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It is emphasised that the views expressed in this magazine are not
necessarily those of the the magazine editorial team,unless attributed,
or those sent in by identifiable contributors.

Building work commences
On Monday 4th April the keys to the church were handed over
to the builders who will be building the west end extension.
The work is expected to last 20 weeks and be completed by
Friday 20th August.
Please note that during the building work all the church
services will be held in the Church Hall.
Cover - The path through Gillards
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nb computing solutions

St Peter & St Paul
Easter Services

Friendly, reliable help for all
your computer problems

Monday to Wednesday
11/12/13th
at 7.30 p.m. Compline

��PC/laptop repairs and upgrades
��New PC/laptop purchase and setup
��Lost password retrieval
��Data backup and recovery
��Internet security
��Virus detection and removal
��Telephone and Internet wiring
Tel: 01823 277469
Mobile: 07917 333464
Email:
nigelbroom@nbcomputingsolutions.
co.uk

Thursday 14th April — 7.30pm
A Service of Holy Communion
Good Friday — 2pm
A service of reflection
Easter Day 8am & 10am
A services of Holy
Communion

Web: www.nbcomputingsolutions.co.uk
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FRANK BOND CENTRE NOTICE
Regular monthly lunches started again on
Thursday 21st April and continue on
the third Thursday of every month.
Dates for the diary;
To help celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
The FBC are hosting ‘An Afternoon Tea Party’
with Morris Men on Thursday 2nd June

The FBC are delighted to offer the centre’s
facilities for Roger Priest to host his glamorous
1920s Cocktail Evening
on Friday 3rd June
Helen, who lives in West Yorkshire, is
working hard to set up a little business
making first class shoulder bags.
Helen has created her very own web
site and you can view it at

www.etsy.com/shop/BubblePieDesignsUK
(Copy address and paste into your search engine)
I’m sure you will give her your full support
in her new venture.
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The Frank Bond Centre
84 Mountway Road, Bishop’s Hull
A place for the over 50s
to meet new friends
Contact Carolyn 01823 283941
Nadia 07989 970165
Come along to Frank’s café on a Friday morning 10.00-12.00 and
discover what activities could lay in store for you.
The café is open to members and non members.
Weekly Activities:
Monday The Painting Group 10.00-12.00
Whist Club 1.30-4.00
Bridge Club 2.00-4.00 (except first Monday in the month)
Tuesday Games 2.00-4.00
Thursday Bridge club 10.00-12.00-beginners welcome
Croquet 2.00-4.00
Friday
Frank’s Café 10.00-12.00
Monthly Activities:
1st Monday in month

Family History 2.00-4.00

2nd Tuesday in month Parchment 10.00-3.30(Sept start)
1st Wednesday in month Singles social club 2.00-4.00 (Sept start)
4th Wednesday in month Music appreciation 2.00-4.00
Getting to know one another again 2.00-4.00
3rd Thursday in month Monthly lunch-please write name
on list in foyer
Annual membership £22 (£20 if paid before 31st Jan)
Find us on Facebook (& ’Like’ us)
There are many more exciting activities…Table tennis, Boules, cards,
books, puzzles plus Coach trips visiting local attractions for the day.
A variety of social events take place throughout the year
subject to government restriction due to COVID-19.
The centre is available to hire
For bookings please contact Nadia
01823 338242/07989 970165
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The FBC Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Cream Tea Garden Party
84 Mountway Road, Bishop’s Hull

Cream Teas and
cakes
Thursday 2nd June
2.30pm
Taunton Deane
Morris Men
Music by Fresh Aire
Garden games
Croquet, Pètanque
Open to everyone
Tickets £5
available from
Frank’s Café
Fridays 10:00-12:00
The FBC is open to people aged over 50. Meet new & old friends
at the different activities or Friday café
Tel. 01823 283941 for more information
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Vicar:
Reverend Philip Hughes ,
The Vicarage, Bishop's Hull Hill,
Bishop's Hull, TA1 5EB
01823-336102
Church Wardens:
Mr Will Osmond, 01823-461820

A

nother month has slipped by since I last put pen to paper and we continue
to be assailed by bad news here at home and from abroad. Regrettably
history has a way of repeating itself no matter where you live. It seems to come
in cycles, rather like the weather and the seasons; some good and some bad.
The longer the cycle then our memories begin to fade. We become complacent
and forget the hard times and begin to live for the moment. After all, if your
standard of living improves year on year, and the worry of where your next pay
packet is coming from isn’t uppermost in your mind, then life can seem good.
In the good times we can also be forgiven for not thinking too much about
where all the things we need for a comfortable life come from.
Well, that bad day has arrived and we are all now beginning to realise just how
fragile the supply chain really is and how much we all depend upon one
another.
The invasion of Ukraine by Russia has brought all of this into sharp focus for
everyone. It has also brought to the fore just how complacent successive
Governments have been in not ensuring we have a secure and efficient energy
plan in place. In a peaceful world we can rely upon imports of all the vital
products to be smoothly and efficiently handled. Not any more but, no doubt,
the supply chain will survive but at what cost.
Will we all be able to handle the increases in the cost of living if we have no
safety net to fall back on? If your sole source of income comes from the welfare
state i.e. taxation, and their coffers are sorely depleted (because of Covid),
many will have to consider falling back to times last seen following WWII.
Maybe, just like then, ‘Dig for Britain’ could help.
We are at the beginning of another spring season when, should you have a
garden (or patio) the time is exactly right for sowing seeds and raising a crop of
vegetables for the plate. Many of us have been doing this for decades either in
our back gardens or on an allotment. Just imagine how much produce could
be grown if everyone who had not tried it before grew just a few potatoes. Say,
for instance, several million newcomers grew 15 pounds of potatoes this year
(amongst other things), that would fill many an empty stomach.
Undeniably, there are many of us whose only income, for whatever reason, is
by way of a government pension or maybe Universal Credit, etc. Many of the
older folk will only be able to manage by using their skills and ingenuity and
drawing on past experiences. Younger generations will have to rise to the
challenge and show that they too have the ‘Dig for Britain’ spirit.
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The Vicar writes …..
"Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
May is a month of Elections, celebrations and a whole lot
more! One thing which has become popular recently (and you
may have come across) is the online game Wordle. If you
haven’t, it consists of guessing a 5-letter word by putting in a
series of your own words. Each time you put in a guess, the
game shows you how close you are to the hidden word: the
right letters in the right places are green, the right letters in the wrong places
are yellow, and letters which don’t belong there at all are grey.
There are 6 guesses available, and it usually takes my friends 4 guesses to find
each day’s word, but sometimes as little as 2! If Wordle is too easy for you,
there’s Quordle where you have to solve 4 Wordles simultaneously. If words
aren’t your thing, there’s Nerdle where you have to guess an arithmetic sum,
and Worldle where you have to guess a country from its outline.
Because we humans live most of our lives with insufficient information we are
good at picking up clues, spotting patterns, filling in gaps from our experience
and general knowledge, and drawing conclusions as best we can.
In the Gospels we see that Jesus’ followers had the same issue: they heard what
Jesus was saying, saw what he was doing, and tried to put that together with
what they understood from their Bible. They had the clues and made their
guesses as to who Jesus was and what he was doing. Some of their guesses
were spot on, some were in the right direction, but in the ‘wrong place’. Some
they just got wrong: those ideas didn’t belong with Jesus at all.
They struggled along, and at one point it seemed that they’d got everything
wrong – Jesus was crucified, dead, and buried. But then they got the biggest
and best clue of all: Resurrection!
Then gradually, one by one the ‘letters’ fell into place: Jesus was God, come to
be one of us, and his purpose was to give us all a way back to God, forgiven and
accepted.
If there are things in your life just now which feel as if they don’t belong, or as
if they’re in the wrong places, don’t despair. Put Jesus in the right place, at the
heart of your life, and then you’ll be able to juggle or discard the other ‘letters’
as much and often as you like, letting God lead you to better and better
‘answers’.
God bless,
Rev Phil Hughes
Vicar and Chaplain"
Revd Phil Hughes
The Vicarage, Bishops Hull Hill, Bishops Hull, TA1 5EB
Telephone: 01823 336102
Email: phil2overflowing@gmail.com
Website: www.stpeterandstpaul.org.uk
Facebook: St Peter and St Paul, Bishops Hull
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CHURCH NOTES

T

he 2022 Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) at St. Peter & St. Paul
Parish church will be held after the 10.00 a.m. Communion Service on
Sunday 8th May 2922. All are welcome to attend,
*******
The Church Electoral Roll is being updated over the next month. If you wish
your name to be added, or you wish to confirm that your name is already
listed, please contact Shirley Stapleton or one of the Church Wardens.
*********
There are existing vacancies on the Parochial Church Council (PCC). Should you
wish to become a member please contact either the vicar or a Church Warden.

Note: Parochial Church Councils (PCCs) are responsible for supporting the local
clergy in the running and management of their benefice or parish. Their
primary function is stated as 'promoting in the parish the whole mission of the
Church'.
Church Warden Vacancy.
Following the resignation of Jo George (Church Warden) a vacancy exists for a
replacement who will assist Will Osmond in these duties.
*******
Bishop’s Hull WI
● Our members, 44 of us, meet at The HUB on the 4th Thursday of every
month (except August) at 7.15 p.m.
● We are always delighted to welcome new members, or if you would like to
give us a try first, please do come as a visitor to any meeting.
● The talk each month is always followed by tea/coffee and a biscuit and,
of course, lots of chat.
● We have a once-a-month lunch in various hostelries, a scrabble group and
a walking group. The walkers are particularly fond of their cream teas.
● In May we are celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee with a supper and party
evening; June will be Treading the Wards, a nurse’s tale with Lottie Dale.
● Please do join us for an evening, you will be very welcome.
Frank Bond Centre (Repeat Notice)
Regular monthly lunches started on Thursday 21st April and then
the third Thursday of every month.
Dates for the diary
Thursday 2nd June

The FBC's Afternoon Tea party with Morris Men.

Friday 3rd June

The FBC are delighted to offer the centre’s facilities for
Roger Priest to host his glamorous
1920,s Cocktail Evening.
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Bishop’s Hull HUB Activities:
Saturday 9th April 10am -12 noon — Easter HUB Cafe —Teas, Coffees, Cakes
and Easter Crafts
Thursday 21st April 7.30pm — Where does your garden grow lecture by
Christine Skelmersdale — tickets £7.50, to include tea/coffee and biscuit.
Saturday 30th April 7.45pm — Fish and Chip Quiz —Teams of up to 8 - £10
per person.
Date for Diary — Saturday 14th May — Cycle HUB Cafe
Tickets for events can be purchased at the monthly Cafe or via the
www.BHHUB.co.uk
Bishops Hull Hub 100 Club - March 2022 - Winners
£47.20 — Sam & Dilys Millard; £23.60 — Chris Phillips; £11.80 ~
MaryTrevelyan
Tickets are £2 per month, email bhhubl100club@gmail.com for further
details.
The next draw will take place at the Bishop’s Hull Hub Cafe on the 9th April.
Volunteers needed
1. If anyone is able to take on the delivery of the Community News to Rumwell
or Wellington New Road please email bishopshullcommunitynews@gmail.com
2. The Village website is run by volunteers with funding provided by the Parish
Council. The Clerk supplies all the Parish Council information. However, we
are looking for a volunteer who could carry out checks on the other
information on the website to help keep everything up to date lf you are able
to help, please email bishopshullparishclerk@gmail.com
Events Update
The full schedule of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
events is on the Parish Council Facebook page
and the PC website.
Bev would like to hear from anyone who can help
with material for a display of maps and historic
photos of the village.
Contact her at bevfernandes03@gmail.com
If you would like to volunteer to support any of
the events, or require further details, please
contact me on 07977 474873 or email me at
david.gurr@btinternet.com.
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The Bishop’s Hull Flower Show
are running the following competition:
SCARECROW COMPETITION, Theme: Nursery Rhyme
1st Prize: £15, 2nd Prize: £10, 3rd Prize: £5
Closing date for entries is Tuesday 31st May 2022 and judging will take place
on Thursday 2nd June 2022.
All entries must be visible from the road and remain on display until Sunday
5th June 2020.
A Scarecrow trail will be advertised prior to the June Fayre and the Winning
entries will be displayed at the Fayre on 3rd June.
Please send entries to: Amanda Gallacher, Shute Cottage, Shutewater Hill,
Bishops Hull or hand in to Bishops Hull Post Office & Stores
Peregrine falcons lay four eggs at Taunton Minster
During the last week of March 2022 it was
confirmed that the Falcons had laid four
eggs.
The birds have a nesting scrape on top of
the tower of Taunton Minster (St Mary
Magdalene Church) in Hammet Street.
It is hoped that the newly fledged chicks
will be stretching their wings by the end
of June.
The birds are monitored by four cameras and people can watch them on a
monitor screen in the church.
Bishop’s Hull Cricket Club
”With the season fast approaching, the cricket club are looking to build on the
fantastic achievements of 2021 when the first team completed a league and
cup double.
We are always looking for new players, both seniors
and juniors, and would welcome anyone who wishes
to play for the club.
We have two teams in the West Somerset Cricket
League, a Sunday team, and youth teams in the
Under 13 and Under 15 age groups. We are also in
the process of upgrading our club equipment.
If anyone wishes to join any of the teams, please contact Paul Bulbeck on
01823283941 or any committee member.”
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Bishop’s Hull Parish Council News
Resolutions made at March 2022 meeting:
● All policies were reviewed and the following policies were adopted:
Statement of Internal Controls, Freedom of Information Scheme, Awarding
of Grants Policy, Complaints and Equal Opportunities Policy.
● Members agreed to enter into discussions with the BHVH&PF Trust and
Friends of Netherclay Woodland around the implementation of a sensory
trail at the Playing Fields, with new access from the top path to link the
sensory trail, Pavilion and HUB.
● Members agreed to keep the current ring-fenced funds and, temporarily,
re-allocate some of the allotment ring-fenced funds to enable the new
works to the HUB carpark, details below:
● £1000 Netherclay Footbridge, £1000 Bench at Stonegallows, £5000 Nefherclay Woodlands river steps, £6414.52 - Allotments, £8736 - HUB Car
Park, £1200 - HUB car park lighting.
- Next meeting date: Thursday 7th April 2022 at 7pm at BH HUB
The Bake-Off challenge
A Victoria sandwich of any size or shape,
decorated as a crown.
Judging will be 50% content and 50% decoration.
Cherry from the Meryan House Hotel will be the judge at
the Picnic in the Park on Sunday 5th June.
To register interest please email Jane
atjane_maria@btinternet.com
Look out for details of the Scarecrow competition, making a crown and music
stations planned around the village.
Celebrating the Jubilee with house decorations
and colour coordinated gardens. If you are
planning on doing this, please let me know, so that
we can put a village map together to allow
everyone the opportunity to see your work‘ email
David at david.gurr@btinternet.com
The full schedule of events can be found on the
Village Website. www.bishopshull.org.uk
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BISHOP’S HULL IN TIMES PAST
75 years ago

T

he annual Parish Meeting was held at the Council
School. Mr JT Smith, chairman of the Parish
Council, presided. A representative gathering of about
120 electors attended. It was decided to adopt public
gas lighting at a cost of £96. The Clerk read the united
charity accounts. Mr R Gregory asked various
questions concerning the condition of footpaths and
stiles. The RDC representative replied that most
repairs were in hand and others would be attended to.
The annual meeting of the Bishop’s Hull women’s
branch of the Conservative Association was held at the
Parish Hall. Mr Edgar Betts (divisional agent)
presided and also present were Mrs Thornton (chairman), Mrs Dowling (hon
secretary) and Miss Lythall (hon treasurer). Mrs Thornton read a satisfactory
report on the year’s work and the financial statement was given by Miss
Lythall. The following officials and committee were elected: Chairman, Mrs
Simpson; hon treasurer, Miss Lythall; hon secretary, Mrs Dowling; committee
– Mesdames Baker, Berry, Chaplin, Gregory, Quick, Webber, Westcott and
Miss Smerdon. Mr Betts paid tribute to the services rendered by Mrs
Thornton, the retiring chairman, and to other officers and committee. He
stressed the need for maintaining an effective organization in Bishop’s Hull.
He said the Conservative Party maintained the political truce throughout the
war, whilst the Socialists were working incessantly many years before the last
election. The Conservatory Party had a lot of lee-way to make up, and Mr
Betts appealed for all those who were interested in the welfare of their country
to join in the fight against totalitarianism, as represented by the present
Government.
50 years ago
Miss Waterfield presided over a small meeting of the Women’s Institute,
several members being absent through illness. It was agreed that two
members would accept an invitation to attend Galmington WI’s birthday
party, eight members would attend the Wellesley Group meeting and two
members would go to London to see the National Federation’s exhibit ‘This
Green and Pleasant Land’ at the Ideal Homes Exhibition. Mr Morgan, of
Stoke St Mary, gave a talk on a Norwegian holiday and showed many beautiful
slides. The raffle was won by Mrs Hodder. In place of a competition,
members displayed favourite brooches and by popular vote Mrs Bailey’s was
thought the most attractive, closely followed by those of Miss Waterfield and
Miss Harris.
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At a meeting of the Good Companions, Miss Newcombe welcomed members
at the Congregational Church schoolroom and, after the business meeting,
birthday honours were sung for Mrs Howse and Miss Pearce. A talk was
given by Mr Kay, Fire Prevention Officer. After tea, served by the tea
hostesses, members patronised the raffle and the gift stall.
At a meeting of the Parish Council, Mr AE Smith presided and welcomed Mr
JK Anderson, recently co-opted as a member. The Clerk, Mr GE Edwards,
reported that the County Divisional Surveyor would endeavour to complete
the work on the cobbled footpath and also complete the footpath on the
corner of Trull crossroads into Bishop’s Hull Road when labour became
available. The Clerk confirmed that the tree had been removed from the weir
at Roughmoor and that the brickwork was breaking up. The Clerk was
requested to obtain further information as to the origin and owners of the
weir. The Council further considered the erection of a bus shelter at Farrant
Close and instructed the Clerk to ascertain from Taunton Rural Council the
precise site, and also obtain details from makers of concrete shelters. The
Council accepted a tender for £73 for an additional lamp in Mountway Road
and the Clerk stated that the Borough Surveyor was also considering the
provision of a lamp opposite the TA hall. A petition of protest against the
proposed increases in bus fares was considered and it was agreed that strong
representations should be made to the Traffic Commissioners and also
request support from the Taunton Rural Council. It was also agreed to make
representation to the Department of the Environment and the local MP to
amend the Local Government Bill in regard to planning notification being
made to parish councils. ##
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The Church Clock.

T

he sharp-eyed amongst you may have
noticed that the church clock has, on recent
occasions, been stopped at mid-day, and the
even sharper eyed may have noticed, if they
were there at the appropriate time, the clock
hands swinging violently to and fro as if the
church was at the centre of a time warp!
The reason, dear reader, is simple! It is because
I have been fiddling around trying to find why it
has been, more often than not, losing about five
minutes a week. This situation was not good
enough for me! If the clock is working it should
show the correct time!
For a number of years I have puzzled as to the
cause, sometimes keeping correct time, more
often running slow. Could it be friction in the
workings, or some grit in the cogs, or was the
little electric motor, now over forty years old, be
giving up the ghost?
I lubricated the bearings, cleaned up the cogs,
renewed the little driving chain and sprockets,
checked the electrical connections; all to no
avail!
I was not prepared to give up on this, so a deeper investigation was needed.
Off came the perspex cover I had fitted to protect the workings from dust and
grit, and, peering into the works with my torch, I observed some shiny rub
marks on the wooden mounting block at the very back, where the metal
counterbalance for the hour hand was obviously too close. Aha! I thought, I
‘ve found the cause ! So I loosened the two nuts and moved it away from the
block of wood. That’ll fix it, I thought. No! it was still losing five minutes a
week, so back to the drawing board!
Further inspection found that I had moved it a millimetre too far and the
counterbalance was now fouling one of the cogs! Move it back a bit so that it
was just clear of the cog and just clear of the wood - let’s hope that does the
trick!!
For the past ten days now the clock has kept perfect time!
JOB DONE!! I HOPE!

Giles Morley.
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Neighbourhood Beat Team
PCSO Lyndsay Smith 07802 874297
lyndsay.smith@avonandsomerset.police.uk
PCSO Marshall Bernhard 07849 305815
marshall.bernhard@avonandsomerset.police.uk
PCSO Catharine Richards 07710 026192
catherine.richards@avonandsomerset.police.uk

A

motor vehicle has been stolen overnight on the 8th March between 11pm
and 6:30am, from a driveway in Mill Rise, Staplegrove. It is unknown how
the offender gained entry or started the Nissan Navara (SB05 YGG) as no keys
were present.

A

ny information please contact the Police on 101 quoting reference number:
5222056400 stating NHW release. Or call Crimestoppers on 0800 555
111. Thank you for your support.
********
riminals are once again using Covid to try and steal your money. Since
January the 1st, 412 victims have reported losses totalling over £531,000.
Fake text messages pretending to be from the NHS are circulating, so
remember that the NHS will NEVER ask for payment or for your financial
details. To report suspicious text messages, forward them to 7726 (free of
charge), or visit #CovidFrauds.42 c blic Order Offences - 8

C

What is Payment Diversion Fraud?

P

ayment Diversion Fraud (PDF), also known as Business Email
Compromise (BEC) or Mandate Fraud, affects businesses and customers
where electronic financial transactions are taking place.
Criminals will contact businesses or customers via email, usually claiming to
be from a company that the business or customer has been dealing with. They
will request a payment to be made often or inform the recipient of a change of
bank account details.
Criminals will often create fake e-mail addresses which are very similar to
genuine business or customer addressees and send over fake invoices to make
it more believable. All of this leads to payments from businesses and customers
directly into bank accounts controlled by the criminals.
Criminals are experts at impersonating people and will spend hours
researching you for their scams.
17
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Taunton Minster (St Mary Magdelene)
useum of the Moon is a touring artwork by UK artist Luke Jerram.
Measuring six metres in diameter, the moon features 120dpi detailed
NASA imagery of the lunar surface. At an approximate scale of 1:500,000, each
centimetre of the internally lit spherical sculpture represents 5km of the
moon's surface.
Over its lifetime, the Museum of the Moon will be presented in a number of
different ways both indoors and outdoors, so altering the experience and
interpretation of the artwork. As it travels from place to place, it will gather
new musical compositions and an ongoing collection of personal responses,
stories and mythologies, as well as highlighting the latest moon science.
The installation is a fusion of lunar imagery, moonlight and surround sound
composition created by BAFTA and Ivor Novello award winning composer Dan
Jones. Each venue also programmes their own series lunar inspired events
beneath the moon.
Luke Jerram's multidisciplinary practice involves the creation of sculptures,
installations and live arts projects. Living in the UK but working
internationally for 19 years, Jerram has created a number of extraordinary art
projects which have excited and inspired people around the globe. Jerram has
a set of different narratives that make up his practice which are developing in
parallel with one another. He is known worldwide for his large-scale public
artworks.
Photo by Bob Winn

M
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Life in abundance
By Brian Castle, Honorary Assistant Bishop for Bath & Wells

I

t all happened so quickly. I went to A&E with
severe back-pain which affected my mobility.
The NHS was outstanding. Within a dizzying few
hours, I heard I would need an immediate MRI
scan and possibly rods to support my spine.
I dreaded the thought of going into the scanner, let
alone the surgery.
As I was being wheeled along the corridor, Lauren, my Godson’s 10-year-old
daughter, came into my mind.
Lauren is a talented girl passionate about football. Just over a year ago, it was
discovered that she had a growth at the base of the spine which would need
radical treatment to prevent spinal curvature. She would also require rods in
her back which could be regularly extended by surgery as she grew into
adulthood. In addition, this ten-year-old would be spending lonely hours in a
soul-less scanner. Lauren is lovingly supported by her wonderful family and
magnificently treated by NHS professionals, but while it can be shared, the
load is ultimately hers to carry. Parents bear the agony of powerlessness. In the
middle of this painful dilemma, young Lauren is instinctively grabbing the
God-given gift of abundant life which is for all and which lies at the heart of the
Gospel. As we get older, less passionate and more cynical we can lose faith in
this gift.
As I was being taken to the radiology department, I realised that I was being
strengthened and inspired by this young girl, six decades my junior, facing far
greater challenges than me. My own fears were being transformed by Jesus
Christ’s gift of life mediated through Lauren’s courage. Life may turn out
differently from what we expect, but that does not restrict its abundance.
The young are an inspiration. It is the role of the older generation to ensure
they can grow into the special people God has created them to be so that they
can release the gifts they have for us all.
Thanks, Lauren. Despite all she faces, Lauren continues to play football.
+Brian
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GOOD ADVICE TO US ALL FROM SOMEONE WHO WAS
EXPERIENCING WARTIME SHORTAGES

I

t is a great honour, and one I much
appreciate, to be asked to write a
foreword for this book.
Good cooking is a craft, which can be
mastered by anyone with the
determination to do so. To cook well
is a duty we owe to the many people
who, by their labour and forethought,
produce the materials which will, if
treated properly, provide an
appetising and nourishing diet.
I think the last few years have made
us realise very fully the importance
of a working knowledge of catering
for a household, large or small, and
it would be of infinite value to the
future health and well-being of the
nation's homes if every woman were
taught as part of her education to
arrange and prepare nutritious and
well-cooked meals.
It seems to me that good cookery
needs, in the cook, a palate-—to
appreciate good food; patience—-to master the necessary details;
perseverance-—to keep on trying in spite of or perhaps because of failures;
practice—-to make perfect, and a spirit of adventure so that new methods
may be tested, new dishes tasted, and new scientific knowledge made full
use of.
Some years ago I was judging cookery exhibits at a Wiltshire W.I. and
comparing notes on recipes with the member acting as steward. “Well,” said
she, “I bought the best cookery book I ever had at the Albert Hall meeting; it
has a funny name - Hand to Mouth - but it is good.” I think and hope all
readers will agree with her.
All good wishes to our new and revised edition of “ From Hand to Mouth,”
and may it prove a very real help to all those wishing to provide for their
households a new and attractive dish.
MARY L. HOPE.
May, 194421
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EAT WELL FOR LESS
NORWEGIAN PIE

pudding-cloth (first in grease- proof
paper), and boil for 2 hours.
This is a. typical (Berkshire) working
man's dinner, and it is very nice.
*****
MEATS (REHEATED)
SCRAP ROAST

1/2 lb. of cooked fish
1/2 oz. margarine
1 lb. of cooked potatoes
Salt, pepper, mustard and a little
nutmeg. 2 oz. of cheese, grated
1 teacupful of white sauce
Beat the potatoes with a little milk
and the seasoning.
Line a greased pie-dish with threequarters of the potato mixture, and
fill the centre with the fish, sauce and
a pinch of nutmeg.
Cover the top with the remainder of
the potato, and sprinkle with cheese
and pieces of margarine.
Bake 30 minutes in moderate oven
*****
BACON PUDDING

½ lb. of lentils
1/2 lb. of stale breadcrumbs
Chopped parsley and sage
1 pint of vegetable stock or water
2 or 3 onions. 1 oz. of margarine
Remains of mutton
Salt, pepper
(Lentils and breadcrumbs to be
soaked overnight).
Peel the onions and slice finely, drain
the lentils, put them in a saucepan
with the margarine and onions, and
stir over heat for 5 minutes, add stock
or water, and cook till soft.
More water can be added if
necessary, but the mixture should
be fairly dry when done.
Squeeze the bread dry and beat
up with a fork, mince the meat, and
add pepper and salt and herbs and
prepared lentils.
Mix well with the dripping in dish or
baking tin, and press the mixture well
in. Smooth top and dot with pieces of
dripping.
Bake in a fairly hot oven till brown;
turn out, serve with brown sauce
poured over.

Suet crust
Pepper and salt
Bacon
Parsley
Sage and onions
Roll out pastry, not too thick.
Take thin slices of bacon, cooked or
uncooked, place over the pastry.
Sprinkle chopped sage and onions
according to taste, pepper and salt,
roll up tightly, place in floured
22
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BROWN GEORGE PUDDING

Put into well-greased basin and
steam 1 hour.
Serve with custard sauce.
LEMON AND CURRANT
PUDDING

6 oz. of breadcrumbs
6 oz. of suet
2 oz. of flour
2 oz. brown sugar
1 egg
1/2 lb. of treacle
1 teaspoonful of bicarbonate of soda
A little milk

3 oz. of suet
6 oz. of currants
3 oz. of breadcrumbs
4 oz. of sugar
2 oz. of flour
1 egg
2 tablespoonfuls of milk
Rind and juice of 1 lemon

Mix dry ingredients together first,
adding egg and treacle and a little
milk to make a soft consistency,
mixing it well together.
Put in a greased basin, and steam 3½
hours.
CHOCOLATE PUDDING

Mix all together, put in greased basin
and steam 2½ hours.
*****

PLUM PUDDING SAUCE

4 oz. of self-raising flour
2 teaspoonfuls of cocoa
3 oz. of margarine powder
3 oz. of granulated sugar
1 egg
A little milk

Beat the whites of 2 eggs with 1 cupful
of powdered sugar.
Beat the yolks separately, and mix all
together;
Add ½ to 1 teaspoonful of Vanilla.
Whip ½ pint of cream, and add
to above mixture when ready to serve.

Beat margarine and sugar to a soft,
white cream; beat until frothy, stir in
beaten egg, add flour and cocoa
powder (which should be mixed with
a little milk).
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BOOK REVIEWS
The Magicians
by Lev
Grossman

A

A Walk from the
Wild Edge
By Jake Tyler

t the
heart of

A

fter
coming
terrifyingly
close to
suicide, Jake
Tyler was
determined
to take back
control of his
life from the
clutches of depression.

Lev
Grossman's
latest novel,
The
Magicians,
lies the idea
that a fantasy
world exists, but one far more
complex, and at times limiting,
than Quentin Coldwater, the
unlikely hero, might wish.
Drawing on the rich fantasy
traditions of Tolkien, Plover,
and Rowling, Grossman
subverts genre expectations in
wholly original ways.

With only his running gear and
a backpack, he stepped out of
his house in Brighton and
began a 3000-mile journey
around the UK. In
documenting every step of his
journey, Jake shares the ways
in which his mission was
enhanced by the kindness of
strangers who took him in for
the night, or let him talk when
the darkness engulfed him.

Quentin Coldwater is the top in
his class. He’s also in love with
his best friend’s girlfriend and
unhappy at home. One day, he
receives a manuscript that
looks like an unpublished addition to his favourite fantasy
series, set in a fantasy world
called Fillory. In a roundabout
way, this manuscript leads him
through a portal to a school
called Brakebills College for
Magical Pedagogy and Quentin
thinks he’s found the happiness
he’s always been searching for.

This is both the story of Jake's
journey around the country
and his journey to better
understand himself, ultimately
finding peace and acceptance
with his mental health
###
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Planning a vegetable garden

U

nless you have a large vegetable plot or even an allotment it makes sense
to plan what types of vegetables you want to grow; gardens are generally
too small and there's usually not enough time for most people to grow
everything that they want or need.
It makes sense to grow your favourite vegetables and those where freshness is
important. But early potatoes, spring onions and baby carrots with their tops
on are delicious, and their flavour and texture deteriorates with every hour that
passes after harvest.
Don't forget that where room is at a premium, you can grow most vegetables in
containers.
Cost also enters into it. Leeks, for example, are often relatively costly to buy,
but onions are cheap, so growing your own leeks is more attractive than raising
onions.
Once you have listed what you like, decide how much of each you need, bearing
in mind that produce that cannot be stored might end up in the compost bin. It
is usually better to top up with bought produce than have to discard plants that
you have spent time and money nurturing, so erring on the side of caution is
better than growing too much.
Soil type
Soil has an influence. If you have a cold, clay soil (which takes longer to warm
up in spring) then early crops are tricky, but later crops should be abundant
and need relatively little watering. Using raised beds can help the soil warm up
quicker.
Light soils, on the other hand, are great for early crops, but can be dry and
unproductive later. There is no point struggling against the nature of your soil,
so if you have a clay soil consider raising early crops in containers and if yours
is a light soil, grow late-maturing crops in shallow trenches that are easy to fill
with water for ease of irrigation.
Consider how much time and effort you want to devote. Tomatoes, for
example, are popular plants but they need staking and training, protecting
from blight and only crop outdoors for a few weeks in late summer. Therefore
six plants giving fruits of the best flavour might be enough. In contrast, runner
beans crop abundantly over a long period.
On the other hand asparagus almost looks after itself; once you have
established a bed there is only some routine maintenance to do each year in
exchange for up to 10 years of abundant crops of this sumptuous vegetable.
You might also want to avoid peaks of work. It makes sense to choose crops
that need sowing, planting, thinning and weeding over a long period of time
rather than be faced with rush periods. Timeliness is very important in growing
vegetables and doing things as little as two weeks late can lead to disappointing
results.
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Finally, consider the timing of harvest - late-summer Mediterranean crops
such as peppers, aubergines, courgettes and tomatoes are deservedly popular,
but you might want to use the space for a succession of crops through the year,
so aim for spring, summer, autumn and winter crops.
Fortunately, vegetable seed suppliers produce useful catalogues and websites
to help source seeds and choose cultivars (cultivated varieties). As seeds can be
stored, it is worth buying in as wide a selection of crops as you have room for,
saving surplus seed for future years.
When your seeds arrive make a seed store, using a box with dividers for each
month, and place the seeds in the appropriate month so they are easy to find
when the time comes to start sowing.
Unfortunately, recommendations seldom mention flavour or suitability for
particular soils, sites and districts. So although recommended lists are a good
place to start, it makes sense to try things that take your fancy and even ask
local growers for suggestions. Swopping seeds and plants is another avenue to
explore.
Once you have decided what you want to grow and when, the next task is to fit
them into the space available. Usually some things have to be left out.
However, remember that with some careful planning you can intercrop (grow
another crop in the space between the rows) and catch crop (a fast-growing
crop that is grown simultaneously with, or between, successive plantings of a
main crop and is harvested before the main crop) without disturbing your crop
rotation. Planning on scaled paper should help avoid overcrowding later.
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A further extract from E W Hendy’s book (1943)
Somerset Birds and some other folk.

SOME BIRD PROBLEMS

T

hat birds, like human beings, have well-marked individualities, traits of
character that distinguish them from their fellows, is well known to field
naturalists and bird lovers. But most bird books with which I am acquainted
have little to say about the subject, though its fascination is unlimited. Many of
the problems discussed in this chapter are suggested by my own observations
on Exmoor and the neighbouring countryside. There is no need to go far
afield: the commonest birds supply plenty of unsolved problems if the mind is
alert.
Mr. Ian M. Thompson, in his book Birds from the Hide, which contains some
very fine bird-photographs, makes some interesting observations on the
varying individualities of birds of the same species: one pair of great-crested
grebes was so tame that the female not only refused to leave the nest when his
boat approached, but screamed at and pecked him; all the other pairs nesting
in the same water were suspicious. Some bearded tits were not at all timid at
the nest, but of other pairs sometimes the cock and sometime the hen was the
more easily alarmed. Everyone who has watched birds intensively must have
noticed the same thing: you can tame some robins to feed from your hand with
little difficulty: others will never come. An old cock greenfinch, ‘grandfather’ ,
which feeds daily on our bird-table drives off all intruders. Others are more
pacific. One starling on the same table allowed a greenfinch to drive him off;
another starling treated the aggressor with absolute indifference and took no
notice of its hissing at him, but went on quietly feeding. Most buzzards when
their nest is approached sheer off and mew at the intruder
from a distance. Others threaten attack; I have known them
fly straight at my head and throw up only at a few yards
distance. A robin and dunnock, both identifiable by
coloured rings, are, as my German master used to say, ‘at
blockheads together’ : the robin simply cannot stand the
sight of the dunnock and drives it off venomously as soon as
it appears on or near the bird-table. A song thrush
visitor to our tables wore his head feathers so fluffed out that we called him
‘the buffle-headed thrush’; he looked the part: his expression was vacuous, and
he was so stupid that he once allowed a vulgar and pushful sparrow to turn
him out of the bird-bath. A ‘village idiot’ among
birds !
When I flush a flock of lapwings, often the bulk
of the concourse in one direction, but a smaller
party departs in another, apparently following a
leader. The same thing happens with the
immense hordes of golden plover that in winter
haunt the shore near Minehead and the higher
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portions of Exmoor. Sometimes when the congregation has taken to wing a
single bird remains and eventually flies off in a different direction. Is this
individual a sluggard or a pariah?
A lonely coombe near Porlock was at one time inhabited by one cock
blackbird, and one robin, and one only. Why, when all the fertile fields and
copses of the valley were available, did these birds choose this solitary and
remote existence? Territory, perhaps, but why such a territory? There must
have been some individual preference. If it were possible to distinguish
particular birds in the field I believe it would be found that they vary as much
in individuality as human beings. My experiments with birds ringed with
coloured rings have, so far as they extend, confirmed me in this opinion. The
question whether birds pair for life is a difficult one. But the presence of pairs
of the same species in winter has long suggested to me that some of them do
so. All one winter one pair, and one only, of marsh tits, cole tits, great tits, pied
wagtails and nuthatches fed on our bird tables. I suspect strongly - but prefer
not to be more dogmatic - that these pairs were life partnerships. Nuthatches
especially are companionable little birds: I have seen them in pairs in every
month of the year.
As to birds which flock together in winter, it is
impossible to say whether pairs keep together,
but when, early in the year, the schools of longtailed tits break up into couples I wonder
whether the individuals may not have remained
attached to each other all the time, though to our
eyes all seemed to be inextricably mixed.
I have found male and female of many other species together, in winter, and
always near the same spot. For instance, I always know where to find pairs of
stonechats on certain places on the moor, and the same applies to dippers in
suitable localities. I have also found two wrens and two goldfinches in each
other’s company out of the breeding season; two wrens nested in the eaves of
my tool-shed one winter. Male and female of both these species are alike in
plumage, so the birds may not have been a pair, but goldfinches with us are
usually in bevies of from half-a-dozen to twenty in winter.
Absolute proof can only be obtained by the trapping and ringing of various
species over a long period. My own observations on this head do not, so far,
justify dogmatism. But the case of the pair of ringed chaffinches which mated
and reared three successive broods, referred to in a previous chapter, is
significant. The same pair of ringed blue tits mated and nested in different
boxes in my garden in 1939 and 1940. These birds kept together throughout
the summer, autumn and winter of 1939 and up to July 194.0, when the hen
disappeared. The cock remained until November 194.0. Another pair which
nested in my garden in 1942 has been constantly on my bird-tables down to
the end of that year.
29

Bishop's Hull Parish Magazine Edition 36/12 MAY 2022
David Pickup, a solicitor, considers the need for insurance.
Should you insure your stall at the fete?

I

t is a lovely sunny day for the village fete, and you have booked a stall to
raise funds. Just as you are unloading, one of the organisers comes over and
asks if you have your own insurance for the fete, and then gives you a list of
things that cannot be sold. You wonder about packing up and going home!
Village fetes are a great way to build communities, have fun and raise money.
However, accidents do happen, and insurance can give you peace of mind. You
can even insure against cancellation because of bad weather.
The organisers of the fete should have their own insurance to cover public
liability. This means the organisers are covered against legal claims for
compensation from people who are injured. It may not cover loss from theft or
other damage. Some fete organisers will insist each stall holder has their own
insurance. It is possible to buy insurance of this type and the cost will depend
on what type of things you are selling.
If the stallholder is a representative of a charity or a church, that organisation
may have insurance that will cover a stall. For example, a church’s insurance
policy usually covers events organised and run by the church. However, there
is a difference between the church organising something and someone doing
their own thing and giving profits to the church.
If you are selling items, even second-hand, take care. Be careful with
homemade goods and make sure ingredients are safely labelled. Even if the
ingredients do not include anything that causes allergies, they can easily
become contaminated if prepared in an environment that has allergens.
Electrical goods should not be sold second-hand, unless they have been tested
to make sure they are safe (not to check they work).
As always this is a light-hearted introduction to a complex subject. Always
check insurance cover before the event not after and get confirmation from the
insurer in writing. Always get professional advice.
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hand on the opposite side to the door
you are opening; for example, use
your left hand to open a door on your
right-hand side. This will make you
turn your head to look over your
shoulder. You are then more likely to
avoid causing injury to cyclists or
motorcyclists passing you on the
road, or to people on the pavement.
Read all about the new rules at:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/thehighway-code
**
Make time for your older relatives

POINTS TO PONDER
Packed lunches are back in style

W

ith food prices soaring, who
needs a bought sandwich or
salad? They can cost nearly £8 a day
from LEON or Pret or other food
outlets. Instead, it seems we are
investing in plastic food containers
(John Lewis reports sales are up 64
per cent on last year) and taking our
own lunches to work.
As one cookery blogger explains,
“You can’t reduce your council tax,
but you can make little savings on
everyday meals, which add up to a
significant difference.”
“It’s ‘cool’ these days to take a packed
lunch to the office,” says Suzanne
Mulholland, author of The Batch
Lady: Shop Once. Cook Once. Eat
Well All Week. "Being organised and
prepared is seen as a good thing.”
As for coffee, consider this: buying a
£3 cappuccino every day adds up to
£1,095 a year. Far cheaper to fill a
flask at home.
**
Out and about on the roads?
Remember the NEW Highway Code

M

any of our older people are
lonely. They lost touch with
their families during the pandemic,
and it seems that they have still not
caught up again.
A recent survey by Age UK found that
as many as 27 percent of people aged
60 and over admit that they speak
less to their families now, and 24 per
cent of older people say they feel less
close to their relatives than before the
pandemic.
The survey also found that millions of
older people have lost the confidence
to go out, and suffer more from
memory loss, disturbed sleep, and
anxiety.
The charity is urging people to reach
out to their older friends and relatives
and encourage them. It warns: “The
pandemic has had a big impact on
everyone and very few of us are
emerging from the last two years
completely unscathed.”
**
Older mums

W

hen did you last read the
Highway Code? Various
‘fundamental’ changes were recently
made which will surely affect you.
For example, there is a new hierarchy
of road users, where drivers now have
new responsibilities to watch out for
people who are walking, cycling, or
riding a horse.
Another example is that cyclists are
now advised to cycle in the centre of
lanes in slower-moving traffic.
Finally, do you even know how best to
open your car door? According to the
Highway Code, you should use your

M

others are getting older. More
than half of women in the UK
are now still childless by the age of
30, according to recent official figures
from the Office for National Statistics
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(ONS). The data provides a picture of
changes in our national fertility.
The vice-president of the Royal
College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists says: “Over the last
few decades, there has been a trend of
women choosing to have babies later
than women did a generation ago,
and there is a growing trend of
women having fewer or no children.
This is due to a range of social
professional and financial reasons.”
**
Time to take some responsibility for
our health

Instead, you need to think location,
location, location.
A recent survey found that a fifth of
Gen Z and Millennial young people
say they would be far more likely to
accept a proposal while in an exotic
place. Popular choices range from
sunset beaches in Greece, whale
watching in Iceland, and helicopter
rides in the Grand Canyon.
**
Something to think about if you have
a heart or lung problem

W

hat is the quality of the air like
in your home? That is the
concern of the National Institute for
Health and Care Excellence (Nice).
It urges that anyone with breathing
or cardiovascular conditions who has
“repeated or worsening respiratory
conditions” should be asked about
their housing conditions. Nice warns
that exposure to poor indoor air
quality may cause or worsen
symptoms such as coughs and
wheezing.
**
Take a walk on the wild side!

D

id you know that nearly one half
of the NHS budget is spent on
diseases that could have been
prevented? And that Britain’s overall
health budget is now bigger than the
GDP of Greece?
So says the Health Secretary, Sajid
Javid, who has recently warned that
the NHS cannot continue spending
“vast sums” on lifestyle conditions
that are “wholly avoidable”.
Just one example is obesity. Obesity
rates have doubled since the 1990s,
with two out of three adults now
overweight or obese. Our lifestyles
have also become increasingly
sedentary. The result? An eighth of
the NHS drugs budget is now spent
just on treating cases of diabetes, 90
per cent of which are caused by
excess weight.
**
Where is the best place to get
engaged?

H

ow neat do we like our gardens
to be? Full of manicured lawns,
with immaculate flower beds?
Well, yes and no. A recent survey by
BBC’s Gardener’s World magazine
has found that more than half (54 per
cent) of gardeners now include
‘uncultivated areas’ in their garden.
And some 44 per cent of gardeners
have also set up a wildflower area.
Certainly, Nature could use a helping
hand just now. In 2019 32 per cent of
us saw a butterfly in our garden. By
2020 that was down to 21 percent.
By 2021, that was down again, to just
16 per cent.

P

roposing marriage to someone
these days needs more
preparation than you might expect.
Forget about just going down on
bended knee and hoping for the best.
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SMILE LINES

“No,” replied the minister. “But I’m
from the same department.”
*****
One way to find out if you’re old is to
fall in front of a group of people. If
they laugh, you’re young. If they panic
and start running toward you, you’re
old.
*****
I called the RSPCA today to report I
had just found a suitcase in the woods
containing a fox and four cubs.”That’s
terrible,” she said. “Are they moving?”
“I’m not sure, to be honest,” I replied,
“But that would explain the suitcase.”
*****
Most senior citizens don’t get enough
exercise. In His wisdom God decreed
that senior citizens become forgetful
so they would have to search for their
glasses, keys and other things thus
doing more walking. And God looked
down and saw that it was good.
Then God saw there was another
need. In His wisdom He made senior
citizens lose coordination so they
would drop things requiring them to
bend, reach and stretch. And God
looked down and saw that it was good.
Then God considered the function of
bladders and decided senior citizens
would have additional calls of nature
requiring more trips to the bathroom,
thus providing more exercise. God
looked down and saw that it was good.
So if you find as you age, you are
getting up and down more, remember
it’s God’s will. It is all in your best
interest, even though you mutter
under your breath.
*****
It was the funeral of the inventor of
the dishwasher today. The coffin was
lowered into the ground only to be
taken out by his wife and put back in
properly.
###

I’ve bought myself some fancy new
electric garden trimmers…
They’re cutting-hedge technology!
*****
I left my wife because she was
obsessed with counting… I wonder
what she’s up to now?
*****
I was happily watching the Bermuda
Philharmonic Orchestra when
suddenly the guy on the triangle
disappeared.
*****
What do you call a knife that cuts 4
loaves of Irish bread at once…
A four loaf cleaver!
*****
A little girl told her mother, “We went
to a confirmation service at the
cathedral and I saw the bishop. Now I
know what a crook looks like!”
*****
Behind every cat that crosses the
street, there is a dog saying, “Go
ahead, you can make it.”
*****
Dogs believe they are human. Cats
believe they are God.
*****
A young mother stood in her kitchen
and watched her baby screaming, her
sons fighting, her daughter crying, the
washing machine leaking, and the dog
being sick. She sighed and said to her
friend: “I sometimes wish I’d loved
and lost.”
*****
A conscientious minister decided to
get acquainted with a new family in
his church and so he visited them one
Spring evening. After his knock on the
door, a lilting voice from within called
out, “Is that you, Angel?”
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I

was so worried that the garage
mechanic would rip me off because
I confessed I knew nothing about
cars… Imagine my relief when he said
I only needed indicator fluid!
*****
y wife asked me what would
stop the stairs from creaking…
Apparently ‘Slimming World’ was not
the right answer!
*****
tudent essay: Shakespeare
married Anne Hathaway, but he
mostly lived at Windsor with his
merry wives. This is quite usual with
actors.
*****
hy is it that saying: “Have a
nice day” sounds friendly, but
saying “Enjoy your next 24 hours”
sounds threatening?
*****
was in the library once when a
man walked in asking for some
ham and cheese.
The librarian politely told him that he
was in a library.
The man first apologised and then
whispered to the librarian, “Can I
please have some ham and cheese?”
*****
here was an elderly couple who in
their old age noticed that they
were getting a lot more forgetful, so
they decided to go to the doctor. The
doctor told them that they should
start writing things down so they
don't forget. They went home and the
old lady told her husband to get her a
bowl of ice cream. "You might want to
write it down," she said. The husband
said, "No, I can remember that you
want a bowl of ice cream." She then
told her husband she wanted a bowl
of ice cream with whipped cream.
"Write it down," she told him, and

again he said, "No, no, I can
remember: you want a bowl of ice
cream with whipped cream." Then
the old lady said she wants a bowl of
ice cream with whipped cream and a
cherry on top. "Write it down," she
told her husband and again he said,
"No, I got it. You want a bowl of ice
cream with whipped cream and a
cherry on top." So he goes to get the
ice cream and spends an unusually
long time in the kitchen, over 30
minutes. He comes out to his wife
and hands her a plate of eggs and
bacon. The old wife stares at the plate
for a moment, then looks at her
husband and asks, "Where's the
toast?"
*****
o two Irishmen are travelling to
Australia. Before they leave home,
one of their dads gives them both a
bit of advice: "You watch them Aussie
cab drivers. They'll rob you blind.
Don't you go paying them what they
ask. You haggle." At the Sydney
airport, the Irishmen catch a cab to
their hotel. When they reach their
destination, the cabbie says, "That'll
be twenty dollars, lads." "Oh no you
don't! My dad warned me about you.
You'll only be getting fifteen dollars
from me," says one of the men. "And
you'll only be getting fifteen from me
too," adds the other.
*****
wo old friends crossed paths after
not seeing one another for almost
a decade.
Utkarsh: "What are you doing these
days?"
Sparsh: "PHD."
Utkarsh: "Wow! You're a doctor!"
Sparsh: "No, Pizza Home Delivery."
****
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Tongue in cheek (of course)

TAUNTON DEANE CROQUET
CLUB
at Taunton Vale Sports Club
Gipsy Lane off Greenway Road
Taunton TA2 6LL

I have a little GPS, it sits there in my
car.
A GPS is a driver's friend, it tells you
where you are.
I have a little GPS, I’ve had it all my
life.
It's better than the normal ones cause
this one is my wife.

Invite YOU
to come and meet us at our
OPEN DAYS
we are
SEEKING NEW MEMBERS
Any Gender, Any Ability
(Children under 18 must be accompanied by an adult)
SAT. 14th & SUN. 15th MAY
2022
10.00am to 4.00pm
(refreshments provided)
FREE COACHING FOR BEGINNERS

It gives me full instructions,
especially how to drive.
"It's sixty miles an hour", it says,
"You're doing sixty five".
It tells me when to stop and start, and
when to use the brake
And tells me that it's never ever, safe
to overtake.
It tells me when a light is red, and
when it goes to green.
It seems to know instinctively, just
when to intervene.
It sees the vehicles in front, and all
those to the rear.

Just TURN UP on the day
(please bring FLAT SOLED SHOES)
or contact the Club Secretary
Beverley Tapper
01823 971262

And taking this into account, it
specifies “Too near”.
I'm sure no other driver, has so
helpful a device.
When we leave and lock the car, it
still gives me advice.
It fills me up with counselling, each
journey's pretty fraught.
So why don't I exchange it, and get a
quieter sort?
Ah well, you see, it cleans the house,
makes sure I'm properly fed.
It washes all my shirts and things,
and keeps me warm in bed!
Despite all these advantages, and my
tendency to scoff,
I only wish that now and then, I could
turn the darn thing off!
*****
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High Sheriff of Somerset takes up post
Jennifer Duke is the High Sheriff of Somerset for 2022 – 2023.
She made her Declaration of Office on 20th March

J

ennifer Duke, from Exmoor has become
the High Sheriff of Somerset after making
her Declaration of Office at a Choral Evensong
in Wells Cathedral. Jennifer, who has served
as church warden of St Mary the Virgin in
Luxborough for more than 23 years says she is
honoured to have been appointed.
There are 55 High Sheriffs serving the
counties in England and Wales. The year-long,
non-political and independent appointment
provides support for the Royal Family, the
Judiciary, the Police and the emergency
services. The High Sheriff offers
encouragement to those supporting the
charity and voluntary sectors and actively encourages crime prevention. The key
to the role is to uphold and enhance the ancient office while making a meaningful
contribution to the county of Somerset.
Jennifer, who will be the 961st High Sheriff of Somerset, commented: “In the
year ahead, I look forward to supporting the work of the police, the judiciary,
the probation service, and all the emergency services.
"Whilst I aim to support and encourage a wide variety of charities and
voluntary organisations, I plan to focus on three critical areas for the county:
promoting opportunities in education and training for children and young
adults, working alongside charities which strive to prevent children becoming
involved in, or being victims of crime, addressing the issue of child food poverty
and, at the same time, promoting local Somerset food produce.”
The High Sheriff of Somerset serves the ancient county of Somerset composed of
these six districts:
1) South Somerset
2) Somerset West and Taunton
3) Sedgemoor
4) Mendip
5) Bath and North East Somerset (Unitary)
6) North Somerset (Unitary)
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The Revd Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle
Eustace’…
On the perils of the church picnic
The Rectory
St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
A Spring parish picnic is always a good idea – although you must bear some
details in mind. First, whatever date you choose will turn out be the wettest of
the year. English picnics are invariably eaten under umbrellas while wearing
Wellingtons and the sort of determinedly cheerful look that defies anyone to
admit they would rather be home in front of the fire.
Second, no matter how early in the year, wasps will emerge from hibernation
in huge numbers, and terrorise Mrs Hornby with the picnic baskets. And
thirdly, someone will bring along their (hungry) dog. Last time Colonel
Psmith’s spaniel outdid herself: she leapt up, head butted a piece of Madeira
cake out of Mrs Horngirdle’s hand - and ate the lot – before even a crumb
could touch the ground. A good piece of field work, that.
Half-way through the afternoon, some over-excited member of the party will
decide to arrange a game of rounders. (Mr Poppinjay tried this one year, as
in his youth he had been athletic. Fortunately, the ambulance got there
quickly, and the ankle healed well.) Then the mothers who join in will
completely ignore the ball sailing past them, while they discuss some burning
topic of Mother’s Union gossip.
In the meantime, the young choir members, who were the reason for
arranging the game in the first place, will have drifted off to the lake to throw
stones at the ducks while no one is looking.
For our annual picnic, I use my own car, making sure it is so full of clerical
robes and church magazines that no one else can fit in. Throughout the day, I
keep returning to it to make sure no one has broken in to steal the
Communion wine – and taking the opportunity to catch up on the cricket
scores. By the middle of the afternoon, I usually remember that some urgent
duty, such as blessing a traction engine, demands my departure.
The rest of the party, by now soaked, cold and knowing the coach to take
them home is still several hours off, only wish they had such demanding work
to tear them away.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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BEATING CAR CRIME

Regular Weekly Events

• Lock doors, windows, the boot and
sunroof every time you leave your car,
even for short periods.
• Don’t leave bags, coats or change on
display. The cost of replacing a
broken window is often far more than
the value of goods stolen. If you can,
take your things with you. If you can’t,
lock everything out of sight in the
boot.
• Never leave driving documents or
personal letters inside your car. They
could help a thief to sell your car or
provide a cover story if stopped by
the police.
• Don’t leave satnavs on display when
you’re not in your car.
• Never set your address in your
satnav for your start or return
journeys, use an area near to your
home you know - if your keys are
stolen a criminal may use your satnav
setting to direct them to your home.
• Keep valuables out of sight while
you’re driving and consider keeping
the doors locked.
• Take the ignition key out even when
the car is parked in your drive or
garage and always set the
immobiliser. If you don’t have an
immobiliser, consider having one
fitted.
• Always keep your car keys in a safe
place at home, away from windows
and doors and preferably in a locked
cupboard or cabinet.
• Leaving your glovebox open when
you’re not with the car will show there
is nothing of value in it.
• Register all valuable items such as
mobile phones and satnavs at
www.imobilise.com

MONDAYS
10-11am Nia
10-12noon Painting Group
1.30-4.00pm Whist Club
6.15-7.15pm Zumba
7.30pm Tone Big Band
(1st & 3rd Mon)
TUESDAYS
6.15-7.00am Group Fitness
Training
8.30am -1pm Star Bubs
1.30-2.30pm Tai Chi & QI
2.00-4.00pm Games
7-8pm Yoga
WEDNESDAYS
10.30 – 11.45am
Mum and Baby Pilates
2.00-4.30pm
Short Mat Bowls
6.00-7.00pm Tae Kwon Do
7.15-8.45pm
Tone Guitar Group

BH HUB
FBC
FBC
BH HUB
BH HUB

BH HUB
BH HUB
BH HUB
FBC
BH HUB

BH HUB
BH HUB
BH HUB
BH HUB

THURSDAYS
6.15-7.00am
Group Fitness Training
BH HUB
9.30-11.30am Baby Badgers BH HUB
10.00-12noon Bridge Club FBC
1.30-4.30pm
Friendly Bridge Club
BH HUB
2.00-4.00pm Croquet
FBC
6.30-7.30pm Zumba
BH HUB
FRIDAYS
8.30am -1pm Star Bubs
BH HUB
10.00-12noon Frank’s Café FBC
4.45-8.15pm Martial Arts BH HUB
SATURDAYS
6.30-7.15am Group Fitness
Training
BH HUB
9.30-11.30am Hub Gardening Club
BH HUB
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USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS

Robin Close Hall
356389
deanehelplineadmin@tauntondeane.
gov
St Peter & St Paul Parish Church
Rev. Phil Hughes
336102

Your Somerset County Councillor
John Hunt (Independent) 07880
794554 john@johnhunt.me.uk
Your Somerset West & Taunton
Councillors

BISHOP‘S HULL ORGANISATIONS
Access Group (Fledgling Centre)
Kelly Enfield
333363
BH Flower, Fruit & Vegetable Show
Amanda Gallacher
337720
Bishops Hull HUB
07500 748 609, booking:
bhhubbookings@gmail.com
General enquiries and events:
bishopshullhub@gmail.com
BH Short Mat Bowls
Alan Chapman
710938
bhsmbc@yahoo.com
BH VH & PF Trust
Paul Bulbeck
283941
BH WI
Margaret Lomax
412218
Brownies Sheena Grinter
331184
Community Woodland Volunteer
David
272415
FBC Activities Carolyn
283941
Golden Group Keep Fit Session
Karie at Castle Sports Centre 322934
orkcrane@1610.org.ukJon 07736
714370 jonakkc@hotmail.co.uk
Pilates Liz Grant
338409
Slimming World
Judy 256010 / 07939 431264
Sheena 07517 441766
Somerset Hills Chorus
Brenda Palfrey
07857 244272
Tae Kwon Do
Sebastian Morey-Weale 07900 517767
Wed Art Group
Rose Humphreys
277633
Zumba / Zumba Gold
Jackie Bradford
07949 735139

Simon Nicholls (Lib Dem)
01823 326977
cllr.s.nicholls@somersetwestandtaunt
on.gov.uk
Habib Farbahi (Lib Dem)
07968 069192
cllr.h.farbahi@somersetwestandtaunto
n.gov.uk
John Hunt (Independent)
07880 794554
john@johnhunt.me.uk
Your Member of Parliament
Rebecca Pow MP
443062 office@rebeccapow.org.uk
BISHOP‘S HULL FACILITIES
BH Parish Council
Helen McGladdery 07518
bishopshullparishclerk@gmail.com
BH Pre School
07928 950230
BH Primary School
331624
Castle School
274073
Community Room & School Hall
Rick Moon
354908
Frank Bond Centre
Nadia
07958 246046
Neighbourhood Beat Team
PCSO Lyndsay Smith
lyndsay.smith@avonandsomerset.poli
ce.uk or call 101
PCSO Marshall Bernhardt
marshall.bernhardt@avonandsomerse
t.police.uk or call 101
PCSO Catharine Richards
catherine.richards@avonandsomerset.
police.uk or call 101
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SERVICES AT ST PETER & ST PAUL MAY 2022
Sunday
1 May Easter 3

Acts 9:1-6John
Holy Communion 08:00 a.m.
21:1-19
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m.

Wednesday
4 May

Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. John 6:35-40

Sunday Easter 4
8 May

Holy Communion 08:00 a.m. Acts 9:36-end
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. John 10:22-30

Wednesday
11 May
Sunday Easter 5
15 May
Wednesday
18 May

Sally Adams

David Ager

Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. John 12:44-end
Holy Communion 08:00 a.m. Acts 11:1-18
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. John 13:31-35

Shirley
Stapleton

Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. John 15:1-8

Sunday Easter 6
22 May
Wednesday
25 May
Sunday after
Ascension
29 May

Holy Communion 08:00 a.m. Acts 16:9-15
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m. John 14:23-29
Holy Communion 10.00 a.m

John 16:12-15

Acts 16:16Holy Communion 08:00 a.m.
34John 17:20a.m.
10.00
Communion
Holy
end

1 May
15 May
29 May

Rosemary
Lockley

Will Osmond

GRASS CUTTING - MAY
Full cut
David Ager
Half cut
Will Osmond
Half cut
Stuart English

NlA DANCE FITNESS - Mondays 10-11am BH HUB

N

ia combines Dance with gentle Martial Arts and is suitable for Everybody.
It is a unique class, as it allows you to move in a way to suit your own
unique body with beautiful uplifting music, in a way that feels Joyful, whilst
working each part of your body. Nia is about the Joy of movement. It focuses
on strength, balance, flexibility, freedom, creativity and fun. It is a completely
different dance class to anything else! The only way to understand Nia is to
taste the experience of it! Go to ww.nianow.com
I invite you to a FREE Taster class any Monday you are available. Give it a go!
For more information, please contact Jackie at bk.jackie@hotmail.co.uk or
079497351 39. Happy to discuss any questions you may have.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY (01823)
Church web site:
Vicar:

www.stpeterandstpaul.org.uk

Rev. Philip Hughes
(Usual day off - Friday)
phil2overflowing@gmail.com

Church Wardens:

Mr Will Osmond

Treasurer:

Kathy Fear

336102

461820
0774 811 8124

Gift Aid Co-ordinator: Pat Barrett

365811

Safeguarding Officer: Sally Adams (new)

254413

Tower Secretary:

430710

Giles Morley

PCC Secretary:
Parish Administrator

Vicar

Weekly Notice Sheet

In church or Online

Church Flowers:

Belinda Luke

289537

Thursday 2nd June Through to Sunday 5th June 2022!
Planning for the village events for
The Queen's Platinum Jubilee are well
underway..
In next month’s edition of The Community
News, we plan to have an insert with details
of the Bishop’s Hull Jubilee Trail. This will be
a circular walk, all within the parish, starting
at The HUB and taking in many differing
aspects of the village, both old and new.
There will be a guided Walk of the trail on
Saturday 4th June.
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