - ASPWestSom

nb computing solutions
Friendly, reliable help for all
your computer problems
��PC/laptop repairs and upgrades
��New PC/laptop purchase and setup
��Lost password retrieval
��Data backup and recovery
��Internet security
��Virus detection and removal
��Telephone and Internet wiring
Tel: 01823 277469
Mobile: 07917 333464
Email:
nigelbroom@nbcomputingsolutions.
co.uk
Web: www.nbcomputingsolutions.co.uk
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LANDSCAPING &
ARTIFICIAL LAWNS
●
●
●
●

Garden Landscaping
Patios. Stone Walling. Decking. Pergolas
Lazylawn Artificial Grass Licensee for the South West
Commercial and Residential
Contact: 01823 252023
www.lazylawntauton.co.uk www.englishgardenco.co.uk
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SERVICES AT ST PETER & ST PAUL January 2022
Sunday
2 January
Epiphany
Wednesday
5 January
Sunday
9 January
1st of Epiphany
Wednesday
12 January
Sunday
16 January
2nd of Epiphany
Wednesday
19 January
Sunday
23 January
3rd of Epiphany
Wednesday
26 January
Sunday
30 January
Candlemass

Eph 3:1-12
Holy Communion 08:00 a.m.
Matt 2:1-12
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m.

Will
Osmond

Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. Mark 6:45-52
Isaiah 43:1-7
Holy Communion 08:00 a.m.
Luke 3:15-17 &
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m.
21-22

Rosemary
Lockley

Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. Mark 1:29-39
Holy Communion 08:00 a.m. Isaiah 62:1-5
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. John 2:1-11

Christabel
Ager

Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. Mark 3:1-6
Holy Communion 08:00 a.m. 1 Cor 12:12-31a
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. Luke 4:14-21
Holy Communion

Terry
Curnow

10.00 a.m Mark 4:1-20

Holy Communion 08:00 a.m. Malachi 3:1-5
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. Luke 2:22-40

Shirley
Stapleton

GRASS CUTTING
January - Will Osmond
I think the drill is that up to March it is a question of taking a look toward the
middle of the month allocated and if the grass looks in need of attention and
weather conditions allow then give it a light cut. Otherwise take a month off!
Twice monthly cutting resumes in April. After that we will need to make a
decision how (and if) we resume our "no mow" regime for the summer period.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY (01823)
Church web site:
Vicar:

www.stpeterandstpaul.org.uk

Rev. Philip Hughes
(Usual day off - Friday)
phil2overflowing@gmail.com

Church Wardens:

Mr Will Osmond
Mrs Jo George

Treasurer:

Kathy Fear

336102

461820
331432
0774 811 8124

Gift Aid Co-ordinator: Pat Barrett

365811

Safeguarding Officer: Jo George

331432

Tower Secretary:

430710

Giles Morley

PCC Secretary:
Parish Administrator

Vicar

Weekly Notice Sheet

In church or Online

Church Flowers:

Belinda Luke

WELCOME JACK FROST

44

289537

